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After all, Slavery in thelr cass fihe Jamales slavss) 18 bol ansther Bame for
serenimle—M. O, LEws,
¥

Irish whites have been long emamcipatsd, and nobody asks them o work, or
Pty tham to weork, on conditton of Onding (ke potatoss.—CiRLYLE.

I mever paw servimis in sny obl Bngliah femily more comfertable or more de-
voted ; it in u veliel 15 Bbh ADY thing B0 puirierchal wfer the ® * * Northern Sintes.
I would rether be a * alove™ hers, than & grumbling, saucy * help” there.—Mine
My khaT tn o gis.

CHARLESTORN, B C.:

HoCARTER & GO, PTBLISHERS.
116 MeevyIiNa ETRERT.

1856.
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JAMES L. PETIGKU, LLD.

T A8E permisgion to inscribe the following verses fo
you. If not a fit offering to your taste and judgment,

they st least give me an opportunity for saying how

much I admive the wit, intellect; and learning which
you have devoted with so much succesa to every noble
. purpose ; which have never failed friend or atranger in
distress, nor shrunk from a toil or sserifice required by
Juetice, Humanity, or Genorosity.

" The most exalted station in society ia that of the
Advocate who employs distinguished legal attainments
and abilitiea to defend the unfortunate, vindicate trath
and right, and maintain law, order, and established
government, and this station is universally admitted
to be yours. }

S ——



PREFACE.

THE malipgnant abnse lavished on the slaveholdern
of America by writers in this country and England
can be aceounted for but in one way eonsistently with
any degree of charitable considerstion for the slander-
ers. 'They have no knowledge of the thing abused.
They subetitute an ideal of their own contriving for
the reality. They regard alavery as a system of
chains, whips, and tortures. They congider its abuacs
83 its necessary condition, and a cruel master ita fair
representative. Mr. Clarkaon took np the snbject,
originally, aa a fit one for a college exercise in rhetoric,
and it became a rhetorical cxercise for life to himself
and his followers. 'With theas people the cruelty of
slavery i3 an affair of tropes and figures. But they
have dealt 20 long in metaphorical fetters and prisona,
that they have brought themselves to helieve that the
Negroes work in chains and live in dungeons.

"To prove the evils of slavery, they collect, from all
quarters, its abuses, and show the same regard for fair-
negs and common sense aa they would do to gather



vi PREFACE
all the atrocities of their own country committed by
Jusbands and wives, parents and children, masters and
relations in life in consequence of their abuses.
Thahbmnuﬂ'aswmngmﬂumltymﬂnglmd,
but they asy it is agsinst the law, agsinst public opin-
ion; he may apply to the courts for redresa; these
are open to him. Cruelty to the slave iz equally
againgt the law. It i# equally condemned by public
opinion; snd 88 to the courts of law heing open to
the panper hireling, we may remember the reply of
Bhendan t0 & similer remark, Yes, and so are the
London hotels : justice and a good dinmer at = public
bouse are equally within his reach. If, in consequence
of the evils incident to hireling labor—hecause there are
starving hirelings, it were proposed to abolish hireling
Iabor, it would be quite s just and logical as the ar-
grument to abolish slavery hocsnse there are sufferings
among slaves, and hard hearts among masters. The
cruelty or suffering is no more a necessary part of the
one system than of the other. Notwithstanding its .
ficially with white laborers; and so also, notwithstand-
inghudmntam,ahvﬁy smong a Christian people,
is advantageous to the Negro. But to eatablish the
hireling system with Africans would be as wise as to
endeavor to bestow the constitutional government of
England on Ashsntee or Dahomey. In both cases
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there wonld be an equal amount of abstract truth and
practical absurdity.

flavery is that system of labor which exchanges
aubsistence for work, which secures a life-maintemance
from the master to the slave, and givea a life-labor
from the glave to the master. The slave is an appren-
itce for life, and owes his labor to his master; the mas-
ter owea support, during life, to the slave. Blavery is
the Negro system pf labor. He is lazy and improvi-
dent. Slavery makes all work, and it insures homes,
food, and clothing for all. It permita no idlenesa, and
it provides for mickmess, infancy, and old age. It al-
lows no tramping or skulking, and it knows no pau-
perism. |
" This is the whole system substantially. All crnelty
is an abuse; does not belong to the institation; is now
punizhed, and may be in time prevented. The abuses
of glavery are ag-open 1o all reforming ipfiuences aa
those of any other civil, socal, or political condition.
The improvemént in the trestment of the slave is as
marked ag in that of any other laboring class in the
world, I it be true of the English soldier or silor
that his condition has been ameliorated in the last fifty
years, it is quite as true of the negro.

If alavery is subject to abuses, it has ita advantages
also. It establishes more permanent, and, thercfore,
kinder relations between capital snd labor. Tt removes
what Stuart Mill calls *the widening and imbittering
fend between the class of labor and the class of capi-
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tal.” It draws the relation closer between master and
servant. It is not an engagement for days or weeks,
but for life. There is no such thing with slavery as
a labhorer for whom nobody cares or provides. The
most wretched feature in hireling labor is the isolated,
miserable cresture who has no home, no work, no food,
and in whom no one is particularly interested. Thds
iz seen among hirelings only.
Themleu{alﬂmmﬂmnghttn.beagmatwﬂm
the slave. But what is it substantislly more than a
transfer of labor from one employer to another? Is
thie sn evil to the Iaborer? Would it be considered
an evil by the European hireling if the laws required
every master, before he dismissed his workmen, to se-
cure to them snother employer? Would it be an evil
to the hireling to be certain of obtaming work—to be
.gafe from the misery of having no employer, no work,
while he i starving for bread? The sale of the slave
is the form in which the laws secure the slave from
this misery of the hireling—secure to him a certainty
ﬂfmpinjmmtnndawmtynfmm The
hireling has neither.
Iinmtﬂjihntnlavmymthubmtnyutamnfhp
bor, but only that it is the best for the Negro in this
country. In a nation composed of the same race or
similar races, where the laborer iz intelligent, indus-
trioue, and provident, money-wagea may be better than
subsistence. Even under all advantages there are grest
defects in the hireling system, for which, hitherto, no
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statesman has discovered an adequate remedy. In
hiveling states there are thonsands of idlers, trampers,
poachers, smugglers, drunkards, and thieves, who make
theft a profession. Theye are thousands who suffer for
want of food and clothing, from inability to obtain them.
For these two claases-—those who will not work, and
those who can not—there is no sufficient provision.
Among alaves there are no trampers, idlers, smugglers,
poachers, and none suffer from want. Every one is
made to work, and no ons is permitted to starve. Slav-
ery does for the Negro what European schemers in vain
attempt to do for the hireling. Tt secures work and
subsistence for all. It secures more order and subor-
dination alsp.* The master is a Commiasioner of the
Poor on every plantation, to provide food, dothing,
medicine, houses, for his people. He is a police-officer
to prevent idlenesa, drunkencss, theft, or disorder., 1
do not mean by formal appointment of law, but by vir-
tne of his relation to his slaves. There is, therefore,
no starvation among slaves. There are, comparative-
ly, few crimes. If there are paupers in slave states,
they are the hirelings of other countries, who have ron
away from their homes. Pauperism began with them
when serfage waa abolished.

* One of the best arranpements for the relief of the hireling Tubor-
er s the provision made in France of houses where the children of
labarers are taken in when the luborers go to work in the morning,
are carefolly attended during the day, and reatored to the parents on
thelr retarn at night. Amm‘hrpmnmunﬁurﬁumofwdmnu
found on every plantation.
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