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PREFATORY NOTE.

FIHE Notes contained in this volume ane o fmgment of a

Commentiary on the Mew Teatpient which was disfinitely
planned in 1860, For some time Dr Lightioor, Dy Hort and
mivsell had ihscnssed the iestion it varons forms; and in the
spring of that year' o scheme for the distibation of the Books
wad adopted which guided iu o prost degres oure inler work.,  The
Epistles of 56 Panl were assigned to Dr Eightfiof: the Synoptie
Gospels, the Aeta and the Epistles of 8¢ Jumes, 82 Peter and
2t Jude to Pre Hort: the Gospel and Epistles of Se Foko fll o
me.  Two books were not feally assigned, the Epistle to the
Hobrows and the Apocslypee. D Lightfoot wis snwilling to
wndertake the farmer, nor oonld 1 oandertake the hbter. Theee
wis hope for a time that Dr Benson wondd have dealt with the
Epistle to the Hobrews®, and ke has i faor lofi an exposition of
the Apolypse which will I st e published befare long.

No deeailed wethod was adopted e the execntion of the
work ; but we weve tilly agreed on general prineiples, It soemed
to ux that the New Testument shoull “be interpreted ns ooy
other ook with loyal obedience tm e atrictest mles of eriti-
chsak, o the meat oxact schalarship, aed to the frokest historieal
inguivy.  So anly, we belicvid, codd the vudque chameter of the
Heriptures be vightly apprecited s Ceontaining all things geces.
gy to mbvation.  There were parural differepoes hetween o2 in
the applicacion of onr prveiples: e looked pomardly o the
vivid vealisation of the origing] mennng of the wext, another 1o
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the deteriination of the clements of philosophical thealogy which
it oontained, anether to the sorrespondeiees of different parts of
the aposzolic recorids which sugeess the Filuess of the vital harmony
by which they ave nnited,  But varieties of femperamoent never led
to the leass depaveure from the eomemon endeavour bo interpres
the text with scrupulous and unprejudiced fidelity without any
assumption or any reserve, Thie we held, was required by the
divine elaims of the Boolks thewselves, A number there are’
“wvs Hooker ' who think shey comnot adimie as they onght the
“tpower of the word of God, if tn things divine they should attribute
“tany foree bo man's reason  The eircumstances which called
“orth this remark eontrmel sbrangely with the maln controversics
“of the present day; but the cantion is equally meoded, The
*abnegation of renson is not the svidenee of faith, but the confis-
“aion of despair,  Roason and roverenee ave naturl allies, though
“untownnd clreminstances hay sotnetimes interpose aml divorce
“themt” The records, we held, bring ws into fellowship with
the living Lord. “Though the Gospol iz eapable of doctrinal
“exposition, theugh 16 18 emtnently fertle in moez] results, yet its
subetanes i neither o dogootie system nor an othical cede, hot
"y Person and o Lifed"

Ag so0n ws the plan wes Formed Dr Hort begaz to work st the
Synoptie Gospels’,  Intercsting diseussions arcss as lo questions
which would vequire to be dealt with in the Introduetion, nnd the
rowgh bist which De Hort gives in o lobber of December 1 1th 18560
ghews the large view which be took of the task committed to
himd,  Afterwards o joint volome of Beays sugpested by © Essays
and Reviews® was considered a3 preparatory o the Commentary?,
bt the plaz fell throogh under the pressure of other cogage
menks.

Before very long i Hars tnvmed tram the Symoptic Gospels 2o
the Catholic Epistles, Tn 1852 ho was 'net without hopes of
“getting [a volume containing St Jaases, 36 Poter, and St Jude]
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