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PREFACE

The following stndy, practically as it stands, was pre-
sented to the Faenlty of Bryn Mawr College in April,
1810, in partial fulfilment of the requireimnents for the
degree of Doetor of T'hilosophy. My interest in the logend
of the Body and Soul began when I was a member of the
Seminary in Middle English at Bryn Mawe during tlie
vear 1IMG-T.  Professor Brown then pointed ont to me a
peendo-Angnstinian homily which contained the theme of
the sonl’= address to its hody, suggesting that T determine
its relation to other Body and Soul materinl.  The results
of that investigation were embodied in an article, “An
Early Homily on the * Body and Soul’ Theme,” which,
thonght completed in that vear, was not published until
April, 1900, in the Jowrnal of English and Germanie
Philalogy.

In the autumn of 1908 T continned my investization of
the legend at the Bibliothéque Nationale. It was at first
my intention to devote myself to a comparative study
of the late versions: the amount and importance of
early waterial, however, soon convineed me that the prob-
lemi of sowrees demandod precedence.  Aceordingly, T
determined to vestriet the field of my inquiry to the
Christian Lgvptian inHuences in the legend.

The extenzion of this snbjeet to include also the Anecient
Egyptian origins of the Christian themes, was largely a
matter of chanee.  From the notes to many translations
from the Coptie, especially those of Mr. Forbes Robinson,
and of 3L Amélineaun, 1 became interested in the sur-
vivals of Ancient Egypt, and tried, though only in a
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general way, to define that influence with relation to the
ideas of the Dody and Soul legend. To M. Amélinean
T owe the suggestion that T work ont these relations in some
detail.

The dizenssion of these Egyptian themes is, of conrse,
heve limited to the motives which appear in the Body
and Soul legend. In my treatment of them, however, I
have allowed myself some latitude, and have included
miterial not essentially relevant to my immediate sub-
ject, even at the risk of lwpairing the proportions of the
work as a whole. T have been led to do this by my o
vietion that the material presented, which is, I think,
largely unknown to students of medizoval liternture, will
prove valuable in the interpretation of later veligious
literature.

Nevertheless, the chapters presenting the Egyptian
beliefs do not elaim to be either complete, or alsalntely
acenrare in all details, A eritieal discussion woulid neces-
savily: be Dbased npou the original Greek, Hobrew, and
Coptic texts, while I have been eompelled to use thew in
translations.  In all probability much additional material
exists in texts which have been inaccessible to me: also
. the translations on which T have depended may not be in
all points acenrvate. T have, however, tried to cover as
nearly as possible the material which has been translated,
and I have sought to avoid the mistakes of translators by
eollating important passages whenever move than one
translation is in existence. In comelusion, 1 feel that T
can use translations with comparative safety beeanse my
dizenssion does not demand the exact reading of the tests,
but is concerned only with the fundamental ideas ex-
pressed,

Thongh working on # legend which has been the sub-
jeet of much study, T have ineluded in thiz dissertation no
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stateient of forter theories, or vefotation of thew. AL
Bationehkof is the only person whose work on the legend
touches the présent field of investigation, e has pub-
lished a long article in Romania (Vol. xx), and several
articles in Itussinn—only one of which T have been able
toeomsnlt.  His study of the legend in Nemania iz the
most imporiant which has vet appeared, and it is the one
which formed the starting point for the present investiga-
tion, 1 have not made a detailed stady and refotation of
the opinions it expresses, however, beeausze, thongh wy con-
clusions differ from bis at almost every point, the trend
of onr arguments is at Lottom the =same, aud wy own
work i= in the breader sense only a coutinuation of his.

To M. Batiouchkof, therefore, T owe my first acknowl-
edgment of indebtedoesz in the writing of this diszerta-
tion, From his article T have token not only much of my
material, but also many of wmy fundamental hypotheses.
Whenever it has seemed pertinent I have acknowledged
particnlar orrowings in the footnotes or in the text, My
seperal indebtedness 1o him, however, deserves reeognition
here,

Tt is a pleasure, also, to acknowledze wy great obliga-
tions to AL E. Amélinean of the Eeole des Hautes Etudes,
(Seiences Religicuses). T have used his translations from
the Coptic very exteasively, and furthermore T am in-
debted to him for personal nid. To him I owe, as I have
said. the sngzestion that I sindy in detail the survivals
of Ancient Egypt in the Christian themes. e las
also snggeeted many individual points in the first chapters,
especially in regard to thoso details of the ancient veligion
which are ecarried over direetly into the Clristian
literature.

My obligations to D, Montague Rhodes JTames, Pro-
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vost of King's College, Cambridge, are of a similar nature.
I owe to his editions of early Christian Apoerypha many
of my texts and referencezs, and T have often bazed my
eoneluzions on ihe opinions he has zet forth in his intro-
duetions.  Dr. James has also been kind enough to allow
me fo dizenss with him almoest all the guestions which
I have treated in chapters two to five.

To Dr. Carleton Brown of Bryn Mawr College, I
am indebted not only for the initial impulze to this stndy,
but also for much assistanee in the course of putting the
vesults into their prezent form. He has read the entire
manuseript several times, and there iz hardly a page
bit owes something to hiz earcful supervision, For the
general arrangement of the material, however, as for the
opinions expressed, I alone am responsible.

L. D.
GEORGETOWN, RENTUCEY, -
Avorst, 1010,
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