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PREFACE.

Mosr of the treatises of Logick im
common use have been formed on the
model of the ancient systems, and are
encumhbered with many scholastick
subtilties and unimportant distne-
tions. The instructions, which they
, furnish on the subject of ratiocination,
consist of very little more, than a de-
scription of the syllogism, and a few
general principles of demonstrative
rensoning. They contain no elements
nor rules to assist us in rensoning on
subjects of probability, or on the ordi-

nary events of human life, The man-
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ner, in which these books are written,
is ill adapted to the comprehension of
young minds. In explaining the op-
erations of reasoning, many technical
terms and arbitrary forms are employ-
ed, of which the tendency is rather
to embarrass and perplex, than te in-
struct the learner.

Though much has been written, of
late years, on the powers and opera-
tioms of the mind, yet there have been
but few attempts to form a system of
Logick for the use of those, who are
ecommencing the study., Collard has
improved the syllogism, by simplify-
ing its principles, and divesting it of
its ancient trappings of modes and
figures. Condillac has proved the
importance of the method of indue-
tion, by pointing out the manner} in
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which nature teaches us to analyse
the objects, which she presents to our
observation, In “ An Kssay on the
“ elements, principles, and different
“modes of reasoning,” by Richard
Kirwan, LL. D, " all the subjects,
which properly fall within the pre-
cinets of Logick, are amply discussed.
But this work is teo minute and pro-
lix, to be used as a text book in semi-
naries of edueation. Every person,
who is much conversant with this de-
partmeut of knowledge, must have
perceived the want of a treatise of
Logick, more clementary, and better
aceommodated to the present improv-
ed state of the philosephy of the mind,
than any of thoese, which are now in
use. ,

"The profesaid ohject of Logick is

1 :
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to furnish rules for the direction of
the understanding in its various in-
quiries after knowledge. It should
therefore teach the principles of eve-
ry species of reasoning, which we
have occasion to make use of, both in
the pursuits of science, and in the or-
dinary transactions of life. Demon-
strative reasoning can be employed
enly about general truths, and such
relations, a8 are in their nature im-
mutable. It is of little use in regn-
lating our judgments and conclusions
concerning events, which are irregu-
lar in their occurrence, and which de-
pend on contingent circumstances.
To reason on subjects of this kind, it
i necessary to understand the nature
of moral evidence, and the grounds of
probability. It is by moral evidence



alone, that we reason on historical
facts, and the casual occarrences of
life. Xt is also this evidence, which
influences our conclusions on the im-
portant and interesting subjects of
- government, morals, and religion.

Under these impressions, the wri-
ter of this compend has pursued the
following plan. After passing through
the customary distinctions of terms
and propositions, he has given a brief
account of moral evidence, and point-
ed out the cirenmastances, which dis-
tinguish it from demonstrative. A
concise view is then given of the dif-
ferent forms of reusoning, with the
principles, on which they respectively
proceed.

The books, which have been prin-
- cipally consulted in forming this sum-



