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FOREWORD

New conditions of need in the world are calling
for new standards of stewardship in the church, or,
rather, for new applications of the divine and unchang-
ing standards of giving, as well as of living and serv-
ing. The challenge to “give” and “save” and
“ serve "' stares one in the face on every side. Lessons
of economy and of genernsity are being taught on a
nation-wide scale, indeed, on a world-wide scale. Now
that God is speaking by the mouths of cannon and in
the din of battle,

“Is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgment seat,”

a fresh study of the subject of stewardship is pecu-
liarly opportune for those who would know and do
the will of God in relation to “ things," especially as
represented by money.

This series of studies aims to meet the growing de-
mand for a treatment of the problems of personal
economics from a standpoint somewhat different from
that of most economists. It differs in that it begins
further back, recognizing that in the production and
distribution of property—be it money or whatever
form of material value—God in a very real and prac-
tical sense is the Chief Partner and is to be reckoned
with, together with the Individual and Society.

1x



X FOREWORD

Important as it is to understand the principles which
regulate the mutual relationships of the Individual and
Society, it 1s no less essential to master the funda-
mental relations between the Individual and God, in-
volved as these are in man’s possession and use of
(God's property.

Moreover, in the whole process, from the acquiring
of property or its equivalent in money to the final
accounting, the main consideration 15 given in this
course to the reflex effect upon character, It is this
vital element in the sulject which invests it with such
solemn, such stupendous importance. Money, most
common of temporal things, involves uncommon and
eternal consequences.

No wonder, then, that God has given stewardship
so important a place in the training of the human race.
It is one of the divine kindergarten methods of de-
veloping human life. The grace of giving is God’s
antidote for human selfishness. It has three distinct
angles of relation in which to e viewed: upward,
in relation to God; inward, in relation to the Individ-
ual; cutward, in relation to Society, The field which
lies within the outward angle, having to do with the
Individual's relation to the community, has been well
covered by those who specialize in political economy
and n social service. ' We concern ourselves now more
particularly with the other aspects, comparatively
neglected as yet, that have to do with the relation
which a man's things have to God and to man's own
self-expression.



FOREWORD xi

In assembling the material here presented for this
text-book credit may not always have been given.
Sometimes, indeed, it has seemed difficult to make sure
to whom it belongs; for in the growing mass of ma-
terial on the subject it is not uncommen to find identity
of ideas and even of expression. Gratefully acknowl-
edging obligation to those who have worked in this
field, the author has freely exercised his right to differ
with them, while gladly according the same right to
others.

If these studies serve to stimulate ndependent
thought and free discussion and then lead to a practical
application of the principles of stewardship on the part
of individuals and churches, they will have achieved
their purpase.

LIf it is desired to ebridge the course, comline
Chapter IIT with IV, and V' awith VI, making six ses-
sions instead of eight. )

Davip McConaveny.

New Yorg,
Augusi 15, 1018,



