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FRIDTJOF NANSEN.

CHAPTER 1.

NaNSEN'S BIRTHPLACE A¥D OFILnAGon FHOoME. — BUEGOMASTER Nax-
sex, Amm Awcestor, — [118 Bovuoun avp Epucatoow, — EaArLy
LoveE OF BPRORT ANTD INDEPENDENT FLRRRARCH,

T West Aker, a short distance from Christiania,
there is an old manor-house ealled Store Frien. It is
surrounded by a large courtyard, in the middle of which
15 a dovecnt. The hoose itself, as well as the out-
houses, is built in the old-fashioned style. The garden,
with its green and white painted fence, in flled with
froit-trees, both old and young, whose pink and snow-
white blossoms myrieds of huwblebees delight to visit
in springtime, while in antumn their boughs are so
laden with froit that they are bent down under a weight
they can scarcely support.

Close by the garden runs the Frogner River. Here
and there in its course are deep pools, while in other
places it runs swiftly along, and is so shallow that it
can readily be forded. All around are to be seen in
winter snow-covered heights, while far away in the
background a dense pine forost extends beyond Frogner
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2 FRIDTTOF NANSEN,

Swter,! beyond which again lies Nordmarken, with its
hidden lakes, secret brooklets, and devious paths, like a
fairy-tale. And yet close by the hum of a busy city
life with all its varied sounds may be heard.

It was in this house that, on Oct 10, 1861, & bahy
boy, Fridtjol Nansen, was bomn.

Many yeam before this, on Oot. 9, 1660, two of
Denmark’s most powerfal men were standing on the
castla bridge at Copenhagen eyeing each other with
lookas of hetred and defisnce, One of these, named
Otto Krag, was plancing angrily at Blastuarn (the Blue
Tower) with ita dungeons, * Know you that?™ he
inguired of his companion, the chief burgomaster of the
city. Nodding assent, and directing his looks toward
the ¢hurch tower of “ Our Laedy,” in which were hung
the alarm bells, the latter replied, “And know you
what hangs within vonder tower? ™

Four days later tho burghers of Copenhagen, with
the burgomaster at their head, overthrew the arrogant
Danizsh nobles, and made Frederick [1I abrolute mon-
arch over Denmark and Norway.

It needed unyielding strength and indomitable cour-
age to carry oul such an undertaking, but these were
gqualifications which the hurgomaster possessed, and had
at an carly age learned to cmploy. When buf sixteen
he had set out from Flensborg on an expedition to the
White Sea in a vessel belonging to his unele, and had
then alone traversed a great portion of Russia. Four

1 FPrognerreieren, o Toreet-coverad hill about gix miles from Chria-
tianin, Nordimarken, an extensive wondland stretehing for miles and
miles o the nerth of Christiania.



