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AUTHOR'S PREFACE
(To Seconp Eprmion)

HEN the author’s first book for the clergy,

“Priestly Practice,” went into a second edi-
tion in less than six months after its appearance,
his publishers somewhat complacently styled it
“the clerical best-seller of 1914.” 'The larger first
edition of “Clerical Colloquies” was disposed of,
in 1916, with equal rapidity; and, although the first
cdition of the present work was about twice as
large as the imitial issuc of "Priestly Practice,”
the demand for another edition has come when the
book is scarcely more than two months old. Or-
ders for about one-fourth of the whole first edition
were received indeed before the page-proofs of the
volume were corrected,—a compliment obviously
paid lo the lwo works mentioned above rather than
to the present book.

While this exceptionally rapid sale is naturally
welcome to both publishers and author, the latier
at least is still more gratified by the uniformly
laudatory tone in which such competent eritics on
both sides of the Atlantic as have thus far in pri-
vate letters or publie print expressed their opinion
of the book have spoken of its merits and its worth.
The London Month is kind enough lo say lhat the
work “is characterized by the same soundness and
moderation of view, the same wide reading and
observation, and the same unforced humor as
mark the author’s previous brightly written vol-
umes.” America remarks that the author “has
again made all priests his debtors,” and adds:
“Father O'Neill’s ideals are invariably high and
eminently sensible, he talks fearlessly and plainly
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