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PREFACH

N efforl has becn made in this volnme to re-people the Convent of
5t Peter, Westmunster, by sueh an exammation of the reconds as
would enable me to eite the anthorities for each vome inchulel and for
each statement about the bearer of the name. The Abbots are in many
ecases already well known in theiy chavacier and their work, though much
maore may yet be done to make the personalities of some of theo a ]i\'iljg
reality to our ;ﬁmnemt.inn by means of the doenments which survive from
their time and bear their seal.  Bub the more we know of the Abbors, the
more conscions we beeome that the daily renmd of conventual doings was
from their life “a thing apart,” while to the Prior amld monks iv was ther
“whele existence,”  The material that sorvives in the eases of Abbot
Walter de Wenlok and Abbot Willbun Colehester shows  how snanll a
portion of each year was spent Ly them al Westninster,  The eall of the
King might send them to foreign ports: the affairs of the Onler or the
necds of the Convent might take them to Rowe ov Avignon, when they
were in England, they titted abont from property to preperty,—Lalchan,
Pyriord, Cleygate, Denham, Iship and Pevshore —with g monk or two in
their teain 1o act s seneschal or chaplain: and even if they woere at
Westminster, they wostly resided outside the precinets al their manor-
house of La Neyte. S0 the daily exiswnce of the Abbey dopended on the
Prior and his Brethren, It was tiwe, therclore, that these should he
brought out of the shadow-land in which they have been allowed  to
remain.

It needed some conrage to undertade snch o task, espectally as 1 had Lid
no experience in deciphering mediaeval doowments when 1 eame to live in
the Abbey five years ago.  But eeviain cirewnstances coconraged me. My
c-J"n.".%gl:es, and more espeetally the Dhoan, were realy to give thelr fvonr to
another instafment of the Westminster series. D Edward Seots, the Keeper
of the Muniments, hag never tived of allewing o beginnwer to demw npon his
unigue expericnee o o beg o his revision of traoseripts made by o prentice
hand. I had alsa bofore me the volumes alrewly praloced by the Dean of
Wells, who has shown o eonstant intevesl in the eontinnance of his work,
When I had practically completed my list of the later onks (from 129




