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LIFE OF LAURENCE STERNE.

e 11 life of one who wad o clergyman and

PAE  probendury inoa cathodral town, a writer
of sermmons asd odd rmanecy sad o student

2 af ald ks, wonld nat assm o peompse
mnch that was cxciting or ndventorouz.  Yet, the
life of Laurence Blerne hus an unexgrectod fovour of
rupniiee And incident; whick feomn s aeedle Titeclly
to hiz grave, dashes his lde with an oddity and
cecpnboielly, Ul ouly too foithlolly relleeds  the
exbeavagance of his ristram.  When a child he fell
into a mill ruec, and was enrmicd under the wheel, his
Iide et sved by almost o mivacks ; and when T
diedd hiz remaing were snatched from the prave by
reswrrection men and subd for dissection,

An hrebbishop of Yorek, after beime sorsly  perge-
ented in the daye of CUremwell left behind. him a
large family ¢ the oddess of whosn, Sunon Stecoe, wea
estalilizhed ot Elvinglon, in Yorkehive Hogor Sterne,
voungest son of this sqrove, nnd father of the famona

urenee, was pub to the army, amd, like my uncle
Toby, bad wothing in the world bt Gz eommmission
to start him in life.

His regiment, the thirty-fonrth, took its share in
Marlborough's wora: and in 1711, during the campaign,
the yoang officer marmied o Mre Herbert,
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widow of a eaptain of geod family, and davghter
bogides of a notorious aceny conizactor mod MONEY
lender, inwhose debt the officer was Thie lady was
destined to have an wnbappy time of it, fellowing her
huaband from qoarter to quarcer, encumbered with hey
young children. On eoming homa ta Tier fathers father,

at Clonmel], his fnmons gon Laurenee was born, on
November 24th, 1713, And as if to mark the oceasion
in the most dismal fashion, the regiment was “broke”
on that very day, and the officers east ndnft upon
the world, Later it was re-established under Colonel
Chudleigh ; and then commenced for the family,
gteadily inereasing up to seven, o series of disastrons
wanderings all over England nod Treland, with peril,
ahipwrock, and many bacdehips on the ltmp;bjuumeys ;
e young family was mnch thinned by death.
About the year 1724, Lauremce was taken by his
father to the Fres Ec:f].-:lﬂ], a1l Halifax, where, under
the care of an able master, Mr. Lister, he remained
till he was ninctoen ; being sl but adepted by the
officer’s  elder brother, Bouire Richarnd Sterne, of
Elvingten. Three ter, his Inther and the
regiment cmbarked for the siege of Gibraltar, When
%ﬂlrmﬂmg with a Uaptain Thilips, {more probably
tlpotts, a3 an officer of that name was in his eorpej,
he was run through the body, and died in congegnence
at Jamaica, in the vear 1731, A poose was the cause
of this fatal diffcreoce. Thoogh he enrvived the
1 dinte effects of the wound, it wore away his
health ; “and when he was sent to Jamaicn,” says his
son in an affectionate passage, which showe that he
had heart, and lanrlerl]j; ropalled the father from whon,
with boyish delight, ha bad hesrd the etory of the
Flanders wirs=—" he aoon fell by the country fever,
which took sway lis sensos fivat and made a child of
him : and then, m & month or twe, walking about
continually without ceomplaining, :{ﬁ’th& moment he
eat dovwn 1n an arm-chair, and broathed his last."—
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At that fime Lavrence Bierne was stall ab school,
and, on being soundly fogged for perpetrating the
faveurice boys pranl, of wreidng his name on the
cotling wia comforted by lus master wath the pro-
phoey thot ha was= o Ll Of poning who weulid somne
ta preferment, No dounbt, he was a clever, eccentrio
boy @ and Colonel Oed, of Longridge, near Berwick-
on-Twoed, whe eame ko the school shortly after Bterne
Teft, saw blin wotne stiH] gt the ﬂr;:i]itﬂ asud Fonsnad tlae
trulition of his hamoor atill preserved, and instanees
of s wit quoted.  Wlen be grew famons, n moming
pRpHE rn::nrh-:::]., thot 16 wis his way to learn when he
pleased, and net ofener than onea a fortaight,

After leaving school, bis cousin, of Elvington, who
treated hom lige n son, sent him o Jesns College,
Combridge, where, in July, 1732, e obusined a sigr-
ship, Theee he read a good donl, and estabiished an
unsortuntee friendship with fhe loose and witly John
Hall Stevenzon, acthor of © Cragy Talea™ whess com-
panion=hip must be aceonnéablo for much of Sterne's
ontrages againss dacancy. Ao, Cole, the anfiguary, re-
membered Holl ag Yab ingenions youbg gentlemas,
and very hamdsome” In March, 1735, Lausence =
tricalated, aud, 1 Janusry, 1734, took his Bachelor
degree.  Ioothe Muacel of the same year, he was

ainel dexcon, and in Aungust, 1738, oriest.  No
man was ever mare nnsaitad to wearing the gown,

He now ezme to York, where his uncle, ﬁﬁllﬂﬁﬂ
Bterne, precserior of the eathedral, & noisy eorlesias-
tical politivian, had obiained for him the viearage of
satzon : and in the meanwhile soursad his first love,
Miss Lumler, of Staffoedehive,  This was to be the
weal Emrb in Mr. Beerne's life—on unrestrained amd

le tendre for the fair aox. This he exenszed
by the indnlgeat names of firtadon, intocent passien,
andd the like, Bub such fekleness iz evidence of a
certain wntroeness of heart—a want of manlinesy
pol bonour, The whole course of his life wae 1o be
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dotted with these * affaim of the heart,™ whach st lost
grew indispenselle to his spavite and comfort ; as Le
rathey ahauﬂuli.r proclimed that, in cue of these fits,
he mever cowld be guilty of o dirty actiom, and that
it kept his mora] repee fLE:L‘tl:hi, It might be ebjected
that the desertiom of one of the abgects of his cvanes-
eant 1oes, wits something like o dirty action ; batit
mm't._-l .nl}}wcdd !Ir]ut the H-ﬂ*i:l Ilr..!'fiutﬂl:rrn LR ].19-51 'n-'m'ﬁ
PELFT and “wrote =0 besub P oo love, an
WAS E-nesﬁemted to the =ex, that hig ways and manners
were well known,  Hizcourting of Miss Lumley wan
romantic enough.  He wrote her passtonate die-nway
letters ;| but some fantastic misconception as to money
matders preveuted them conung to an understanding,
At last, she fell into a conswnption. and then abowed
her lover her will, in which be had been left every-
thing, * Thiz genercsity overpowersd me,” aays Me.
Sterne : and on the 30th March, 1741, they were
married at the cathedml,

They were quite unmited to cach ether, though few
ladice wonld bhave suited the agreeable and mieronrial
elergymnn ; but sho bad a homely, matter-of -fact mmd.
There can b no guestion buot that she sat for Mrs
Shandy, and there are various tratts of her in her hus-
band's letters, which almest prove this likeness,  She
musk have been plain alan, if we can trust a curions pen-
and-nk etching of her, which M, Stapfer Las publizled
in his manogeaph. The late Mr, Hawthorne saw s pair of
erayon porteaits of bothhugbandand wifeand wasstmek
by her nnpleasant expression.  With books, painting,
fiddling, aaul shonting, Sterne spent his time at Satton—
g0 he telfa his danghter—lenving ont some love-making,
which ba puesued at York, and touch merry-makin
at Bkeltan Castle with Hall Btevenson, where ho peu’ﬁ
Ere%[mnt. visits, met some of the chandened “ Monks
of Medmenbam,” and pored over the airons old books
in the lbrary, Hers it was that he was cﬂﬂdnwﬂ b
the piquant odditica of such writers as Bishop Hall,
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mir Thomas Browne, Broseainldlle, and the suthor of
the “ Moyen de Parvepir," who helped Lhim so joeel
i his Tostram, " Crazy Cagtle ® (Bkelton) was n mest
erngeninl, guaint old ploee, sl ks ald halls and towers
ant tnany oo wilid prak,  In the meantivee his fle
childl Lydia was born, in the year 1745 who only Hved
one dny,  The follewing yeor he obinned a prebend
in the Cuthedszal, wortl acont L4500 a-year, theough the
interest of hiz wife's fawmily, He now fignred a3 a
“wit " in the cathodral society, and prenched n ecries
of strangely denmatic sermemg, wholly unsuited to
i eonubry  congregation, hae which wess modelled
o the Tontastic efforta of some eecentiic medisval
preachers. Under his wnele's pofronsge, he phanged
ke the virclent politice of the Lluf bt soon quar-
relled with him, besanse he emild na I'I:-1'i1.'q.'; Limself to
write poarty paragraphs I the newspapers, though
it was !|L1$]Iu::::b:d e did we o good deol on his own
goconnt, Ao 1747, hasecond daughter was voern, and
christened Lyclia. In the same vear he preached o
chanty sermon 1n Y ork: aud 10 1752, another, boforo
the Jodges of Assize, in che cathedral, This was an
honour. Buc ho was to have other, more comgonizl,
miptters on ke hands, and in 1709 was to fall 0 love
with n Miss Coshering de Ponrmantells, o young
Huguenot girl, who had come to York from France
This Iady lie parened afcer liis favourite fashion, hali-
pivternal, hu'..h-ﬁ]innn. or wholly sentimental, mnd it
st e eald chat his letters are very charming love
fettora, | After some cathedral wranglings, in wihich le
tonk part with hia pen. and weote n stronge squih,
ealled The Hizeory of o Woarms Woteh Cest” he
bogam to aet to work on fia geeat book, * Tristear
mhondy®  This was origins ly gquite ¢ locai antare, bat
owing to the pubiizher's advice, ho sheack ot many of
the allusiens and madaic reove gemerm), 1t was oiTered
to the Lomdon publishers for £50, which was thought
too greot n nek, =0 he pesolved, to print 1t ot Jas own
EAHELES,



