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INTRODUCTION.

e

Tun history of Essex Comnty (which county
forms the scene of the wanderings described in the
following work) comprises the history of the moun-
tain region of Northern New York, and, as such,
should be known to the people of the-State of which
Essex is the most remarkable and interesting por-
tion. Organized in 1799, in the division of Clinten
County, it is the second in territorial extent (St.
Lawrence being the first) in the State, several of its
Townships (Newcomb, Schroon, Minerva, Keene,
and North Elba) being larger than some of the
counties. [t embraces nine tenths of the mouantain
system of the entire State, and the whole (except a
few detached summits} of the northern portion,
including as it does the five parallel ranges de-
seribed in the commeneement of thizs work, Tt thus
bears the name of the Switzerland of the North, and
is full of natural wonders and redolent of romance.



viil INTROLUCTION.

Indeed, Swiss travellers have acknowledged that
while its peaks do not attain the height of theirs, it
fully equals their conntry in romantie grandeur,

One thonsand seven hundred and seventy-nine
square miles compose the area of this wild, moun-
tain county. Its morth iz bounded by the counties
of Franklin and Clinton, with the Ausable River
forming its northeastern Hne ; along its eastern
border stretches Lake Champlaing it is bounded
south by Warren County, with its extreme south-
eastern portien joined by the northeastern penin-
sulated point of Washington County ; and on the
west by the counties of Hamilton and Franklin.

The home of nearly the whole of the Adivondack
group (the Clinton Range, of which this group is the
heart, passing nearly contrally through the county),
of all its tallest peaks, and hoasting an average height
of three thousand feet above Lake Champlain, the
county forms the great water-shed of the State north
of the Mohawk River. Tts three towns of Neweomb,
North Eiba, and Keene, embracing within their
limits Mounts Marey, MeIntyre, Colden, and San-
tanoni, compose in turn the water-shed of the coun-
ty, sending, like overflowing nrns, streams in every
direction, that find their way into the Atlantic—
north by the St. Lawrence, and south by the Bay
of New York,



