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INTRODUCTION.

Tur surname of Brattle ia familiar to all who have made a
study of the annals of ocur early colonial times. We know of but
three distinet families in New England of the name: the first,
that of Captain Thomas Brattie, an account of whose descendants
forms the subject of the following pages —the second, that of
‘William Brattle, who zeems to have been of Wethersfield, Con-
necticut, in 1743,* and of whom we know nothing more than is
recorded by Hon. R. R. Hinman in the Gencalogical Register,
xvi, v 135 —and the third, that of Col. Ebenezer Brattle, who
geems to have been alone in Boston, a member of the Ancicnt
and Honorable Artillery Company in 1986 it is possible that he
may have descended from the Connecticut, he certuinly did not
from the Boston family; how long he remained in this city or
where he ended his days, we have not ascertained.

Nor does the name appear to be common in England. Tt does
not occur in Burke, nor in such directories and county lists of the
present century as we have had opportunity of examining.

The forefather of the Boston family was, at his death, aceounted
the wealthiest man in the colony. He occupied positions of
honor and trust in the community, and was undoubtedly posscssed
of supcrior qualifications as a business man. Two of his sons

= He married Sept. 21, 1743, Mary Wright, and bad issne: Sarah, b. Juiy 11, "44;
William, b, Aug. 20, '45; Flisabetk, h. Jam, 13, '47; Mary, b. Joly 25, "48; Jobn, b.
Ang. 11, '50; James, b. Nov. 25, °31; Murtha, L. Feb 22, '53; Ann, b. Aug, 15, 65,
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were educated at Harvard, and in after years ranked in scientific
and intellectual attainments among the very first in the country.
Of his four daughters, all formed highly respectable alliances.

Though we have no information concerning the family prior to
the coming of Thomas Brattle to New England, it is only reasona-
ble to believe that he was descended from an educated and intelli-
gent line. Only four generations bearing the name have existed
here, and it is a notable cirenmstance that all the male representa-
tives of those four generations were men of remarkable powers
and distinguished abilities.

The history of the armorial device, a cut of which precedes
this Account, we have been unable to obtain. Whether it was
borne by Captain Thomas Rrattle or not, is a matter open for con-
jecture, It was certainly used by atleast two of his sons prévious
to the year 1713. It is described by Gore in his roll of armorial
bearings, prepared in the early part of the last century, and possibly
owes its existence to his fortile imaginstion, though we are inclined
to think that it is of more ancient derfvation. An elaborate specimen
of needle work, dated 1742, whereon is emblazoned the combined
arms of the Brattle and Saltonstall families, gives for the Brattle
crest the armored arm and bhattle axe, whilst the ancient seal of
the Treasurer Brattle, now in the possession of J. I, Gannett, Esq.,
gives us only the profiled helmet.



THE BRATTLE FAMILY.

FIRST GENERATION.

_ Tuomas BRATTLE, born about 1624, merchant of Boston in 1656,
was a member of the Artillery Company in 1675, captain in the
militia, and commander of several expeditions against the hostile
Indians. He was one of the fovnders of the Old South Church;
a non-resident Representative for Lancaster in 16712, for Concord
in 16989 one of the Commissioners to King Philip at Taunton
in 1671; Selectman of Besten in 167y, and Treasurer of Select-
men in 1680.

He was early and largely interested in the purchasc of lands on
the Kennebec River. In 1670 he purchased of John Payne an
interest in certain iron works, foundry, ., at Concord, and se far
augmented his posseszions there by subsequent purchases, that at
the time of his death they formed no inconsiderable portion of his
estate.®

July 14, 1671, he bought of Kanepatund and Patatucke, Indians,
two thousand acres of land ¥ in the wilderness,” on the west side
of the Merrimaz, between the river and Mashapogag pond, on the
Chelmsford line, the land having been formerly the property of
Cuttah-hung-amuck.

His son Thomas was appointed administrator of his estate April
12, 1683. The first division was made March 13, 16834, whercin
two eighths of the whole were set off to son Thomas, while Nat.

® Soffhlk Deads, May 13, 1682, there 1s recorded an indenture of co-partncrahip with
Bimon Lynde, of Boston, for the camrying on of thoss worka,



