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PREFACE BY THE AUTHOR

Tl

THE ENGLISH EDITION,

Waar I give in this little bock are cutlines, peneil-
sketohes, T might say—nething more.  In the present
state of cur knowledze about the anecient religions, this
only can be reasonably expected from the students of this
branch of scicnee, this only can be attempted with some
hope of success, The time for writing an elaborate His-
tory of Religion, even of Iielizions, hag nof yet come. Not
a few epecial investigations must be instituted, not o few
diffienlt questions elueidated, before anything like this can
bLe done. But it is unseful, oven mecessary, from fime to
time to sum up the amount of certain knowledge, sathered
by the researches of several years, and to sketch, be it here
and there with an uncertain band, the dranght of what
may at some time become a living pieture,  This is what
I propose to do. The interest of what is ecalled by the
unhappy name of Scence of Relizions, let us say of Hiero-
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logy, i= increasing every day, Now, I think there is great
daneer that so voung a science may lose itsell in abstrack
apeculations, based on o few facts and a great many dubi-
oS or erroneous statements, or not based on any facts at
all.  For the philosopher who wishes to aveid this danger,
for the theologian who desires to compore Mosaism and
Christianity with the other relizgious of the world, for the
specialist who devotes all his labours and all his time to
one single department of this vast science, fur him who
studies the history of rcivilisation—none of whom have
leisure to go to the sources themselves, even for him whe
intends to do so, Lbut to whom the way s a8 vet unknown,
a geue'ral gurvey of the whole subject is needed, to serve
as a kind of guide or travelling-Look on their journey
throngh the imnense fairyland of human faith and hope.
By beok iz an attempt to supply what they want, Ina
short pavagraph-gtyle I have written down my conclusions,
derived partly feom the sourees themaslves, partly (for no
man can be at lome everywihere) from the sfudy of what
seemed to me the best autherities: and T have added some
explanatory remarks and bibliegraphical nefices em the
literaturs of the subject—wvery short where such notices
could easily be found elsewhere, more extensive and as
complete as posaible where nothing of the kind, so far as I
knew, vel existed.

I am the more anxious to state this character of my
work as one of my crities (ray friend and colleague Dy, T
Oort, in his interesting notice of my work in the Dutch
Review de Tydsplerd) seems to have wholly forgotten it
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He sets up an ideal of o History of Religion, and then
trics my simple and modest outlines by that elevated
gtandard. Of course they are not able to fulfil sueh
great expectations, and they were not intended to
dao so,

I know that even tlis slight sketch is ingomplete, amd
it is so on purpose. I have limibed myself to the ancient
veligions, those which embrace a tribe, a people, or a race,
or liove grown into separate sects, and I have left out the
history of the nmiversal religions, Budihizm, Christianity,
and Izlim. Only the erigin of these relicions iz men-
tioned, as they form a part of the history of the religions
out of which they sprang, and which culminnte in them.
A thorongh study of $his more modern relizgions histery
would have occupied me for eeveral vears, and would have
deferred the publication of my little boek for a leng time.
So T have nanrated the History of Feligion #till the spread
of the universal religions,” of Buddhism in Enstern, Tslim
in Western Agin, and of Christianity in the loman Empire,
As Duddhism only reigned supreme in Hindestin and
Dekliin now and then for a while, and was finally driven
aut: from hoth parts of the Indian peninsula, with the sole
exception of Ceylon, T eould not break off the history of

irfilhmanizm at the foundation of the ereaf rival ebmurch,
but had to relate what became of it in the centuries affer
that event. 1 comfess that this part of my sketch leaves
much to be desived, the sources Leing still very defective,
and the concluslons of Lassen, whom I have followed in
the mmain, being atill very sneertain.  Perhaps 1 may find



