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THE HOHENZOLLERNS

CHAPTER I

IRTRODUQTORY

O April 18th, 1417, Frederick of Hohenzollern, Bur-
grave of Niiremberg, was invesied by the Empeoror
Sigismund with the title and dipnities of Eleotor of
Brandemburg, On Januwary 18th, 1701, Frederick 111,
Elector of Brandenburg, was erowned King of Prussia.
On January 18th, 1871, William I, King of i, WS

glaimed German Eroperor. In 1014, his  grondson

illiam II, King of Prosain and German Kaiser, en-
deavoured to assert a claim, not recoguised by othor
European powers, to a still moro extended dominion,
attainablo only by the total destructiom of ihe power
of Fronce, of the Briiish Empire, and of Russia, It
appears improbable at the present time that those
nations will be reduced to acquiescence. It also appears
that an appreciablo curtailment of the powers of the
house of F-Ipnhenmllum will be the inevitable and for-
tunate alternative.

The Brandenburg Electorate was bestowed upon a
capable noble of the Holy Roman Empive whese ad-
vancement was thorowghly justificd by his many ad-
mirable qualities, Tho crown of Prussis was assumud
by or grauted to & prinee of no great merié who suc-
coeded to the Electorate at the moment when his father
had raised Brandenburg from the position of insigni-
fieanee in which he had d it to that of a Power not
indeed of the firsé class l;nii at loust very far from
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negligible. Frederiek TI, the grandson of Frederick I,
his own genius and by the instrumentality of the
army which his father had oreated, established Prussia
23 a first-class Power and the rival of Austria for the
leadership of Germarny, A hundred vears later, William
I, not by his own genius but by that of the mighty
minister to whom he gave his confidence, Otto von Bi
marck, and by the instramentality of the army directed
by Moltke, disposed of the Habeburg rivalry for the
leadership of Germany, and by his victories over Austria
and France established Germany as the greatest military
wer in Europe. Hiz grandson William II discarded
mmarck, and developed the policy aiming al world
dominion of which the imsue is now being fought ouf
on the battlefields of Europe.

Frederick Willizn, * the Great Hleotor,” who reigned
from 1640 to 106587, waa the first Hohenzollern who
acquired international consequence. His  grandson,
Frederick William I, the smun:} King of Prussia, was &
prince of very remarksbla perronality who made possible
the achiovements of his son and successor, Frederick
“the Great,” achicvements which justify that compli-
mentary title, Frederick left no sons to succeed him.
Of the thres ]’-’.i:ﬁ{ﬁ who followed him, each one proved
quite emphatically that he was by no means a great
man. The fourth, Willinre I, was neither a far-seei
statesman nor an ineomparable soldier ; but greatness
was thrust upon him by the stafesman and the soldier
by whom he was great enough fo allow himself to be
guided. All men are agreed that the elements of great-
ness were nobly combined in his son Kaiser Frederick I ;
but he waa suffered fo reign only for a few montha.
To the greatness of PFrederick’s son, let Belgium be
called as witness,

But let this be sald of the house of Hohenzollern.
In the seventeenth cenfury it raised an insignificant
state to o position of corzequence. In the eighteenth
century it transformed a minor Power—partly, indeed,
by sheer aggression, bul partly by a quite ficent
resistance to overwhelming odds—into a  firsi-claas
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Power. In the pinetesnth century, a Hohenzollern
vo to Gormany a unify which a thousand years of the
Iy Boman Empire had utterly failed to give her;
since, unauppnt‘i{'rfl by the erown, Bismarek and Moltke
would have wrought in vain, The thres Hohenzollern
rinces who have heen galled * Great,” succeeded
E:ﬁimm each pursned o truly national poley, but none
attempted to transgress its limits—the limits which were
too narrow for German ambitions in the twentieth
century. None of them was overburdened with scrupu-
losity, but each had moral standards to which he
adhered. The Great Elector twice refused the erown
of Poland, becanse he regarded it as & politienl m%ﬂmait{
that the king should he a Catholic, Frederick IT, wit
. somewhat eynical frankness profossed and proetised
the principle that treaties should be broken if the
securty of the State demanded it, but he did not claim
that security and convenience wers equivalent ferms,
William allowed Bismarck to bo tho keeper of hia
wlitical vonsoience ; and whatever Bismarck did was
ong with some exouse which carried with it af least
o show of moral plaosibility sufficient to satisfy if not
})ﬂﬁii‘-i‘?ﬁl}' to convinoe his master. None of them ever
ound it pecessary to resort to pure invention in order
to provide something which might pass as a justification
for palpably indefensible action,

Professorial Germany appears fo labour under the
conviction that in Germany and primarily in Prossia
iz to be found the motive power for the advancement
of vivilisation. In reviewing the history of the Hohen-
zollerna, it is curfovsly diffioult to discover any single
respect in which Enropean progross is indebted fo
Prussian sources, Among the other nations, Britain
perhaps owed o debt to Frederick the Groat beoanse, in
the Seven Years' War, Franoe divided her energics and
wasted her troops in fighting the King of Prussia in-
gtead of confining herself exclusively to the struggle
with Fogland, Buot Frederick was fighting, not for the
sake of his Ally, nor oven for the Furopean balwnee of
Power, but to save Prossia from annibilation. He was
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hiing not for any general canse but exclosively for
E%s own kingdom. Whether anyone outside of PI?:IEE!'H.
was the betfer for his evocess may be guestiomed.
Only at a single epoch in our history—from the moment
when Yorck in effeot raised the standard of Prussian
revolt agninst the Napoleonic domination at the close
of 1812, to the moment when Blicher's arrival on the
field of Waterloo sealed the doom of Napoleon—did
Prussia play a heroic part @ a common cause. And
even then, the lead was not given by the Hohenzollern,
who was swopt somowhat tantly along the tide of
irresiztible popular feeling. There have n fervent
and &iﬁtiﬁlishcd patriots among the Hobenzollern
princes. henzollern  privees have even oxtended
their patriotizm to Germany at lrge, They have served
Prusaia, they have served Germany—not always to
Germany’s benefit. But not one of them has ever
attempted to serve Europe.

CHAPTER I
THE FOUNDING OF PRUSSLA
8 1. The Early Hohenzollerns

Tar Mark or March of Erandaub;;g was primarily a
military colony or outpost plan by the German
emperors on the norih-cast of the Empive to control
hold back the Slavs between the Elbe and the
Oder, In course of time, the whole region ruled b
the margraves, * morcher earls "' as they would have
bheen ealled in England, became thoroughly Germanised,
The margraves were persons of eonsiderable import-
ance, But the old Ascanian line became extinet in the
fourtoenth centory. Annrchy followed ; and as the
time of the Council of Constance {a year or two after
Afginmurt-}, the Emperor Sigismimd conferred the Mark
of Brandenburg upon his friend and supporter Froderick
of Hohenzollern, Burgrave of Hﬂramli?:g. With the
margravnte went the electoral dignity ; the margrave



