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PREFACE.

. The following are designadt for those readers who are
interested in the Cld Testament, not oaly as a storehouse of devo-
tion and doctnine, but also as a collection of ancient writings pre-
senting many literary and historical problems.  In the space at
the writer's disposal, it will be obvious that only the more important
of these problems could be discussed.

For coovenience of reference, the order of books in the
English Version has been followed. How little this is a guide
to the oripin of the books may be illustrated by the fact that the
account of Creation on the first page of the Old Testameit and the
prophecy of ‘ Malachi’ on the !.:ast were published at practically
the same time, The chronological tables will assist S:Le reader
to fix the suceession of the different writings.

The writer may be allowed to sugpeszt here that the critical
analyses of the historical books, on which =0 much of their
interpretation depends, can be appreciated omly if some means
be taken (o represent them (o the eye.' For the Hexateuch,
the works mentionsd in the text do this by means of variations
of type, and so far as isaued the of the Polychrome
Bible by the more expensive but clearer method of colours.
In the following pages, however, sufficiently detailed notes of
anplysis have been ncloded to snable the student to comstruct
a Paolychrome Bible for himeself, if he takes the trouble to wash-
in the text of the variouz sources by means of water-coloyrs. .

The thanks of the author are due and are hereby offered to the
Rev. ]J. Eetlin Carpenter for many helpful soggestions and
criticisms.

I. H. W.
Carmarthen, December, 1501,
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