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Alartin Behaim.

Tuere arc many men who have acted conspicu-
ous parts in scenes of thrilling historical interest,
whose names are little known to general readers,
and whose surpassing merits are not properly ap-
preciated. They have been cither lost in the more
refulgent light of brighter luminaries, or have been
purposely over-looked by cotemporaneous histori-
ans. Fellow laborers in the same field of investiga-
tion, who have left records ol their own operations,
may have from envy or interested sellishness, dis-
rogarded their claims to distinetion or only casually
mentioned their names as assoctated with them-
selves.  'I'hos often, real merit in science, literature
and art, is depreciated, and many a man, on the
other hand, gains credit for what he never achieved,
and receives a reward which he never deserved.
But posterity often awards to a man the honor
which his cotemporaries have denied him.  All his-
tory demonstrates this fact. There is a resurrec-
tion of genius, which had long heen buried in obli-

vion. Envy and detraction may dig its grave and

bury it; but eventually it comes forth reanimate.
It was not dead ; it only slept.
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Historians and poets of the olden time speak of
various statues, and other works executed by dis-
tinguished artists of their day, which then attracted
the admiration of the world of taste and refinement,
bat most of them with even the names of the artists
also, have perished. Now and then, one is ex-
humed from amid the rubbish of some ancient
temple, and men of artistic taste and knowledge
recegnize it as the long lost production of some
celebrated sculptor of antiquity. It may be muti-
luted to some extent, but the modern artist sets to
work and repairs it. He endeavors to restore it to
its original beauty and symmetry, and however he
may fail, yet the ancient artist’s name is rescued
from oblivien, and posterity awards lnm due honor.

Let ours be the task of bringing out from unde-
served obscurity, a man famous and powerful in
his day, but now known only to comparatively few ;
a man cotemporary with the discovery of our coun-
try,—the associate and assistant of Columbus.—the
fellow voyager with many of the greal navigators
of that period,—a man to whom his too ardent
friecnds have attributed the discovery of this conti-
nent, but whilst he does neot deserve, and never
claimed that distinction, still by his astronomical
and geographical science, far in advance of most
men of his generation, as well as by his superior
skill in the preparation of nautical instraments and
charts, contributed much to the splendid geographi-
cal discoveries of that adventurous age.

We allode to MarTin Benais of Germany. His
name is not as familiar to us as those of Columbus,
and Vespuciug, Magellan, and de Gama, but it will
be shown that his services were not less valuable,
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and his merits not less commendable. Probably
exceeding them all in scientific acquirements, he
not less deserves the admiration and gratitude of
mankind, His name has been for several ages
somewhat obscured, but it is beginning to shine
forth in its original lustre. The bright, particular
star is emerging from the cloud which for years had
partly coneealed it, and it now again holds a con-
spicuons place in the firmament of science. Pro-
fessor Ghillany of Nurnberg, of all others, deserves
most credit for resuseitating the name of Behaim,
and to his magnificent work on this ' subject, all
future historians and biographers must go for {ull
and authentic information.

The - Historical Society of Maryland does not
confine its researches exclusively to the history of
our own State, but cxtends them to other lands
and other ages: and hence it will not be thought
improper to introduce a subject foreign to our own
land and age,

Before we enter more particularly on our specific
subjeet, we shall dwell for a few minutes on some
tacts of great historical interest closely connected
with it.

The whole history of the discovery of our country
is fall of interest.  We do not allude merely to the
adventurous daring, the appalling sullerings, the un-
conquerable perseverance, the lion hearted energy
of the men who achieved it, all of which have been
so graphically deseribed by bistorians, and by nene
so well as by our own illustrions eountryman, Mr.
Irving, but we allude to the scientifie results of
those varions expeditions, and wo shall confine our-
selves for the present more particularly to some of
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the maps and eharts, which these bold adventurors
prepared. It will be seen that whilst they are ex-
ceedingly imperfect and erroneous in many respects,
yet they are objects of deep interest to men who
study the early history of our continent.

T'o Humboldt we are indebted for the publication
of the earliest pen and ink map of America, extant,
There is but one copy of the original known, and
that belongs to the valuable collection of the dis-
tinguished Baron Walckanaer of Paris, where, in
1832, Humboldt first discovered its real character,
and its real author. It had until then been regarded
as a Portuguese map of the world of an unknown
age. It is a map of the world by Juan de la Cosa,
(also called Juan Biscaino,} which he drew in the
year 1500, 1. e, six years before the death of Colum-
bus. It was a precious discovery to such a man as
Humboldt, and he had the most important sections
of it engraved on three sheets. It bears the inserip-
tion, Juan de la Cosa la fizo en el Pucerto de Ste.
Maria en aiio 1500. This inscription stands under
a small colored picture, representing the great
Christopher wading through the sea, and bearing
on his shoulders the infant Christ, carrying a glohe
in his right hand, a significant allusion to Christo-
pher (Christ bearing) Columbus, and expressive
also of the hope of the spread of Christianity which
the discovery of this continent (Aug. 1, 1498) ex-
cited. Juan de la Cosa, the draughtsman of the
map, was the associate of Columbus on his second
expedition, which continued from September 25,
1493, to June 11, 1496. He was connected with
five expeditions, in two of which he was commander.
He must have been a man of great nautical experi-
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ence and seience, and perhaps of some presumption
too, for in the evidence in a trial growing out of the
operations of Columbus, it is said by one of the
witnesses, that Christopher Columbus, who was
nsually styled admiral, complained of Juan de la
Cosa * for going about and claiming that he knew
more than he, the admiral himself.”

That section of the map most interesting to us,
represents in tolerably exact configuration, but too
far north for the greater and less Antilles, the north-
ern eoast of South Ameriea, alzo the eastern coast
on which the mouths of’ the Orinoco and Amazon
rivers are laid down. A coast line without” any
name from Cabo de la Vela to the extreme north,
connects Venezuela with Labrador. There 1s
nothing on the map to show that he had any idea
of the outline of the coast from Puerto de Mosqui-
tos on the western end of the isthmus of Panama
to Honduras, a part of the coast first discovered by
Columbus on his fourth and last expedition, (from
May, 1502 to November, 1504.) He had no’ con-
ception of the configuration of the Gulf of Mexico,
which Cortez first navigated in 1519, though the
existence of the coast of Mexico was made known
at an earlier period by the natives of Cuba; nor is
the coast of the United States of North America
distinetly designated, though Sebastian Cabot on
his second expedition, sailed along the whole eoast
from Newloundland to Florida, in 1438, Northerly
in amer discubrierta per Ingleses, N. E. of Cuba,
the map gives the discoveries of English navigators
on a coast that runs from east to west. 'The coast
hiere represented is probably that extending along
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, opposite the present
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Island of Amticosta. The isie of Verde, N. Ii. of
Cuba d’Ingleterre is probably Newloundland. The
coast which abruptly turns to the north, extending
only to 70° latitude, and reaching so far east as to
embrace the Islands of Trierland, is most probably
the present Iceland.

This map contains no positive allusion to the ear-
lier discovery of the continent of America on the
coast of Labrador, by John and Sabastian Cabor,
between latitude 56 and 58, on June 24, 1497, thir-
teen months hefore the discovery of the continent
of Sonth America, at the castern part of the pro-
vince of Camana by Coluombus. It iz very likely
that de la Cosa knew it, but why he did not state
it, s not known.

'This is the proper place to remark that the so
styled first discoveries of the continent of North
America by the Cabots, and of’ South America by
Columbus, should be designated only as rediscov-
eries.  About 500 years before that period, (A. D.
1000.) Leif, the son of Frek the Red, the Scan-
dinavian, landed on the continent in Massachusetts,
which was a part of Vinland, which name the Scan-
dinavians gave to the coast hetween Boston and
New York.  According to the oldest tradition and
Ieelandie record, even the sonthern coast between
Virginia and Florida, was already deseribed under
the name of the White man’s Land, or Great Tce-
land. Intercourse subsisted between Greenland
and New Scotland (Maryland) until 1347; between
Greenland and Bergen, in Norway, until 14584, that
is, until seven years afier Columbus had visited
Iceland.



