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To the Noble young Gentleman,
Ma. HENRY PONSONBY,

s‘h‘

1 am happy in being permitted the favour of de-
dicating to you, the * Historical Guide to Malta and
its Dependencies.”

I have been encouraged in the preparation of this
little work, by the hope that it may afford you some
beneficial entertainment now in your first years; and
that hereafter it may be an introduction to a more ma-
ture examination of the subjects of which it treats.

I have subjoined to the * Guide,” some reflec-
tions respecting the ancient appellation. of this cele-
brated land, and some important events that have
taken place in relation to it. And I bope you will see
the time, when you will find satisfaction in the exansi-
pation of a queation of antiquity, such as the author
humbly believes not unworthy of your illusirious ori-
gin, and the country from which you have originated.

I sholl be highly gratified with your favourable
acceptance of this small effort of mine ; and beg per-
mission to subscribe myself with all respect,

Malts
Sth March 1830,

Your most humble

devoted and obedient servant
Givgeers Pemiccryonr Borzear,
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Al Nobil Giovanetto
SIGNDR.I ENRICO PONSONBY,

Signorine,

o consacro a lei, Signoring, la™ Guida Istorica di
Malts, e sue Dipendenze.”

Ho scritto questa operetta sulla veduia che possa
esserle di una qualche utilith nella prime sua giova-
nezza, € che pit tardi le sia di scorta ad uno studio
pit profondo dell' istoria dell’ isola, & ad un pid maturo
esame degli oggetti che vi si trovano,

Ho aggiunto alla “ Guida™ alcune riflessioni intorne
all'antico nome, e vicende di questa celebre terra.
Spero che sepranno esse un giorno eolleticarla ad ocen-
parsl di una questione istorico-geografo-archeologica,
che io credo pon indegma di lei, nié della illusire
nascits sua. '

Sard sempre perd aseai soddisfatto, se ella gradirh

questa mis piccolissima offerts, ese mi permetterk che
con tutto il rispettoe mi dichiari quale mi pregio di
essere

di lei Signorino
Malta gli 8 Marzo 1830.

Umilismo. Divotismo, ed Ubbidientmo. Servitore
Givserrs Prmiccrvowr Domzess,
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PART 1.

Geograph:m& Description of the Island of

Malta,

- THE Island of Malta 18 situated near the

middle of the Mediterranean sea; south of
Sicily, between Pecchino called also Cape
Passaro, and Camarena, m:nﬂy called Ca-
merina. - [

On the North it is opposite Pozzallo,

-on the coast of Sicily ; on the South, Tripoli,

‘on the eoast of Africa; on the East, the

-Island of Candia, and on the wear, the Island
‘of Guzo.

Malta is distant fmni Sicily, in the

nearest direction, sixty Italian miles.*

< (*) 12 Dakian miles ave equal to slmost 11 Baglish.
B
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Its circumference is sixty miles; its
greatest length twenty miles, and its greatest
breadth twelve.

The centre of Malta is in longitude
fourteen degrees and twelve minutes East
from London, and in latitude thirty five de-
grees and fifty minutes North.

The longest day in this island is four-
teen hours, fifty-two minutes and a half.

The Island of Malta contains two prin-
cipal cities, viz: Valletta, and Citta Vecchia,
called also Cittd Notabile,

The city Valletta is fourteen degrees
nineteen minutes and twenty-eight seconds
east of the meridian of Paris in France.

Citth Vecchia (the ancient city) is si-
tuated near the centre of the Island. It was
founded two thousand years after the uni-
versal deluge, six or seven hundred years
before Christ.

Valletta, which is now the capital of the
island, and the seat of government, lies be-
tween the Great Harbour (called also Marsa
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i. e. Harbour) and Marsamuscetfo commonly
called the Quarantine Harbour. The site
on which the city stands was formerly called
Sceb-er-ras, which in the Arabic language
signifies a place which rises above the sur-
rounding parts. The Grand Master La Val-
letta, from whom the city received its name,
commenced the building of the city in the
year 1556 of the Christian era; and after
his death the work was continued by his
successor Pietro di Monte. On the 18th of
May, 1571, the city was entirely completed.

Within the suburbs of Valletta, on the
opposite side of the Great Harbour, are the
towns of Borgo, calledalso Fittoriosa; Isola,
or Senglea; and Burmula, called also Cospi-
cua; and on the neck of land on which Val-
letta stands is a considerable town called
Floriana or Borgo Vilkena, The three
former of these are also generally denomi-
nated cities.

Scattered in various parts of the island
are twenty-two other villages called Casals.
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These are

Casal Dingly

3

2

Mosta
Nasciar

Gargur
Attard

Zebbug ~
Balzan.~
Lia .~
Birchircara~
Curmi-
Siggevi~

Casal Crendiv/

3
»
.t!
5]

¥

Zorrico
Chercop
Micabiba
Luca ~
Tarcien .
Zahbar.
Zeitan
Aseciach v

; Sﬂﬁ.r‘

The- population of the island and its
dependencies is estimated 2t about one hun-
dred and twenty thousand souls.

The Sovereign of the Island of Malta
and its dependencies, is His Majesty GEorcE
THE Founrth, by the Grace of God King of
Great Britain and Ireland.




