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THE PUBLISHERS TO THE PUBLIC.

I, These pages contain a narrstive of facte likely to
interest many persons. )

II. Young persons will find an insfructive example in
these pagea they may imitats with great pereonal adyan-
tage.

III. To young Ministers of the Gospel, the exampls
of the earnest lifa of this faithful Preacher, as sat forth
a3 & model, they may imitate with advasntage to them-
palves and to their charehes.

IV. The natrative will suggest many practical lessons
which the intelligant reader will adopt for self-improve-
ment.

V. Beoking only to do good by disseminating ruth,
the narrstive i commended to the Christian ehurch
universal, and to the best judgment of the public gene-
rally.






LIFE AND MINISTRY

OF TEE

REV, C. H. BPURGEON,

INTRODUCTION.

OPULAER faver has seldom been ghown
t0 any man so extensively, and so
epontansongly, as it has been to the
Rev. Charles Haddon Spurgeon, Al
though some of the woret feelings of
haman nature have long been in active
axeroies to check the benevolent labors
of thie philanthropic youthfel divine,
Fet an oversecing snd an overruling
Providencs Las directad the immue. The

favors of fricnds and the frowns of foer have together

resulted in promoting the great work for which this
modern Whitefleld peems especially raised up, namely,
to preach the gespel in a manner which shall secure its
weleome to the hearts of multitudes who have hitherto
disregardad it

Many have been the inquiries which have been made
respeoting Mr. Spurgeon’s antecedents. One msks to




8 HEV, 0. H. SPURGEON,

which of the univetsities ha belongs: another wonders
how so young & man obtained holy orders ; a third puts
the question plainly, Who ordained the young man? A
page would not suffice to enumerate the interrogatives
we have ourselves heard from all classes of people;
from the plain-spoken Englishman, from the penetrating
Bcotchman, from the mirthful son of Frin, and from not
a few of our transatlantia brethren. Indeed we have had
this kind of verbal investigation continued, with the great-
€5t possible relish by the inguirer, for an hour together,
without auy apparent abatement in iuterest, In some in-
atances, the desire for information heg led to a successibn
of gueries so varied and eo strange, that & prudent man
would rather Temain silent than try to satisfy auch pruri-
ent curicaity. In thig preat London, thonsands of voices
have repeated the question in one day—*"Who 1= thig
Spurgeon ?” and, to tnany, a negutive was not an sn-
gwer; eo that where positive information of & reliable
Kind conld not be obtained, imagination has too often
gupplied its place, 0 the injury of both the subject of
this glkeetch, and the work in which be is engaged. o
intensc was the desire for information respecting Mr.
Spurgeon during several months, that whoever would
riek & few pages of biographical anecdotes, historical in-
cidents, or doctrinal peculiarities, at the price of & penny,
was gura to sell the work by thonsands. Those transicnt
phantome have now all passed away, having satisfied
the mere inquisitor; while the seckers after knowledge
ara atill eagerly deairing to know more. The number
of these is still & multitude. Were it otherwise, we



