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INTRODUCTION,

Taw subjects of the present volume appeared several years
ago; the first in the Pennsylvania Hospital Reports, published
by Messrs, Lindsay & Blakiston, and the second in the pages
of the Medical and Surgical Reporter, edited by Dr. Butler.

As applications are constantly received for these papers,
the writer has deemed it proper to place them before the
profession in their present form.
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LACERATION OF THE FEMALE PERINEUM:

IT8 HISTORY AND TREATMENT.

‘WHEN it is considered that the female perinenm measures
in its normal condition from one to one and a half ineh,
aund yet, during the final act of parturition is extended to
four and & half—perhaps five—inches, and of course greatly
attenuated, it is not surprising that a separation in its con-
tinuity should frequently occar.

Such accidents doubtless take place in & large majority of
cases from ignorance or carelessness on the part of the medi-
cal attendant, and yet may and do happen in the hands of
the most competent and expert practitioners. The conse-
quences which often ensue are so peculiarly distressing and
mortifying to the female, as to debar her from the compan-
ionship of friends, render her offensive to herself, and seri-
ously to undermine her health. In some degrees of this
injury the patient’s situation ‘is infinitely worse than when
affficted with a vesico-vaginal fistula; and like the latter,
until a comparatively recent period, was deemed beyond the
compass of surgical resource. Tt is almost exclusively the
result of parturition, though occasionally we hear of such
lacerations from external violence, as falling astride the back
of a chair, or aa in the caee related by Prof. H. H. Smith
(Bmith’s Surgery, vol. ii., page 555), where the injury was
produced by the horn of an enraged deer.

Partial lacerations are by no means uncommon, and even
extensive ones, | am disposed to believe, exist to & degree
not. generally suspected. Many females, from motives of
delicacy, timidity, or hopelessnesa, earefully conceal such, suf-
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10 LACERATION ¢F THE FEMALE FERINEUM.

fering in silence the many evila which they entail. The
auccessful management of these, in any degree, constitutes
one of the most important triumphs of modern Burgery ;
and if there is any class in this world, more than another,
placed under unhounded obligations to cherish and respect
our art, it is the mothers of the land.

ANATOMY OF THE FEMALE PERINEUM.

The subject of this paper cannot be well understood wjth-
out some presentation of the anatomieal components of the
female perinenm. Tt extends, in a restricted sense, from the
commiseural conmection of the labia majora to the anus.
The two canals, vagina and rectum, as they approach their
terminations—wvulva and anus—recede from each other,
leaving a triangular space into which the deep portions of
the perineum extend. (Fig. 1.) :

Fig. 1.

1. ¥ogina; 2 Rectum; 3 Triangulnr notoh or space into which penctrotes
the perlneum,

Just within the posterior commissure of the labis majora,
js a transverse duplicature called the fourchette. This is al-
most constantly torn across in the first labor, but is followed
by no inconvenience whatever. The skin and euperficial
fascia being removed, the muscular apparatus is exposed;
consisting of the external sphincter anmi. Its origin com-
mences at the coceyx. At the posterior side of the bowel it
separstes into two elliptical planes which surround the anus,
unite in front, and become inserted into the perineal centre.






