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EXERAL INTRODUCTION,

A groriox of oor Repriots appears under the title of Affesion-
Hogks, By thia term we intend to cover not owly those beoks
which afford some alluwsion, or indivccet referenee, to Shakzpere
or to o work of his, Tut also those which directly deal with either:
i e, which mention him by pame as the author of such and snch
a poem or play, or as a poet workhy of praise or of blame.  This
distinetion is mmportant, and it is but right, once for all, to insist
upon it. Lt us take an extreme inatanee of each term.  In the
Tigferna of Dante (Cant, IIL) scenr these lines:

e vidi 'ombra di eoloi
Che free por viltte i grond vifiue,
a4 to which it ia atill o debateable question, who is specially signal-
ized under the descriptiou of the mon  who meade, throngh basencss,
the greab refusal ' : in fpet, three diferent interpretntions have
found supporters, Tf, as has hean sugoested, the referonce bo to
Celesting the Fifth, thiz iv an extreme instance of an allusion
proper, De’ Quincey, in his admirsble cssay on Stgle (Works,
Black's ed., vol. x. p. 234), has a nate an the Cueseadia of Liyeo-
phron, in which he spenks of the Y spmbolie images, which should
naturally be intelligible enowgh o na who koow the several his-
tories " of the Trojan heroes, “but which (from the particular
seloction of aceidents or eivcnmstanees used For the desiguation of
porsons)] resd like riddles without the aid of a eommentator.”
De Quincey strictly calla theso, elfusions to the pessons in ques-
tion; “as 6" he remarks, “ T ghould deseribe Cromwell by the
expression, ' wnfordunate temer of korges oo &o, or oo noble Toed
of tho last century aa “ghe roasfer of men. " (Baany oo Jeen Paud
Ledehter o Works, vol. xiil. p. 124)  Carlyle’s works, again, are
like Jean Paul's in this respect: full of allusions, often of the
maosk obacurs kind, to porsons sod events,  To this day moany of
the ellwsioie jn the works of our old poets are neeertain,  As-
suredly “he who left untold,” &e., in JI Peuserose, ia Chaucer ;
but whether the next allusion be to Spenzer nn!v, or to Bojardo as

! 7 well, remaing an apen guestion,

ALLUSION-BOOED. ]



il GEXERAL INTROTUCTION,

But, on the other hand, when a weiter is nomed, or mentioned
in terms which divectly 1f.lc|11,|r:, Lim, it s not strmt]v correct Lo
call such a reference, an allusion, since there is no by ‘lﬁlﬂ?r or side-
glanee at an incident or event which moy serve ns the middle
term of identifiention. Thus when Ienry Willobie’s anonymons
eulogist wriles

Ancl Shalke-speare paiuts poar Luereee rape,

one can lardly say that the fape of Luerece or its anthor are
alluded to: they are diveefly noticed,  But nolwithstanding, it is
a fuet that a vast number of sueh notices involve an indirect refer-
enee to the writer or the writing; and we may surely be allowed,
for the suke of convenienes, to L"mplu'r a title, to cover all our Re-
prints in this Section, which faithfully describos the greater part
of them, and is applicable, with some little license, to nearly all.

The first instalment of our 4 Nision- Hooks consists of the fol-
lowing :—

1. Green's Groats-worth of Wit ; Dought with a million of
Repentance.  We know of no copy of the first edition, nor, in
fiet, of any edition earlier than that of 1506, We have therefore
reprinted Mr Henry Huth's copy of thay edition, The British
Museum Library hos o copy of the edition of 1617. The Bod-
leian Library, Oxford, has copies of the editions published in 1621
and 1629 : the former of which, by a very common error of the
press, reads  Tygres head,” instead of © Trzors (or Tygres) heart,”
in the passage containing the tamous allusion to E]fnkspere and
his Third Part of Heory V1.

The title of this worlk s not The Groats-worth of Wik, &o.;
but Green’s Groats-wortd of W, Le,, and herein lisz matter for
speculation. Tt was o practice with the writers of that time to
combine some name, wef alwags that of the author, with the title:
e, g The Counfess of Pombrooke’s Passion, TWillobie hiv Avisa, &e
In the case of Hobert Greene's remarkable tract, ns in that of dvise,
there was & special motive for the prominence accorded to the
author’s name in tho title. Tt war one of Greene's posthumous
works, and was revised and curtalled by his literary exeeutor
Henry Chettle, before it saw the light, = At that day Greene's
name had an extrﬂ.urdinﬂry prestign, owing to the quantity and
popularity of his literary productions, both o proze and in verse,
dramatic and Iyric,  Aceordingly Chettle puts Greene's name
first, not anly o bespeak the inferest, and provoke the curiosity,
of the public, but also to remind the reader of Greene’s recent
death nud Chettle's editorship.

As Robert Greene died on Sept. 2 or 8, 1592, we muy safely



GENERAL INTRODLEOTION, ifi

refer the manozeript to the summer or antumn of that year: and
a8 Kind-Hart's Peepste {(which emtains an allosion to Geeen's
Groate-worth of TFit) waa entered on the registers of the Stationers’
Co. in Dee., 1593, it follows thae Grecue's book was printed
and published between those two dates. That portion of this
singular teact which entitles it to a place nmong our . AMwsion-
Boeks is the nddress, (following on the main story, and mmnrodintely
preceding Greene's farewell,) * Mo those geatlemen his quondam
acquaintanes, that spend their wits in makiog plavs; " which
deals with five play-makers (not eounting Shakspere), but is spe-
eially addressed to three of them. These three have been identified
na (1) Christopher Mnrlowe, (3} George Poele, and (2) Thomas
Nash, This addresa is eminently sugrestive of the low estate of
the players at that date, and ithe diserodit which attached to
the writors who supplied them with eapy.  Only ponder the scorn
with which John Duy, and Jobhn Davies of Heretord (the admiver,
if not the actual friend, of Shakspere ond HIH‘}JII,E:E:], gay of tho
player’s voeation, The former (if, as the late Mr Bolton Carney
l!'rlth(!tl:[?l:ll‘ﬁ*vﬂ.J he wore the anthor of Fee feturne from Pernassus,
1606, neted in 1002} puts the following speech ko the mouth of
Studiosy (Actus 5, semna 1) ¢

Fayro fell gond fephess, thae wonld vather be

King of s mole Will, then Tuyeara slave:

Dettor i 15 manget fdlers 1o he chivls,

Then el [a] plaiees trencher beg melicfe,

But ist not steunge this Eth-] mimick apes shoull prize

Unhappy Behollors st a hireling rate,

Vile woeld, that Hifts fham up s hye degree,

And tropdes us dewne i groveling misery,

Lingland nffordes those glarions wagahonds,

Thot earried soret their fardels ob their backes,

Conrsers b vide oo through the gazing streetes,

Booping it in their gloding Sutten sotes,

And Pitpres to atband thoir neafstocships

With monthing words this hatter wits have frned,

They purchaso lands, and now Beapuisrs ave mnde,

(the lnst couplet nob improbably alluding to Shakspere). To
thia Philomusus replies,

What ere they ssemo being even n tho hest,
Thay ave but sporting foviunes scornlisll jesta,

John Davies writea thus;

Goad God !t over prdde el stoop so low,
That is by nalnve a0 exevedine hie:

Binse gerdele, didse thon thy selfe, or others Lo,
Woaldst thon 0 darde'of Apish Aesors e,
That dor o Cie wil sel their Qaalitic

Vet they tarengh thy perswasion (being strone)



