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INTRODUCTION

Mr. Giddings is one of those teachers who
insist on making sight-singing a necessary part
of music education. Those who cannot read
words are classed as “illiterates,” and Mr. Gid-
dings makes the same classification in music.

Wherever music is taught, either in private
or public schools, much time is spent in doing
something with the notation. Mr. Giddings
believes that instead of surrounding it with
a veil of mystery and wasting time on stunts
this part of the music period should be em-
ployed in the most effective way possible in
teaching the children to read, and that all
vagueness as to the meaning of the symbols
of music should be removed from the minds
of the pupils. Mr. Giddings lets the class drive
ahead and “learn to read by reading.” He
cuts out all unnecessary effort and focuses the
attention of the pupils on the work they are
expected to do, whether it be singing by note,
learning a rote song, “finishing off a piece” or
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anything else that legitimately belongs to music
teaching.

In doing this, Mr. Giddings uses pure song
material as a medium, believing that the best
way to inspire soulful singing is to bring the
soul of the child in contact with the soul of
the composer without obtruding too much
soul-less talk about soul.

There is a great deal of soulful singing in
the Minneapolis schools, but it is not without
a foundation of good sense coupled with hard
work which gives joy to all concerned.

C. H. Coxcpon,



