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PREFACE

APR 1 1837

ﬂ_: THIS volume completes a survey which was originally
- meant to form an Appendix to my Sty of Metre, and
~“of which a small intraductory portion has been already

T printed, as mentioned in the first paragraph of my text.

:- As there explained, however, the present volume is

- practically independernt and sclf-contained, since within

& its period comes all that constitutes our real criticism of
prosody.

. While regretting the delay which has unavoidably

~ intervensd between outset and completion, I am glad

__that this enables me to mention in my Postscript several

—recent works of importance.

'_ It has been my endeavour not merely to enumerate
and summarize Ulreatizes, but to trace the gradual
development of sounder views about verse-structure.
Writings which influenced this development are there-
fore considered somewhat more fully than others. No

. tsuch report on the progress of metrical science has
tappeared, that I know of in any modern LKuropean

=/ language ; the necessary materials, indeed, have scarcely
~been brought together.

= I am much indebled te scveral correspondents who,
accepting an invitation now renewed on behalf of a
volume which must nced their good offices still more,
favoured me with notice of errors or omissions in my
previous pamphlet.  Somc particular obligations are



vi

ackuowledged in Appendix A, But [ would here es-
pecially thank three friendly contributors, Mr, E. L.
White of Baltimore, KMr. E. P, Morton of Indiana Uni-
versity, and Mr. I. 1. Carpenter of Chicago, for help
which has enabled me to make my list of American
publications less incomplete than before.

May I suggest to American writers on wetric the
expediency of forwarding a specimen of their work to
the British Museum? Few people care to buy unseen
books ; a copy deposited there might attract some pur-
chasers, and would at least advance knowledge. Our
subject not being popular, the Muscum aathorities are
apt to prongunce " unnecessary ” even volumes that
readers wish to consult,

When this book was plunned, 1 secmed to have the
field to mysell. Now, a formidable competitor may be
thonght 1o liave arisen in the person of Prof. Saintsbury.
How far futurc volumes of his History of Englich Prosody
will take possessicn of this ficld I do not know. Judging
by what has already appeared, | incline to suspect that
our aims diverge, and that students may profit by seeing
the same matters treated from two very different points
of view. Howcver this turn out, I rejoice that a cherished
design is beingr executed before © the night and the
shadows ” come to prevent; and shall hope that my
narrower attempt may share some of the interest which,
[ trust, my fricad’s work s destined to excite in a
subject too much wneglected of late years by English
schaolirs,

Ly CALVERLEY Pakk, TUNERIDSE WELLS,

Lecemder, 1yof,
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