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REVIEW,

History of Spanish Lieragdure. By (rorse Ticxnoa.
New York: Tlarper & Brothers. 1849. 3 vols. 8vo.
pp- 568, 552, 549

Taese ave: two poimts of wiew ffom which every book
be ohserved ; one from withont and the other fromn
wrlim In the l‘nrmerme,ltmwm with other
books npon the same subject; or ex to the test of an
ideal standard, The critic ventures to assert whether &
Bbatter book might not have been written with the mate-
rals at command, whether all the sowrees of informa-
tion have been examined, whether the md bas been
gome over snperficially or thoronghly, and whether a apirit
accuracy presides over the minor details of names and
dates. A jndgment of this sort snppoees in the eritic a:
knowledge of the subject equal at least to that of the
duthor whom he is reviewing.

Bat, on the other hand, every book fumnishes to some
extent the means of forming an estimate of its merite,
Every book is a work of arl, and of books of histery
and science we have a right to inquire both s to their
sabstantial and their formal claims. A man of taste may
know nothing of Banserit, and yet, if he read a treatise
oo Sanscrit literature, he will be able to say wheiber the
style be good, and the geneml treatment of the subject
judicious, Tumer's History of England is very elaborate
and leamed; Hume's, on the contrary, is rather
cial. Yet,witll-themt moderate knowledge of
lish history, a reader i competent to decide that Hume
i greatly the superior in the of bkis observa-
Hons, in the philosophical tone of bis understanding, and
in the easy grace ofl;:s etyte. Robertson’s Charles the



4

Fifth is not esteemed by those who are leamed in the
subject to be a yery profound or a very accurate work.
Few men are able to give an opinion on this point, but
every acholar may venture to eay that the author hasa
treated the subject with great judgment, and commend-
ed it by a style of sustained and elaborate polish.

‘We think it no more than fair to our readers to state
at the outset, that, in summoning Mr. Ticknor's book he-
fore our literary tribunal, we mean to tguzrt npon the evi-
dence which its own pages furnish. acquaintance
with Spanish literature is far too slight to attempt any
thing more. Indeed, we do not know the man on this
side of the water who is competent to examine this
work from & point of knowledge on a level with that
‘which the author has reached. Mr. Ticknor's residence
in Bpain, his personal relations with many of ite most

ietinguished scholars, the studions years he has devoted
to the subject, and the command of an uprivalled Bpan-
ish kL , give to his opinions and staterments u

ish literature an authority which the most confi-

dent critic will hardly ventore to resish. 'We aim at noth-
ing higher than to give what shall strictly be a review of
the wark, to tell our readers what the author has aimed
to accomplizh, and with what snccess his efforts have
been erowned, lmdftn ventore & modest judgment as to
its li merits o le, method, and nt. We
fecl 1.&1‘&::.arjr burden of ms:);nmmpelm tbmme the -
work is not addressed io those whe are learned or even
curious in Spanish literature, but to all classes of intelli-
gent and cultivated men. The anthor's purpose has been
to present the literaturc of Bpain as the true exponent of
its civilization and the manners of its people, and to in-
{fuse into it that snimating life-blood which fows from
the great pational heart of the country. Thus, while he
has never loat sight of the cardinal points of accuracy and
thoronghness, he has aimed to produce a book which
ahall be something more than a work for reference and
consultation,— which shall be found in the drawing-room
a8 well as in the study,— which shall be read by all who
have a taste for literary history, or an enlightened curi-
osity as to the causes which have raised Bpain so high
and brought her so low.

In his arduone enterprise of writing the history of
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Bpanish literature, Mr. Ticknor has had no pi in
English literatore. This ia mammu
the Bpanish peninsula has always been a favorite ground
with the writers of England and of our own country.
From his early travels in Spain, the vivid mind of Bouth-
ey derived mEuenoes and impressions which tinged his
whole literary life. Lockhart’s versions of the Bpanish
ballads will preserve his name longer than any of his
original works. The laurels of Prescott have been gath-
ered on the soil of in and that of her colonies, In
the same romantic land, Irving found the materials for hia
most elaborate historical work, and some of the most
charming of his fictions. To these names may be added
those of Robertson, Watson, Lord Holland, Napier, Lord
Mahon, and Ford, as proofs of the interest which Spain
has always awakened among the men of letters of Eng-
land. Bui no one haa yet written s history of Spanis
literature in the I Nor, indeed, is an
mhwnrkto]m]{g;idinhﬁsn panish lung'u.agellxcli
That country has never been wanting in patient and la-
borioua scholars, who have accumulsted ample matcrials
for literary history, and written with leaming and abili
upon particular authors and detached portions; bm.ntg
mhﬂmmgthemwhuhmhamdihﬂglwﬂl
of that rich and pictureague literature from its remote
origin, through its splendid and vigorous prime, down to
its monrnfol decay and decrepitude. The reader of Mr.
Ticknor's volumes will be able t;e{]ndge how far this
may be owing to the fact, that, before the age of liter-
ary retrospection was reached in Spein, the spirit of the
people bhad so withered away in the eold shade of the
throne and the Inquisition, men of letters had lost
their heart, cheered neither by alpatruungeuf
themwnnmthennmtmgmoﬂ;?;hc inion.
i thris mther a conons circnmstance, that m.ue Engllah
readers out of ten gﬂtallﬁlmrhmwledgc of Bpanish lit-
ergture from two writers who were peither Englishmen
nor Spaniards. We need hardly say that we refer to
Bouterwek and Bismondi,

Bouterwek, a name never to be mentioned without re-
spect, was one of those laborious and conscientious Ger-
man scholars who begin to write books before they are
mtoftheuteens,w%nhbwmthwhtauyvmaﬁon




with the patient industry of a mechanic toﬂi.ng at his
daily trade, end die st with a prool-sheet in their
hands. His History of Bpanish Literature forms & part —
a single volame only — of an elaborate work on the entire
iiulgnfel&gmt literpture in modern times, which ap-
pea in twelve volumes, published at various periods
petween 1801 and 1819, The portion devoted to Span-
ish literature is very well done, characterized by just gen-
«ral views and a healthy tome ufmhmm,butlarmpub
fect in many pnrhcnla.m, not only becanse a subject so
extengive rendered if impossible o treat any part of it
with any thing like minutensss, but also becanse in this
pertmulnr department the author was embarrassed by the
want of acoess to & eompletc Bpanish Lbrary, which eom-
pelled him in many instances to rely mpon extracts and
second-band opinions, In 1823 it appeared, together
with its anthor's brief History of Portnguese Liternture, in
an English trenslation, made with taste and skill, by Misy
Thomasina Rosa.

We will pot so far disparage our readeys as to presnme
that they roquire to be told who and whai Sismondi wes.
Hiz lectres on the literature of the South of Europe,
comprising an account of the Provengal and Porivguese,
az well ap the Bpanisb and Iialian, — 2 work which wounld
bave exhansted the literary enterprise of many authors,
¥t served only as an agreeable interruption to the severe
historical researches of this eminent writer, — were deliv-
ered at Geneva in 1811, and published at Paris in 1813.
Thewhﬂewmlchunemmd to itself a penmanent place
in Furopean literature, and will always be read with in-
terest, from the beauty of its style, the :aﬂel'ul tone of ity
criticiam, pnd the generous humanity of its senilimeats;
bot in whatever relates to Bpain, Bismondi was even legs
provided with original anthors than Bouterwek; and he
wan conseguently nnder obligations to his e "y
which, thongh they are generousl n‘uklowiadgnd, Fr. |
the autburiig'h of i.ly! owi Iuburu.y The whole work was
translated into E&h,wﬂhnmby'l‘m Roscoe,
and published in 1

. Ticknor has been fortunate in the selection of a
nnb]ectuyet unattempted by any writer in our own lap.
guage, and in anoiher respect he has also been fortunate.
The literature of Bpain presenis e rich and fritful theme
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to a writer who looks upen literature as the expression
ofnnhcuml feeling, and treats it in the spirit of a philoso-
an bookworm. Perhaps no nation in
pe haa eo distinet and individual a character as the
ish, and in no other is the literatore more strongly
marked by the national peculiarities. Its power and its
weakness, its beauties and its defects, are alike drawm
from the soil in which it grew. Tl:eniisaniah character
was formed in a period of contest with a
race alien in blood and in religion, which lasted from the
overthrow of the Gothic monarchy, in the eighth cen
down to the capture of Granads, in the reign of F
nand and Isabella. "'When, after the memorable defeat of
Roderick in 711, the remnanis of the nation, atripped
of every thing but faith and hope, retreated behind the
mountain fastnesses of the Asturias, leaving nearly all
the Peninsula in possession of the Moorish invaders,
thngawmndtoporbwd*heemhonoftha
mc race and the Chrstian i But under the
stern nuriure of adversity, a new of virtwea was
called inte being, — enterprise, indomitable
and inflexible perseveramce. In the unequal
which commenced, the Spagiards, though often
baffled, were always snceesaful. Blowly, inch by inch, the
hndwmwmwdg:lmthegmsp theanimvader
‘What was won b ulurwdefmdodwlthwakﬂ-
ful obetinacy. Tge ¥ driven into
parrower circles, till in the ﬁﬁeenthmntnry they ceased
to exist as n separate people, p
In this pmtrnmdm'uggle,mntmum 'or more than
seven centuries, the Spanish people wege supported by
an exalted sense of patriotism and devotion, which lmder
i circumstances would have been extravagant and
fanatical. Every Spaniard lived and acted as if specially
dedicated to the service of his God and his couniry, No
motives lesa powerful, no pressore less strong, would have
sustained the people in the arduous task which Provi-
dence had assigned to them. Under these influences
there were developed in the Spanish character a fiery
courage, an heroic constaney of purpose, and a fervor of
religions faith, which made the nation for a long time the
dominant power in Europe, which reared an empire upon
which the sun never set, which inspired the romantic en-
l.
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terprises of Cortés and Pizamo, and cheined victory to
the car of the Great Captain. o

But from the same fountain flowed both sweet and
bitter waters. Few nations have paussed for any length
of time at that point in their progress in which the verti-
cal sun of er and prosperrty casts no shadow, That
inevitable ]l;.uwof the natural body, by which the prinei-
ple of deca Jh-pnsrtawrmdmgworkaommlhefuﬂ
matuarity of development has been reached, prevails alsa
in political societies. The generous loyalty of Spa
which had led to such efforta and such dege:n-
erated into a blind nuGWEf:k submission to ths encroach-
ing epirit of the crown, faial to i ce, to sell-
reapec&,g pmnnd to all the manly ﬂmndepenﬁ;i devotional
feeling, which breathes in struins of such celestial purity
through the poetry of Manrique and Luis de Leon, which
upon & thohsand fields of battle kindled the eyeuf the
dying soldier with rapturons gleams of trinmphant faith,
and ket all the glories of heaven before his swimming
gaze, became & fierce fanaticism, which made war alike
upon true religion and constitational liberty, converting
the strong into rebels and the weak into h The
glory of Bpain seemed atf its height during the reign of
Charles the Fifth; yet even at that time the throne and
the Inguisition hu.d begun to caet those poisonouns shad-
ows under which all the vital virtues of the country grad-
nally mﬂwrcd away, until ﬂ&ip;:]mh monarchy became
& its own a structure,
ha.lp i dbga}f monastery, ﬁ'ownum a desolate

'1'0 these influences, which had so important a share
in forming the Spanish character, must be added the effct
of a tropical climate, with its alternations of passion and
langnor, and the Oriental element derived from the long
residence of the Moors in the Peninsula, who, for a con-
siderable period at least, were superior to their Christian
rivals in cultivation and social ement. The result of
all this was & certain intensity of feeling, ever tending to
the extremes of fanaticism and extravaganee, and seldom
checked by a keen sense of the ludicrous, The virtues
of the Bpaniard were always fluttering upon the verge of
exaggeration, and lm:a]nng out in ﬁmiaatw and absurd
forms. In his true type, for example, he is honorably



