LECTURES ON THE DAY OF
ATONEMENT, LEVITICUS XVI.
WITH AN APPENDIX ON THE
CHIEF ERRORS RECENTLY
CURRENT ON ATONEMENT



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649507924

Lectures on the Day of Atonement, Leviticus XVI. With an Appendix on the Chief Errors
Recently Current on Atonement by W. Kelly

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



W. KELLY

LECTURES ON THE DAY OF
ATONEMENT, LEVITICUS XVI.
WITH AN APPENDIX ON THE
CHIEF ERRORS RECENTLY
CURRENT ON ATONEMENT

ﬁTrieste






LECTURES

ON THE

DAY OF ATONEMENT,

LEVITIOUS XVL,

With an Appendix on the ohief errors recently

ourrant on Atonsment,

BY
W. _jIzE_LLY.
“ LONDON:

W. WALTERS, 53, PATERNOSTER ROW:
188

i

-



THR

DAY OF ATONEMENT.

LECTURE I.
LEviricova zvi. 1-é&,

1ts General Principle compared with Chrisl's Work.

I wish to present the prineiple of atonement, and
bave, therefore, taken the preliminary verses of Lev.
xvi,, which introdnce the Day of Aionement. It is
only an introdnetion to the snbject; bet in the
conrse of these disconrses, proofs will appear from
this type that God not only had all before His mind
(as every ome that kmowz Him must feel) but has
been pleased to uaroll it before ms. In the most
marvellons manner He contrived, with & wisdom
that bespeaks iteelf divine, to furnish an earthly
people with ceremonies which insisted on provisional
sucrificos, and cleansing for the defilsments of their
cutward conduct {or what is called *the purifying
of the flesh”). But in these geif-same rites grace and
trath lay hidden till the light of Christ should shine
oo them and reveal, if not the very image, the
shadowa of good things to come; some aheady fol.
filled, some not even yet bui no less nasnredly to ba,
sccording to the word and purposs of God.

Inasmuck, then, as even this chapter can generally
testify, God has plans which have not yet beem



a THE DAY OF ATONEMENT.

earried out to the full, we may see whatl is trne of
Seripture, thet it is prophetie. And is there any-
thing that brings out God more then the faet that -
His word is prophetic? Prophecy is s more endur-
ing and deeper witness than miracle. A signora
miracle no doubt ie a display, while the world poes
on as nsual, of God's active power; but prophecy gives
living proof of His mind. None but a low-minded
or thooghtless man conld suppose that power is equal
to mind. And thers is more than mind in it : moral
light is eonveyed, the maintenance, as well as the
making known, of God's character and will, which
ia evidently far beyond not matter only but mind.
As the greateat of Fronchmen said, the least mind
in superior to all matter, whilst all mind is below
charity or divine love. .

Here we find the trne source of atonement: the
love of God provided it in & way that should concil-
iate grace and righteonsness, gnilty man and a holy
God Who thus, and thos ounly, canses meroy to glory
againat judgment. No where is God so highly exalted,
nowhere man so truly hombled. What speaks so
profoundly of sin as the blood of Christ? But it is
applied to our mtter wnworthiness, it is brooght in
for the very purpose of meeting man as he is, and
of bringing him out of all his iniguities to God as
God is. For soch; snd nething less, is the design of
atonement. Divine rightecusness, besed on Christ's
work, is its character, when man wag proved on-
righteons ; and as it was according to grace, so is it
of faith, and thns open to every believer.
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Bat the Day of Atonement neceessrily had a
temporal and imperfect character; *the law made
nothing perfect.” Tt was, beyond guestion, the most
golemn act in the whole Jewish year; but the fdot
of its renewal every year was conclusive evidence,
a8 the BEpistle to the Hobrews declares, of its ineffi-
cacy for conscience as well as for God in view of
_eternity. It wes therefore provisional, as all the
institations of the law were. Is thisany impeachment
of God's law P Tt is His own word that prononnoces
it. If so, you ‘will allow God to be a better judge
than you are, or I, or all men. If God declares that the
law made nothing perfect—and anch is His expressed
and irrevocable sentence (Heb. vii. 19} —who with
the least reveremce for (od can guoestion it for s
moment? Therelore the provisional atonement year
by year for Israel on its face had what did not rise
ap to the perfection. of (God's nature, character, and
mind. At best it could be but & shadow of the grace
snd truth that came by Jesns Christ.

One can nnderstand readily that, only when a
perfect being comes, can the resnit be in perfaction.
Adam was sn admireble crestora no doubt, if we
believe the scriptures, as mn innocent man on &n
unfallen earth. Nevertheleas, on the plain anrface
of facta, the firat thing recorded of him when tried
is that bo sina. There mnost be perpetual and viclent
effort to escape the moral inferenge; bomest denial
of man's sin there cannot be. The overwhelming
fact is out from the beginning, Is it to be tolerated
or ignored because it is universal P
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At onee God briogs in the token of a broired
Bruiser of the ssrpent, the woman's Seed. This ere
long decided the difference between the two sona of
Adam. “The Lord had respect to Abel and to his
offering,” Why to Abel rather than to Cain? Becanse
“by faith " Abel offered a more excellent sacrifice.
* Faith submite to, and receives, and rests on, the
word of God.' It was not the mere matter of fagt or
feeling ; nor did it turn on whioh of the two broaght
the largest or more valaable offering. * By faith
Abel offered a more excellont sacrifice than Cain.”
What made it s50? Tn Oain there was no more than
natural religion, ss he fook no account of sin; he
offered in daty to Jehovah of the fruit of the gronnd
—the ground under the curse. It was tho expres.
sion of nnbelieving homage, with total insemsibility
to sin on one side and to grace on the other, Faith
always confessea sin in man, 48 it more or less connts
on grace in God. Whatover be the sin of man, the
graoe of God is beyond it. Ome of the workings of
unbelief iz despair, ancther the bolder form of rebel-
lion against God. in the open rejection of His word.
Bat the soul may not be so impions and yet be s
really goilty by doubting grace in God to forgive its
gin, however heinons., Faith, seeing Christ and hear-
ing the Goepel, owos the sin troly, but reckons on
the mercy God reveals, !

Man's device ever fails to cover his evil. God
clothed guilty Adam and Eve with costs of sking.
It was a provision which, in presence of sin, spoke
of death, vet of meroy to man through death. This,
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without God's word, would never bave entered the
hnman mind. Natorally, for that matter, Cain's was
a much more resapnable offering in sppearance. For
what man, as man is, however intelligent, wonid
have thought of a sacrifice as acceptable to God P Tt
was exactly what Abel brought “of the firatlings
of the flook, and the fat thereof” If slain beasta
furnished the clothing which God gave his parents,
Abel slays & lamb ion sacrifice to God. Tt was an
offering in faith; access to God for a sinner can only
be through desth. That behind it all there was
more and what waa deeper than Abel or any saint of
old knew, is troe. One doea not say that Abel contem-
plated the sacrifice of the woman's Beed ; but it
was in God's mind, and faith reaped the hlessing.
Therefore Abel was attested as righteons, *God
bearing witness to his gifis, and by it, being dead,
he yet spesketh.” Abel locked for the One Who
shoold crush the power of evil bere below; and
apgainet and above natare he, by faith, offered sseri-
fice to (rod with the expression of ita excellency in
“the fat.” But God blesses according to what He
seea in the sacrifice : & prineiple which plainly came
ont later in the blood of the paschal lamb (Exod.
xii. 13).

No doubt all the believers thronghont the Oid
Testament looked for the Kinsman-Redeamer, as
wao may see i the sssnracce of Job (xix. 25, 26), the
destroyer of death and of him that has the power of
death. They did not question that in due time the
Messiah would meet both God and man perfectly ;
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but to snppose that they nnderstood how it was to
be done is going beyond soripture. Not even the
disciples in the days of our Lord could have put the
two things intelligentiy together, Did not Christ's
personal envoys, who scecompanied the Master from
John's baptism till the ascension —did not the
apostles koow as muach ss their predecessors? To
doobt this wonld be dsing anything but honour fo
the teaching of Jehovah's righteons SBervant (Isa,
liii. 11}, His enemies being j “never man
spake like this man"; and never did men on earth
receive such a course of holy and perfect instrnction
g4 the twelve from the Son of God.

The grand question then is, not what the saints
under the Old Testament understood, but what God
set up and what its beaging ik on the atonement,
now that Christ has come snd finished the work
given Him to do, The true meaning of the atone-
ment is in question, and here the New Testamenot
alone comes conclusively to oor aid. What can be
conceived clearer than the divioe comment given
in the Epistle to the Hebrews (or Christian Jews),
who needed if, as they ought to have appreciated it
best? We sometimes hear of commentaries and
commentators, and the beet men shew both prepos-
seagions and prejudices. It is a pity that they do
not use the Epistle to the Hebrews a little more and
to better purpose. There in the greatest of all
commentaries, and the one most immedistely bearing
on this very trnth with which we are now oconpied.
Not ounly doea the inspired text lie in the chapter



