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PREFACE

Ix making the selections for this Anthology, the
compiler, while glving preference primarily to
poems in themselves intevesting, has sought to
include in it as large a pumber as possible of
aunthors whose literary and poetic talents entitle
them Lo appear in soch & work, The small size
of the book necessitaced his choosing short
poemns, with ome or two oxceptions. Thas
length restriction has cansed some omissons,
yat none, it iz belicved, swhich deprive the
Anthology of its claim Lo Le [uirly represeniative
of French postic hiterature—at a3ny cate of ils
Ivrical clement—I{rom e age of ¥Villon down to
the beginmng of our owi cénluty,

Froissarl was laken as o o smlable siarting-
point, simee the close of the fourleenlh century
in France offerz, jusi a3 11 dees iu Epgland, the
first texts easmly wnderstandable by modern
readers, To go farthes back would have been
to risk including less inralligible and—to that
cxtent—Iless iateresting material. ‘The ortho-
graphy Iollowed i5,in the main, thatof theeditions
from which the extracts have been made, with
a few alterations for the sake of avoiding ob-
acurity. ‘These aditions, however, not being all
originals, there, is perforce, some anachronism
in the spelling.

While endeavouring to maintain proportion
berween the spaces allotted to ancient and
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PREFACE

moilern anchors, the compiler felt that the extra-
ordinary development of French poetry which
has taken place since Victor Hupo and his con-
temporaries broke the fetters of classicism, in
which it had long lanpuizhed, called for due
recopniticn. Among  the ninetesnth - century
and up-to-date selections will he seen (races of
the evolution of the French poetic muse towards
greater freedom hoth in matter and form.
Whether the vounger contemporary advocatos
ol =till more sweeping changes will succeod in
doing as much for their art as the school of
Victor [lugo, cannot be discussed jwre. Their
experimenis ars at leazt worthy of being watched
with syvmpathetic interest.

Since 11 15 hoped that this Anihology will
appeal toa larger reading public than has hitherto
been obiained for French poetry, a few praclical
hintz rmay not ba amiss.

Tonic accent, which plays such an important
rile in English poctic rhythm, is much fess
marked in the French fanpuape ; and, in gencral,
there is no other guiding principle for attaining
any proper knowledpe of it than the somewhat
fluctvating  tendency to accentuale the last
sonoroud syllable of a word. 1n reality, how-
ever, the comparative weighl of A word’s com-
ponent pargs often produces a predominant
tonic emphasis in another svilable than the last
sonoroud ane.  For example, this emphasis pre-
dominates in the first syllables of *' menuder,” and
" maizon,” they being weightier than the finals,
albeit these latter are scnorous. The same
thing occurs in polysvilables—many, at least,
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PREFACE

' physiologie,” ' préalablement,” ' narration,’’
for instance—there baing, in these and other
words of like formartion, an emphasis on the
antepenultimate, which corresponds to the
Latin wsage, and which, though not tanght in
grammar, 15 observed in practice,

The French unaccented ' 2,'" which, when final,
15 usually mute in prose, nevertheless constitures
a syllable i conjunction with the consonant
preceding it, and i3 not mute in poetry.  There
i5 no nesd to pranownca it oo 2udibly  but its
prescnce in the metric foor must be marked by
the voice, nnless it is tollowed by a wowel. In
fact, the same rle maust be ohserved as in read-
ing Chauvcer ; and, antil this van be done with
fmality, the thythm of the verse is not ap-
prociated.

I'renchi rlivuce dillers in one imporiant respect
froon Edaghsh, masmuech #s, contranly to ihe
latler, 15 supporlmp consopanls uay be Lhe
same, provuling the zense of Llhe lwo words
formang the rhyme 13 differant, For axampls,
whereas in Hnglish it would be impossible o
rhyme *' hox'" (the plant) with " dex ™ (a hlow),
and hardly less so to rhyme ™ frecge " with
“fricg’ or “ seas " with ' srize’’ these sorts of
rhymein French are richer than thoseof ™ kaow
and “ grow.” race ' and * pace't etc. Apgain,
there being many terminsl consopants which
are nol pronounced in Frencli, it is5 permissible
to rhyme " mars" with *' fau” '"lagg™ with
" lard etc.

The system of French diphthongs alao needs
attention, since not a few—such as "' deeg ' daqn
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