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Auwowasr all great nations there are certain
popular customs, which commonly escape the
notive of grave historians, but which are
seized with avidity by satirists, and chiefly
give pungency to their literary compounds.
How much of the high life and low Jife of
Rome would for ever have remainsd hidden
: B



2 BT. (HEYEOSTOM'S

when the curtain of time had dropped over
them, if they had not been pointed cut and
jeered at by such unsparing critica as Horaoe,
Juvensl, Martial and Petronius, In their
pages, posterity has discovered the intrigues of
Roman ladies, the horrible vicea of the men,
the banquets of pescocks, turbots, lobaters,
British oyeters, muollet stewed in Venafrian oil,
lumpreys and geese livers washed down by
sextaries of old Falernian, creating a second
honger (aliz fames), and demanding a mid-
night sapper.! In fact, satiriats are peculiarly
the historians of vics and folly.

But we do not ordinarily expect to find the
same character in tha worke of Christian
divines. The trestises and commentsries of
modern theology, snd the sermons of modern
pulpits, would be supposed to transgress the
limits of good taste if they were to enter into
the details of every-day life, and attempt any
minute representation of men and manners.
Rare, indeed, pince the Reformation, have been
the instances amongst ¥nglich or Continental
divines of euch pictorial declamations ; but in

1 This practics, which Jovemal ridiooles, was continned
to Bb. Chrysostom's time, Gonrmands i Selrva Tolr dpfe-
rour owerrderes ere demounced by him, * Quod Newo
leditur,” &o, hb, § 7.
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England, old Hugh Latimer, and in France,
Masgillon were illustrions exceptions to the
general rule. And it would be difficult to
show why the pulpit should not point at the
- glaring extravagances of the day, or bring to
light the hidden things of darkmess. Surely it
would thus have been employed by St. Paul.
Its mild bot weighty rebukes would be found
more effectual guards and supports of virtue
than the stinging chastisements of satire.?
‘When men cannot be “laughed into reform,”
they may be awe-struck by the thunders of a
viclated law. But the modesty of preachers
ghrinks now from an exposure of sin’s worst
deformities : ¥ice is shandantly loxuriant, but
we choosa to suppose that it i comcealed
behind & veil, which it would be improdent to
raise.

Not so the great St, Chryeostom. No
soruples of real or false delicacy—no dread of
entering the liste with popular prejudices, or
with the influence of weslth and power—no
regard for any arbitrary rules of teste—ever
deterred him from ferreting ont vice, and then
kolding it, as it were, at arm’s length, to the

2 The puperiority of the polpit over satira iz wall
argaued by Cowper In the Ssoond Book of © The Tesk,' bub
the pussage ia teo loog for quotation,
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