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INTRODUCTION.

Tuere was no ¢ lull  in the sunset circle of list-
eners when grandma finished reading ¢¢ Sketches of
Dioll Life.” What the young eritics said will not
intercst hoys, probably, with the exception of IHar-
rv's and Walter's comments, which 1 give you.

¢ They are very well for babies’ and little girls’
stories, 1 dare say,” saill Harry, patronizingly ; ¢ but
you can't expeet boys to care about dolls, though I
like the part about Frank well enough.”

¢ [ (id o't listen much,” said Walter. #¢ 1 hope
it is our turn now, grandma, and that you'll give
us a jolly soldier story, all about camp life, and
fichting, amd scrapes, and everything.”

¢ Yes," said grandma, taking out quite a fornuda-
ble-looking manuseript ; *¢ I have written your soldier
story, not altogether about soldiers in camp and on
the battle-field, but in part about younger soldiers,
of whom there are now =0 many thousands at home,

drilling in school, and in play, and at all times aned
li’



G I TRODUCTION.

seasons, in fact, when they are awake, for future
active service.  They fight battles, too ; are defeated
and disheartened, or are yietorious and enconraged.
Theze dnlls and battles are not known over the Iand
by bulleting and through newspapers; but they are
many of them ns severe and as grand battles as ever
were fousht ; their rewand s greater than the hero's
glory, and their record is on high.”

¢ I know what prandma means,” whispered Ilar-
1y to Walter, — *‘she means the battles we fizht
with ourselves ; but I don't see how we are drilling
all the time, or whe our drill-master is.”

¢ Hush " sand Walter; ¢ the story will explain
that, perhaps.”

¢ As a rule,” continzed grandma, ¢ I have not
undertaken to give localities or dates, — though both
are sometimes mentioned, — because the purpose of
my story did not require it, and becanze vou can get
facts of that zort much better from those who have
been eye-witnesses nnd participators in what they
relate.

s After rending the vividly portraved realities of
such grand books as Hosmer's ¢ Color Guard,' or
Carleton's ¢ Daye and Nights on the Bacle-Field,” I
could hardly venture to gt down in oy quiet room,



