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PREFACE

=T 1s with some reluctance that T present
| this genealogy of the Sanxay family al
this time, because T believe that, with no
lr:sg Bl very great delay, mmeh additional data
F‘ﬁ..‘;imi M| might be supplied, and its details could
e S thus be made more complete. 1 feel,
however, il is due to those who have so kindly aided me in
muking its preparvation thus fav pessible, that it should
not for the above reason be longer wilthheld.  Moreover,
it 1s believed that it is not often that gencalogical com-
pilations, covering o period of nearly four hundred years,
are presented, in which the data will he fonnd to be more
complete.

The dates, as given, are well authenticated. In a
few instances, they are conclusions from evidence not alto-
gether in accord, but, in those instances, the difTerences
arc slight, and of no great conscquence. In other cases,
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PREFACE

in which, from conflicts in the evidence, the doubts aris-
ing are serious, or the differences are considerable, the
dates are left blank.

I present, of course, the full genealogical chain.
But it has also been my good fortune, to collect many in-
teresting facts aboul the people who made it up, and, to
a considerable extent, I can see them in their lives and
environments, and I feel almost as if' T had known them.
What has been gathered would make a considerable vol-
ume. It is not now my purpose, however, to present a
full history, but simply to sccompany the genealogy with
a statemment of such facts and circumstances as may be
neeessary to give some proper view of the family, dur-
ing the period covered, and, as far as may be, of ils
origin.

The nane Sanxay is very ancient. It has been per-
petuated as the name of a town in the old Provinee of
Poitou, France. 1t is said, that this town must Lave
existed as carly as A. D, 300, and possibly earlicr. As
Franee 15 now constituted, Sanxay is in the Department
of Vienne, Arrondissement of TPoitiers, and Canton of
Lusignan. It was an old Roman place, a fact revealed
in the vear 1882 by I’ére Camille de La Croix, who nun-
covered there some of the finest Gallo-Roman ruins that
have been discovered in modern times. These include &
Theatre-Circus, a Temple, a Balnéaire d'ean de riviere,
Thermes, and ITostelries. The dimensions of these strue-

8



PRETACE

tures indieate that the assemblages there were of large
aggregations of people. The city is supposed to have
been destroved by fire in the first half of the fifth cen-
tury, the ¢oins and medals found in the ruins being those
from the time of the Emperor Tiberius to that date. The
temple is said to have been erected to Apollo, who eorrve-
sponded to the Gaulish Hesus or Isus.  The literature
of the Archwological and Antiguarian Societies of Eu-
rope containg many references to these ruins, and fine
illustrations have been made of them by Monsiewr Jules
Robuchon of Taitiers. and published under the approval
ot the Socidt¢ des antiquuaires de L'Owest.  The earliest
illustrations of' these ruing I have seen are those published
in L' Hlnstration, e well-known pictorial of Paris, issue
of 28 October, 1882, Mr. Robuchon has alse published
a very beautiful and copious work in twelve volumes, en-
titled “ Puaysages ot Monuwients dn Poiton,” wnd Uhree
livraizsons i YVohuue IL. are deveted to Sanway. An
aceounl of the coins taken ont of the ruins may be found
in the Revue Numismatigue 37 Ser. Tom. IL., p. 439,
The old Chitean d¢ Mareonnay is situuted near Sanxay,

The name Sanxay, i ils eyolution, from us far back
as the tenth century, has gone thirongh various changes,
having, among other forms, been Sanciaco, Sensiaco,
Saneai, Saneavo, Naneaye, Nuaueayle, Sanchay, Sancay,
Saneave, Sanceay, Nansay, Sanxais, Sanxal, Sansay, until
it finally became Sanxay, which hLas been its fixed form
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for over one hnndred and fifty vears. In its Latinized
form, it has been Senscacns (AL D, 936), Sancaiom, San-
caviun, Saneinm, Suansaium, ele.  (Records, Abbey St
Muivent, Poiton, and Dom Fonlineaw Collection, ete.)
The name, as applied to a person, may alse be found as
of a very early dale. Tor example, there was, in 1240,
a Guillelmus de Sanceio, and, in 1243, a Johannes de
Sancaio, as appears from the papers of' Alphonse, Comte
tle Poitiers.

As to the origin of Sanxay as a family name, Wil-
liam Avthur, in his © Etymological Dictionary of Fawmily
and Christian Names,” savs it was taken from the town
ol Suuxay, in Poitou, France. 1L is quite possible that
this view may be correct, but T am confident it rests on
notling wore substantial than speculation or conjecture.
There is nothing in the nuture of authentic proof. Iow
the name originated, how Lhe town acquired it, or how it
came to the tamily, are facts buried too dccp in the dim
vista of the past to render it likely that they will ever be
known. It the name Sanxay be French in its origin,
and if it be true, as Camden savs, that surnames began
to be tuken in France about the vear A D. 1000, the
town could bavdly have taken its name from the family,
for it was the name of the town centuries before thatl
time, Tt was probably [rom sonie such hypothesis and in-
ferenee, that Arvthur drew Lis conelusion that the reverse

was Lrue, and that the family must have taken ils name
10



PREFACE

from the town., But who knows that Sanxay may not
be simply a Gallie or French form of a Roman name?
What, if the name had also been in nse olherwise than as
the name of a town? And who knows? What if the
family be Roman, or otherwise than I'rench, in its origin?
And it is well known that among the Romans the coz-
nonen, or surname, was in use even before the beginning
of the Christian era. Mo enler thus upon the field of
speculation, is to enter upon one that is practically with-
out limit, and one that can brmg no satisfactory results.

There have existed in France from very early times
several amilies, whose names were spelled in such way
as to indicate that they miglt be phases or forms of the
same name as Sanxay,  Some of these families have been
of high distinetion, but whether any one or more of them
may, or may not, have had an origin in common with the
Sanxav lamily, as now kpown, T have not been able to
determine.  Surnames, long after tlley cime luto use,
were rarely spelled in a fixed way. The same person, in
writing his name, would spell it in Jdifferent ways at
different times, using any combination of letters that
phonetically would produce the sound.  TU is inleresting
to note that, even in Spain, a certain phase of the name
has been found, as will appear from lhe following, In
the Guildhall Tibrary, at London, is a photo-lithogreaphic
copy of an edition printed o Paris in 1493, of a Tatin
translation by Alexander de Cisco, 29 April, 1493, of a
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letter written by Christopher Columbus to Raphael
Sanxis, Treasurer of Aragon, giving an account of his
discoveries. TFrom this it appears that he first sighted
the shores of the New World on Friday, 12 October,
1492, at two o'clock in the morning,

Bul authentic records enable us to identify the
Sanxay family, as it is now known, as early as the first
half of the sixteenth century, At this date, we find it in
the old Provinee of Saintonge, France, with the fact, per-
haps, somewhal indicated, that at some time prior thereto
(just when is not known) the Sanxays had habitated in
Poiton, from which province the emigration to Saintonge
was probably made. Here in Saintonge, and at the City
of Suintes, its ancient capilal, it seems thal the Sunxays
were Lhen well established, and were proininently and
prosperonsly engaged in the honorable pursuits of busi-
ness and protfessional life, and aclive in the affairs of
that ancient city.

Saintes is situated on the Charente River, about
twenty-eight miles sontheast from Rochefort. A pie-
torial representation of it, as it appeared in 1360, about
the time of DPierre Sanxay, may be found in Vol. 12 at
page 135 of the Bulletins of the Société de histoire du
protestantisme francaise. It was an old Romun eity, and
the advent of the Romans there was marked by the build-
ing of a bridge over the Chavente River, at onc end of
which was ¢rected a triumphal arch in honor of Ger-
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manicus, the Roman general. The arch still stands, hav-
ing been taken down, however, and redrvected as bhefore,
stone by stone, in another place.  An amphithealre was
also built. the ruing of which to a considerable extent arve
still preserved.  Among the more modern monvments at
Saintes is a statute in honor of Bernard Palissy, one of
the most notable characters in its history. The Roman
name [or Saintes, or XNainctes, as it was formerly writ-
ten, was Mediolanum.  As Trance is now constituted,
Saintes is in the Department of Charente-Infericure,
Arrondisement of Saintes, and Canton of Saintes.

Snch is the city in which we find ierre Sanyay. a
man distinguished and homored, and Pastor of its He-
formed Church.  'Ua him, more than to any other man,
seemis Lo belong the distinetion of being the father of the
Sanxay family.

Among other Sauxays, contemporaneous with him,
and prominent in heir way, was one who wis in smne way
connected with the La Aothe-Fougué Family, which he-
came so prominenlly identified with the Protestanl cause
in France. He also resiled in Sainlonge, but I do not
know just where, T refer to Guillaume Sunxay, sieur de
Vimont. He was cousin paternal to Margnerite de La
Mothe-Touqué, comtesse de Sanzay (not Sanxay).
daughter of René de La Mothe, sicar de Saint-Seurin.
An aet of 11 Jannary, 1551, estuldishes, that, during the
pendeney of some legal proceedings between lim and his
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