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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE,

I nave long experienced, in my professional eapa-
cily, the want of a work treating of the tactics of
Artillery; and as I have good resson to believe
that others have felt the same want, T have been
induced to put the treatise by Tuuberl of the
Prussian Artillery inte an English dress, being
mwuch impressed by the able manner in which that
distinguished otficer has handled the subject.

I need scarcely draw attention to the fact that
the author has been brought up in o good school,
and that he is onc of a corps of officers who have
always been us distingmished for their scientific
and practical attainments in their branch of the
service, as they have been for gallantry in the field.
The great master in artillery—Frederick the Great
—hus left as a legacy to his country traditions
which time past has confirmed, and which time
foture will probably never alter. Many of them
are contained in the following pages, and it appears
to me they could have no better recommmendation
than to state that they emanate from such a source.

I have endeavoured to give the meaning of the
author’s paragraphs in English, without confining



v TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE,

myself to his words, believing the best translation
to be a paraphrase.

For the foot notes alonc I am answernble. T
have made them as short as possible, as they are
merely mtended to spare the reader the trouble of
secking in books of reforence for dates, dimensions,
and measures. T have rarcly, if cver, permitted
myself to disenss the merits of the author's
opinions, leaving them to the consideration of the

professional reader.

28tk February, 1856,

: H. 1. M.



PREFACE.

Awrierery has been so remarkably improved in its
material since the last great Buropean war, that in
this respeet it seems to be mnearly perfect: its
orgamsation has been altered, greatly to its advan-
tage, and the troops themselves have been so much
amelioraled, thal they are out of all comparison
more ctiicient than they were m former days.

Our daty ecompels ns fo acknowledge with gra-
titude the great solicitude which has been extended
to the Arm (rom the Ilighest Quarters; and to
attribute thereto the principal canse of its improve-
ment, as this patronage gave birth to the active and
seientific labours which still occupy the corps.

The field artillery especially has made, latterly,
important advances, rendering it so capable of
locomotion and so handy, that it is now in a
position to satisfy all the exigencies which o General
could expect from it as regards tactical utility.

Under these cireumstances it appears requisite to
turn the attention of officers exercising superior
* commands to the existing efficiency of the artillery,
and to diffuse among other officers of all Arms
practical instruction, grounded on a proper footing,
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