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PREFACE.

Tuz subjoet of the following pages is the Nationsl
Ttalisn Csuse. Their ‘object is to correct public
- opinion in England, which has been misled on several
ligenee 1n their appreciation of facts, but aa to the
faeta themeelves, there 18 not & syllsble which 18 not
true, and dictated by the most profound sense of
the dutics of & writer pleading & just esuse very
often misunderstood. Will they be read with an
equslly serious attention? I hope so. There is
in the English character s foundation of inpate
honeaty, & truth-seeking instinet of fair play, which
cannot be long deceived by calumny. When once
the characteriatica of the case are fairly set forth, it
is impossible that a people educated in the school
of liberty, shonld long comsent to accept without
examination the accussfions which the interested
partizans of things as they are, have at all times
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flung upon those who combat in the name of the
future. It is impossible that a people which has
saffered and bled in the defence of its rights againat
the tyranny of usurped power, should not sooner or
later awaken to active sympathy with a nation, which
for fitty years has suffered and bled to obtam all
that is most sacred in this world—independence—a
recognired existence without, and freedom of thought
and action within, And it is impossible that a seri-
ous people, calling iself religious, and having for
many years written in the first page of its gospel of
lifs the inviolability of eonseicnec sa ita highest law,
-shonld not comprehend the European importance of
the Ttalian movement, and feel the breath of God
twenty-four millions of men, whose political revela-
tion, thanks to Home, must inevitably be rcligious.
Indifferenes in such s case ia more immoral than
antagonism. The one may be the fruit of crror, the
other is atheism. We must combat it by every mesns
in our power, not only for ourselves who are strug-
ghing, and have need of encouragement and support,
but for the sake of those whom we address, and for
the honour and the future of humanity.

I have said that the subject of the following writ-
ings 18 the National Italian Cause. T cught perhaps
to have said the Republican Italisn Cause. They
tend, in fact, to show, by evidence, what the Bepub-
lican party has done in Rome, and to explsin its con-
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duct elsewhere. For in Italy, the Republican party
and the National party are one and the same thing.
The party which entitled iteelf moderate, when it
waa but weak and illogival, hae endeavoured within
the last few years to make itself the National party ;
it hae snceeeded only in making iteelf the party of a
Incal dynasty.

It destroyed the canse by limiting the forces
which should have contributed to ita triumph. Tts
regular dieciplined troope, ite arsemals, s well-
fornished tressures, conld not save it from two dis-
hongurable falures, Rome and Vemies, with their
Fepple, fell through the concsntration of forces
infinitely superior; but they fell with honour, and
their fall has bequeathed to the Italisne & prester
conscionsness of their strength, and of their future,
than could have beem given by ten victories under
any other banner. There is another reason which
needs but to be mentioned to have its importance
at once felt by English pood sense, when unobscured
by prejudice or by an entire ignorance of Italian
history. The Republican party in Iialy is not the
offapring of & system, & governmental theory, origi-
nating in the brain of one man, or of several men;
it aprings from facts : itis the offspring of tradition,
and the exponent of the vital conditions of Italian
society,

This not u justification sought for post factum :
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those who know me, know that T am incapable of
such. I am by principle s Republican, that is
to say, rationally speaking, there aro for me but
two legitimate masters, Gtod, in heaven, and the
People—the country guided by the best among
them, wpon earth. The system which, instead of
seeking fo aclmowledge power where it really exists,
that is to say, wherever God has given the highest
umount of genine and of virtue, places it arbitrarily
in sristocratic privilege or hereditary royalty, in to
me but the materialiem of chanee subetituted to an
enlightened choiee. But the faet that a thing be
froe in primeiple eannot give the right of suddenly
enthroning it in practics. Convietion brings with
it the duty of a peaceful apoetolate, it does not
create the right fo reslire in application. Humanity
is not crested here below, we but continue it
Truth is eternsl as the stars, but man only discovers
the stars in proportion as the power of his telescope
is chiarged. The telescope of humanity ie ifa pro-
gressive education. The ground must be prepared.
Truth must not be the menopoly of a few, but the
aspiration, the desire, the prevision of the massea.
Is if, or is it not a0 in Italy ¥ This is the question.

The men who reject the Republican ides with
unreasoning antipathy are evidently as much in the
wrong a8 those who make of it the sine gud mon of
their political action. A Republicmay be s good or
& bad thing, sccording to time and place. There 18 no



