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“ A little leaven leaveneth the whole fump.”
(GALATIANS V. Q.




THE CHRISTIAN'S

.%wmﬁmm'”_

%@ﬁmmm ars

By ARCHBISHOP SUMNER.

EDINBURGH: JAMES HOGG AND S0NS.
LONDON: GROOMBRIDGE AND S0NS,

MDCCCLVIL.

et v, S



“ Abide in me, and I in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit of itfelf,
except it abide in the vine; no more
can ye, except ye abide in me."—
Fobn xv. 4.
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I't is fearcely poffible to contemplate the
Chriftian charatter, as defcribed in the
Gofpel, and held up to our imitation,
without acknowledging an excellence
truly divine. This may juftly be attri-

buted to that religion which, if it were .

univerfally obeyed, would extinguifh all
the vices which difturb human fociety
and difgrace human nature; would fub-
due pride, violence, felfithnels, and fen-
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fuality, and introduce in their ftead
humility, charity, tEmpcmnce, mutual
forbearance; would reprefs all that eager
defire after temporal advantages which
excites evil paflions through the collifion
of interefts; and would unite all men in
one purfuit—the only purfuit in which
all could unite, and yet affift inftead of
counterafting each other—that of ftudy-
ing to do the will of God for the fake of
everlafting happinefs.

Were men to prefume fo far as to in-
- wvent a teft by which the divine origin of
a religion fhould be tried, I can imagine
none more unexceptionable than its ten-
dency to overcome what is acknow-

ledged to be evil in human nature, and
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to raife in an immeafurable degree the
ftandard of happinefs. 1 can imagine
no eulogy more complete than this— that
if all men lived up to the fpirit of the
Gofpel, few fources of misery would
remain in the world, and even that re-
mainder would receive the utmoft alle-
viation.

T'he only objettion which has ever
been urged againft the true Chriftian cha-
racter, derives whatever force it has from
the dilobedience of mankind. It has
been faid, that fhe meeknefs, the patience
under injuries, which it preferibes, is in-
compatible with our condition on earth,
and would expofe the man who fhould
ftructly comply with its demands to in-
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dignities and wrongs without remedy.
But, if this were true, which it is not to
any material extent, as experience proves,
even under the prefent circumi{tances of
Chriftianity, it would afford no argu-
ment againft a religion which requires
abftinence from injuries no lefs pofitively
than patience under them. Would it
improve the condition of mankind, if
refiftance were permitted where patience
is now enjoined! Or would it be con-
fiftent with the Divine Author of the
religion to annul one of His laws becaufe
another was broken? Let a human le-
giflator fometimes condefcend, if neces-
fary, to the refractory fubjects with which
he has to deal.  But it is not, furely, for



