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A CLINICAL STUDY OF TWO HUNDRED AND NINETY-
THREE CASES OF PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS
WITH SPECTAL, REFERENCE TO SPECIFIC 4
MEDICATION AND ITS RESULTS
HY
EarL vow BUCK, M.D., anp Sivie vox Ruck, M.D,
' Asheville, K. C.

In the present report of 203 cases of pultnonary tuberculosis we
have adopted the classification of stages and results according to the form
recommended by the National Assoclation for the Study of Tuberculosis.

We do this for the purpose of making our statistical data uniform
with others, but with a sacrifice of a certain degree of prognostic value
as concerns the grouping of stages, or classes of cases in which the
National Association thought best to comply with Turban’s method,
probably because the latter is largely used in Furope and the Committee
wished tn make American statistice conform with those of other
countries.

We are, however, still of the opinion that the prouping of cases
as they come under treatment, having for its object the comparison of
eventually obtainable results, cannot be based upon the extent of physical
signs, or of local alterations disclosed by thiem, simply because they do not
necessarily stand in relation to the prospect of improvement and recovery;
and because even if they did, differences in the skill of physical examina-
tion, or in the interpretation of signs hy different observers, would neces-
sarily vary to a degree that individual statistics of results obtained
could not he comparable. '

The cases subject to the present report were classified on admission
from a purely prognostic standpoint, and in re-arranging the classifi-
cation a number of cases from our most favorable group (4) had to be
changed to the moderately advanced stage, while of our previous group
{#) not a few cases needed to be put into the far advanced stage, On the
other hand several cases which we had grouped with elass () required
to be moved forward Lo the second stage although the prognestic outlook
was exceedingly doubtful. ]

As heretofore we report no cases that were treated for less than a
month. Concerning the results obtained that amount to less than an
apparent cure or arrestment of the disease, it should be stated that but for
a premdture discontinuance of treatment by the patient, many of the
improved cases could have appeared as cured or arrested in the table
which follows:
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its persistent use added thus 14 instances of bacillary sputum in which
the bacilli, as a rule, disappeared at an early period, this advantage to the
number of cases reported as free from tubercle bacilli on discharge, is
counter-balanced by the greater number of 17, in whose sputum they could
be demonstrated only on repeatedly resorting to the same critical search,

Night Sweats,

Night sweats were present on admission in 87 cases or 29.7 per cent.;
on discharge in 11 cases or 3.8 per cent. All the cases in which this symp-
tom persisted were instances of progressive disease, and in which the
sweats, thongh, a2 a rule controlled h)’ the usual remedies, returmed on
their omission,

Weight.

. The usual increase in weight in improving patients was observed
with the same regularity as noted in our cases previously reported.
Lass of weight since the beginning of the pulmonary disease had occurred
in 32 cases of the incipient stage and in all byt two patients in the advanced
stages, averaging 7 pounds for the former, 1534 pounds for the moderately

-advanced, and 18 pounds for the far advanced stages. Al the 43 patients
in the incipient stage gained, and 131 of 134 cases in the moderately
advanced stage, and 81 in the far advanced stage showed increase as
compared with their weight on admission, the average gain for 255 cases
being 14 pounds. An inerease of from 114 to 12 pounds over any previous
weight was noted in 65 cases.

TUBERCULOUS COMPLICATIGNS AND THEIR FREQUENCY.

Ome or more tuberculous complications were present in 173 patients,
the total number of such -complications being 197,
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ulceration. In g of the cases the symptoms subsided, and there was no
return on the resumption of an ordinary diet, In 4 cases the symptoms
were much improved, while in 3 cases they could be only more or less
controfled. In these cases opium with acetate of lead appeared most
serviceable in checking the diarrhoea, the addition of the lead salt appear-
ing of striking benefit. The much better results in the present cases as
compared with the cases of our last report may, of course, be a matter
of coincidence, and we fully appreciaté that so small a number of cases
does not justify conclusions of the therapeutic value of remedies employed,
but we are nevertheless of the opinion that the use of Styracol in large
doses and for prolonged periods has Leen of material aid in the treatment
of this tnost undesirable complication of the cases discharged, as also in
a number of others still under treatment.

Rectwm: One case of tuberculous deep ulceration of a lupus-like
form about the anus in an advanced and eventually fatal case appeared
much improved, under the use of X-Rays comnbined with other measures,

In the 4 cases of tubercalous fistula tubercle bacilli were demon-
strated in 3. In 2 cases healing without operation was accomplished.
(One case was improved, and in one case there was no material change
on discharge.’

Ear: Ofitis medis was present in 3 cases and in one of these the.
affection was bilateral. Two were cured in the sense that the discharge
entirely stopped, and the drum periorations cicatrized and contracted,
with material improvement in hearing in one gase ; the third case improved
as to the amount of discharge frotn the ear.

Eqye, Iritis: One case of tuberculous iritis in a moderafely advanced
case of the lung affection was first supposed to be theumatic, the patient
giving a history of rheumatism. More careful examination later, after
anti-theumatic treatment had failed, revealed distinet miliary nodules,
and on resorting to specific treatment marked loeal reaction ocecurred.
The tubercles disappeared and the symptoms subsided under the use of
Watery Extract of Tubercle Bacilli.

Lymph Glands: In 15 eases glandular tuberculosis involving the
cervical and axillary groups, with sufficient enlargement of individual
glands to direct attention, was recorded.

In all but two cases local reaction occurred under specific medica-
tioh. In 5 kases the enlargement sabsided entirely, the glands being no
longer palpable; in 7 others this was true of some of the glands, while
others remained unchanged. In 1 case two axillary glands softened,
broke down and discharged, but healing cccurred promptly; in 2 cases o
chronic indurated glands there was no change.

Mommory Glond: In a2 single woman, age 25, both glands were
tuberculous; also the axillary lymph glands of both sides which appeared
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Nose: In six cases with tuberculous ulcer of the nose, one with
perforation of the septurn, the ulcers were completely healed in 5; and in
1 case the ulcer was healing on discharge.

Peritonitis; There was only one case, with co-existing intestinal
tuberculosis, and the patient was far advanced in lung disease and other-
wise preatly emaciated and exhausted. The result of treatment was
negative and but a short trial was made.

Skin: A case of lupus of the face, with a moderately advanced lung
affection was greatly improved in both respects when the patient left
the Institution, expecting to return for further treatment. .

One case of tuberculosis of the skin was of the true ulcerating
variety. ‘The ulcer healed, and there has been no relapse in 18 months
since the patient’s discharge.

Urinary Orgons, Kidney: Two cases of tuberculosis of the kid-
ney were treated. The lung affection was.slight in one case and far
advanced in the other. In the former case the dizgnosis was not positive,
inasmuch as tubercle bacilli had not been found in the urine, but the co-
existing symptoms made the diagnosis more than probable, This patient
remained only two months and left the Institution free from symptoms.

The second case presented all esgential diagnostic features with
tubercle bacilli in the vrine, which on discharge had become free from all
morphological elements. The urine could be retained all night and mictur-
ition was not unduly frequent during the day. Previous' pain had
disappeared.

OTHER, COMPLICATIONS,

The following non-tuberculéus complications were recorded in 98
patients, or 33.4 per cent. of the total mumber of 203 cases.
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