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INSCRIPTION.

1 iwscripe this little work to my
Spiritual Sovereign, Pius IX., because
the Saint of whom it treats, was a
Roman by nation, and belonged, not
only to that great Diocese, ealled the
Church, of which Pius is Chief Bishop,
but also to that more particular Dio-
cese, which he equally governs, and
which is termed the Eternal City.

The Rev. Hardinge Ivers, of whom
this book makes mention, is, besides,
one of the clergy of the city of Rome
itself.

And finally, both Mr. Ivers, and the
August Pontiff to whom I inscribe my
present labours, seem to be inspired
with an equal devotion to St. Alexis.
The one is labouring to raise a church
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in England under that Saint's holy invo-
cation; the other, in Italy, promulgated
the memorable Amnesty of last year,
on the Vigil of his Feast.

I also inscribe my present labours to
that New Generation with whose spirit it
is filled, and to the brilliant representa-
tive of the New Generation, the Honour-
able George Philip Sydney Smythe.

Mg Gerarp Krox.

" London, Holy Saturday, 1847,
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the Lives of the principal Founders (Antworp, 1634),
page 231.

30. Nicholas Crusenius, Monasticum dugustinia-
num, page 146,

31, Mireus.




THE
LIFE AND TIMES

OF THE

ROMAN PATRICIAN ALEXIS.

JHAPTER L

A WORD BEFOREHAND,

‘ToeRe is a man who writes in London =
certain weekly work full of obscenity, hor-
ror, and abomination ; the price of it is one
penny. It has, of course, the most demo-
ralizing effect on its readers, — who are,
for the chief part, the chamber-maids of
lodging-houses, the low artizans, the pensive
and studious section of the pickpockets,
certain tnmentionable women (when dis-
posed to unbend their minds), and all the
embryo malefactors who are, or may be,
hereafter, consigned to transportation and
the rope.

Literature of this sort is not long-lived ;
it is like garbage, it defies preservation: it
cannot be made to last; it rots, dies, is
forgotten. But the effects of it remain; it
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produces infection ; it exhales a moral
melaria @r and wide; it corrupts the air;
and, owing to its vile inebriations, it is
inhaled by thousands of wretches:— they
seek to forget their misery in regaling
themselves with this literary decoction.

Now, one question: What is the position
of the author of such & production? Whe-
ther he keeps his carriage, I know not ; but
1 believe that, if he pleased, he might keep
twenty. Perhaps £16,000 a-year are under
his rough receipts, At all events it has
been stated, I am credibly informed, that
eighty thonsand ecopies of his work are sold
weekly. But say half that number. One
question more: What are his acquire-
ments? They are most ordinary. His chief
talents consist of an intimate acquaintance
with vice, as it is,—and a lively idea of
vice, as it might be,

Not to him has educstion or Providence
accorded amplitude of intelleet or the noble
art of eloguent perspasion, knowledge or-
wisdom, literary inspiration or philosophy.
‘Without pretending to transcendent talents,
any man, conscious of ordinary powers and
ordinary attainments, may well be forgiven
for comceiving that he could easily write
as claver a work; and, by similar means
achieve a similar success. I believe you or
I could achieve a greater.




