CONSIDERATIONS
ON THE STATE OF
IRELAND



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649339921

Considerations on the State of Ireland by William Knox

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



WILLIAM KNOX

CONSIDERATIONS
ON THE STATE OF
IRELAND

ﬁTrieste






CONSIDERATIONS

E LR
S

4 HE NEW YORE
6N THE PUBLICLIBRAR"} -
{P16484] ¢

AETOR, IEMJ!K fhﬂ .
TILEHEM FCLway

Ece, 1'
.STATE '

IREL AN D,

[ Dy, Williwe <mon. ]

"D UBLIN:

WILLIAM WATSON,

M;DCCLXXIVIIL

i = !
TatAl N

GO )

(Ragn d




THE NEW YORK
PUBLICLIBRARY

P164844

ASTCR, " INOX AND
Ticleta v 1 IDATIONS.
letld,

INTRODUCTION.

r

IT is the common misfortune
. of all dependencies of Great Em.

pires, that fuch of their citizensl

as are able to make their way to
adminiftration, feldom return to
their native province, or bring
the knowledge or influence they
have acquired to its fervice. No
country feels this misfortune
more fenfibly than Ireland ; for
notwithftanding it is. no more

Az than
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iv INTRODUCTION.

than a member of the Britith
empire, its conftitution partakes
fo much of a feparate ftate, that
almoft the whole of its polity is
left to the arrangement of its
own domeftic government ;i be-
fides the aptnefs of men, remfioved
to a diftance from the feat of
‘empire; .to ' be {wayed by early
prejudices or local attachments,
their beft calculated projeds for
promoting the particular intereft
of their country muft ever run
the hazard '.of . being defeated,
by clathing with. the particular
intereft of {ome other member,
of interfering: with the general

"~ and
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-a:ll-d combined interefts of the
whole. '

To the want of a knowledge
of the general and combined in-
tereft of the empire, in thofe who

*erve had the dire@tion of the

affairs in Ireland fince the Re-*
volution, may in a great mea-

fure be afcribed the {low pro-

grefs Ireland has made in pe::v[':'g:t-'E

lation, cultivation, ' commerce,

and wealth, compared with o-
ther parts of the Britith domi- °
nions. : o

It is not my prefent purpofe
to point out inftances in proof

of.



vi INTRQDUCTION.

of this affertion, but there is one
fo ftriking and obvious, that I
cannot help mentioning it.’

In the zgth jear of the réign
of James the 1ft. the whole num-
ber of white inhabitants in iﬁ

b | .o Biitith colonies in North
ﬁ“?m

America amounted to no more
than 4000, at' which time Ire-
land contained a million; yet
with fuch a prodigious ftart we
have feen Ireland, in a little

. more- than a century, overtaken

by America, and in fome par-
ticulars furpaffed ; for it is be-
yond controver{y, that until her
late imprudence in exciting the

jealoufy,
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jealoufy, and provoking the re-
fentment of Great Britain, Bri-
tilh America was nearly as po-
pulous as Ireland ; her people
were better fed, better clothed,
better lodged, and more happy ;
fhe- had more fhipping, more
trade, and more credit; and du- -
ring the whole time laboured
under more reftraints from Eng-
lith laws than Ireland did, with
foil much lefs fertile, and a cli-
mate neither fo temperate or fa-
lutary, But altho’ the continual
migrations of the people might
have thewn vur rulers that there
was {omething doing in Ame-

rica,

T
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rica, that made Irithmen prefer
it to their own country; it ne-
ver occurred to them to enquire
what that was. No member of
the Irith legiflature ever thought
of reading a colony a& of aflfem-
bly, or looking into their con-
flitutions or forms of govern-
ment, or acquiring a knowledge
of the nature of their trade, the
regulations it was {ubje& to, or
the privileges they enjoyed; and
it ‘would not be hazarding
much to affirm, that not a
fingle volume of the laws of
any one of the feventeen colo-
nies on the continent is, or ever

was,



