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PREFACE.

THE following pages have no claim to originality. The
substance of them was collected for a course of College
Lectures ; and they profess to be no more than g compilation
from other larger works. The justification of the writer for
publishing them, if there be any, lies in the fact that there
is not, 5o far as he iz aware, any single book which serves
well as a first introduction te the science of the Textual
Criticistn of the New Testament in its present advanced
state  Dir. Tregelies' History of the Printed Text of the
Mew Testament, and Mr. Scriveners indicpepsable Plain
Introdpction to the Crtcism of the New Testament, were
published, the one in 854, the other in 1861, A new edition
of Homme and Tregelles’ Introduction to the Study of the
Bible was published in 1863 ; the fourth velome of which, on
the New Testament, contains a few pages of adofsads, with
notices of collations and critical publications dowm to that
time; but im other respects it is merely a reprint of the
earlier edition of 1856, Since then, however, & good deal has
been done, with which the student should be acquainted.

These three books, the articles * New Testament, * Versions
{Ancient),’ ard * Vulgate,) in Dr. S5mith's Dictionary of the
Bible, the Prolegomena to Tischendor™s Greek Testament
{seventh edition), and to his editens of the Sinaitic and
Vatican Manuscripts, the Prolegomena to Lachmann's Greek
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Testament, and to Kuenen and Cobet’s edition of the Vatican
MS., as well as to Dean Alford’s last edition of his Greek
Testament {vol i}, and Scrivener's Collation of the Sinaitic
MB5., are the chief sources from which information has been
taken, To such wotks as these the student must have. re-
course, if he is led on to wish to il up much that be will
here find sketched in mervest outline. To collect into a small
compass the leading facts on which the science of Textual
Criticism is founded, and to present {o the begimner the prin-
ciples of the science, divested of the repelling mass of detail
which necessarily meets him in the lasper works, has been
the writer's aim; ih the hope that he may give some little
assistance to those who are entering on a subject that is
interesting in itself, and some 1=t'|'.L:!'|?|r1~Ez1dg\ﬁlT of which sesms
indispensable to an intellizent study of the edginal Text of
the New Testament.

The writer has to thank severzl friends for their kind help
and suggestions, especially the Rev, C. W. Boase of Exeter
College, and the Rev. G. W, Kitchin of Christ Church,

NOTICE TO THE SECOND EDITION,

Mr. Scrivener has now published a second edition of his
Introduction to the Criticism of the New Testament, thoroughly
revised, and containing about a hundred pages of new matter.
Valuable before, that book is now invaluable to the critical
student of the New Testament ; and the following pages are
largely indebted to it.

The fact of a second edition of these  Outlines’ being called



PREFACE, vii

for, notwithstanding the existence of so complete a work,
secms to indicate that a need is felt of some such first guide
to the subject as this aims at being. Hence it has been
revised and corrected with all possible care. Some errors
have been removed, some statements modified ; several para-
graphs hayve been re-written, and several new oncs added.
At the same time by the removal of some unnecessary matter
space has been gained, so that the book does not much
ex¢eed in bulk what it was before.

Thanks are again due to several friends for eribicisms and
snggestions.

PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION,

Ouoly & few alterations, and those for the maost part verbal,
have been made in this ediion There is one, however, of
some importance in that portion of chap. iv, § 2, which treats
of the Old Latin Vetsions, These paragraphs have been
re-written in consequence of recent investipations.

I would take this opportunity, however, in view of freguent
misconceptions and misstatements, te draw the student’s
attention to the salient points of the line of argument which
the following pages are intended to develope

Seeing that the azutographs of the sacred writers have
perished, and that no MS. of the first three centuries survives,
it is plain that we can only discover what was the criginal
text of the New Testament by some method of inference
dealing with such evidence as does exist,

Our method, so far from being founded upon * gratuitous
conjectures,’ claims for itself the merit that in it mere hypo=
thesis is reduced to a miplmum. It professes to give the
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greatest weight to diplomatic evidence, the value of which
has besn proved by a repular inductive arpument.

We have the following allowed facts to start with: The
earlier MSS. of the WNew Testament, the number of which is
comparatively small, though with many differences among
themselves, yet on the whole combine in presenting a type of
text differemt from the Ferfus Receffues: on the other hand
the mass of later MSS5., perhaps a hundred times more
numerons, ol with sany differences omong fRemselves (for
neither are these unanimous), yet oo the whole agree in
a type of text tesembling the Tewder Recepinr. It would
probably be allowed that 4 prder, the text of an early MS.
would be more likely than that of a latc one to represent the
oniginal Apostalic text. Buat this is not enough Not oaly
must we be able to give good reason for deciding which of
these two types of text we believe to be nearest (o the original,
but our theory must account for the existence of the other
type, and for the muotual relations of the two.

Comparative Criticism begins by asking, What can be
discovered about the text of the MNew Testament o early
times? And by an induction based upon the readings of a
larpe nmumber of passages actually quoted in early writers,
whose dates are known, and in versions the age of which
is approximately known, it is able to assert that these agree
oan the whole with the readings of the early M55, and of a
few stray later ones here and there, and that they do not
agree with the readings of the mass of later MSS. And
as & second stage of the argument, it goes on to point out
the conditions and influsnces under which the later, or Con-
stantinopolitan, type of M35, was probably derived from the
earlier, or Alexandrine, type during repeated transcriptions.
Hence it is no arbitrary selection, when the testimony of the



DESCRIFTION OF FACSIMILE PLATE.

Wo. 1. Seven lines from the Codex Sinalticns, containing 5, John xxi,
24, 35, Koy ouBapny of ahnlns eorur 3 uaproga avrow  egrer B wa adda
ToRAAE® @ EMTEr o 0 GTOMN eCF Ypagnras xad e mw

No. & Two pestages from the Codex Vaticanus

The firgt two lines, from the first vere of the Epistle to the Ephe-
signg, show how the wopds ¢ gera were omitted by the fimst soribe
and itserted afterwards in the morgin,

The other passage i= from 5. John xxi. 357 aml token with No. 1
gives an opportunity of comparing the writing of these two. great
mamscripts,

The accents in hoth are due to the soribe who inserted the words
£¥ Egidta,

Hoth Me. 1L and Mo, 2 are mhen from the Flate in Tizchendor's
Transcription of the Codex Vaticanus.

No. 2. This facsimile, which is excellently reodered from the Plate
at the end of the Fifth Volume of Tischendor's Meonumenta Sacra
Inedita, exhibits at once specimens of a Palimpsest, an Uncial manu-
script of the ninth century, and a Cursive of the thirteenth cemtury.
The manuscript is known as Codex Porphyrianus. The lower writing
contalngs Acts iv, ro-rs.

‘The poassage in Cursive character is Heb. vil, 17-15,

The abbraviations for réios and dpys. marking the and aml baginning
of lections, will be observed in the margin of the Palimpsest writing, in
the same ink and by the same hand as the text; showing that the book
wag preparsd for ecclesiastionl wee, The accents and other marks are
frimea miane,



