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THE CLAYTON FAMILY.

It is well to start with the family history at the founda-
tion, and then follow it up through its variots changes to
the present time. We will start about grz, when Rallo
made peace with the King of France, and thie Dukedom of
Normandy was confirmed. In that settlement after a thirty
vears war, the King of France agreed to confirm Kollo's
title as Duke of Normandy, and zive him his danghter in
marriage; the Duke agreeing to do homage to the King, 1o
become a Christian and marry the King's daughter.  Eut
when the time came for the Duke to do homage, he refused
to kiss the King's foot, and no persuasion or entreaty could
induce him to perform that part of the ceremony. It was
finally compromised by permitting Rollo to kiss the King's
fool by proxy, but when the courtier lifted up the King's
foot, he raised it so higl that it tumbled the King out of
his chair, which created great laughter among those present.
Vet the King bore this indignity, well knowing that Rollo's
army was too strong to meet in battle,

From that time Normandy began to flourish, and during
the time of its first six dukes, it was one of the richest pro-
vinces in the world, notwithstanding its many wars, When
CWilliam the Conguerar™, who was the seventh Duke, came
upon the stage of action, Normandy was divided into two
classes, the nobility, who were the descendants of Eollo's
followers, and the peasants who were the descendants of the
Freoch; so that we find a class of cultured people, who had
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much of the polish of Faris, and whao were far in advance
of the Saxons in England.

Dharing the time of the quarrel between William the Con-
gqueror and King Harold, William called together his chief-
tains in council,  Some were willing 1o go to war while
others refused; but oue of his braloy men *Fitzoshorne
advised the Duke to call upon the nobility separately, which
was douwe, and in a short time sufficient men and means
were ready for his enterprize. A man by the pame of
Robert, born in Caudeber Normandy, Frapee, accompanied
William the Congueror to England.,  He was a soldier well
skilled in arms, and after the hattle of Hastings, had the
Maner of Clayton given him by Willinm the Congueror for
his laudable services in battle, He was afterwards konown
as “Robert de Clavten™ and was Lord of the Manor of
“lavton, and the Grst Clavton spoken of in the history of
Eugland,

He had three sons:—=John, Willlain and Robert.  Joho
accompanied Williain Rufus in his war against ' Maleolm'’
King of Scotland, and fell nobly in battle near Penrith, 1o
Cumberland. William de Clayion, the second son, succeed-
vd his father, He faithfully served King Stephen in all his
troubles, and on Candlemas Day, 1141, he lost hig life in
Lattle, and was succeeded by his son Robert,

Robert had one son Willlam de Clayton. He married
Eligabeth Farrington, of Farrngton, He had three sons
and died 1n rigz and was buried at Leviind, Lancashire,
The elilest son, Richard, was a priest of a very benevolent
character and died in Normandy, Thomas, tlie second son,
dicd without issue and Robert de Clayton, the third son,

succeeded his father.  He married in 1151 and had foar
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sons:—William, Robert, John and Thomas, Three of the
sons accompanied King John into Normamdy in 1200 and
died without issue. John the thivd son succeeded his father,
He had two sons Willism and Thomas and died in 1200 and
was stuceecded by his second son Thomas de Cinyvion,

Thomas de Clayton had three soms, John, Rebert and
William. TJohn, the eldest son, succeeded his father. He
matried in 1263 and died in 1280, having had issne two sons,
Thomas and Ralph. He was succeeded by his second son
Ralph de Clayton who left three sons, John, Giles and
Nicholas, and lie was suceeeded by his eldest som, John de
Clayton. This John accompanied John of Gaunt in 1356 to
assist the King of Novarre against the French., He also
accompanied King Edward in most of his expeditions. He
left four sons:  John, William, Ralph and Robert and died
in 1399 and was succeeded by his eldest son John de Clay-
ton, whe had three sons, Thomas, Robert and William, he
died in 1404, and was buried at Levland, and was succeeded
by his eldest son. Thomas de Clayton married Dorothy
Thellwell of Thellwell i Cheshire with whom he received
that township and village as a marriage portion and by
whom he had twosans, John bornin 1419, 'and William born
in 1420, (William died withom! issue in 471, Thomas
de Clayton died in 1426 and was succeeded by his eldest
som, John de Clayton, who married, in 1440, Mary Main-
Wariig.
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AXNCESTRY OF MARY MAINWARING.

The Mainwarings are the descendants of ""Ranulphus,
one of the companions of William the Congueror in the
Norman Tnvasion and also one of those thirty-two persons,
to whom that fortunate monarch gave all or most of Che-
shire, of which he obtained fifteen lordships in Peure (now
Overpever) which remained 1o the family until 17o0."

His grandson, Roger, had a son named William, who was
the father of Sir Ralph Mainwaring, Knt., who was a
Judee of Chester in the reign of Richard {1). He is the
first Mainwaring spoken of in history. He mwarried Amicia,
danghter of Hugh Kyviliok, Earl of Chester, whose ances-
tors were as fallows:—

After the conguest, William the Conqgueror, gave to his
nephew, Hugh Lupus, the Earldom of Chester about the
vear tofo.  He died July 27, 1101, leaving a son, s heir.
1I. Richard, second Larl of Chester who married but died
without izsue, and the Farldom descended to the nephew of
Hugh Lupus Ly his sister Mande,

III. Randal (1) FEarl of Chester. e was HRandall
Meschines, V. €., of Baveaux, Normandy, France, and
married Luey, a daughler of Algar, the Saxon Earl of
Marcia and died 1128, leaving issue his son and heir,

IV, Randal (2% Earl of Chester, who became a great
warrior and took King Stephen  prisoner.  He married
Maude, danghter of Robert, Earl of Gloueester, a natural
son of King Henry (17 of England and died 1155 leaving
two sons, Hugh and Richard and was suceeeded by his
eldest =omn,




