A GENERAL
DICTIONARY OF
PROVINCIALISMS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649039920

A General Dictionary of Provincialisms by William Holloway

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



WILLIAM HOLLOWAY

A GENERAL
DICTIONARY OF
PROVINCIALISMS

ﬁTrieste






GENERAL DICTIONARY

oF

PROVINCIALISMS,

‘WRAITTEN WITH A VIEW TO BESCUE FROM OBLIVION THE FAST FADING
HELICS OF BY-GOKE DAYE.

Tapet lnssnablle multos
Soribandi Crovathen, Jw,

LABOE YPFE VOLUZYAN.

o ,IF;-'L,-:IJ-':‘.: REVEDE S
WILLIAM, I__IULLUWAY,

BUSSEX FRESS.
PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY BAXTER AND EON,
LEWES,



W-2-3%
3TV

PREFACE.

—_—

ARer a labour of some years, I have at length succeeded,
ae far as my slender means, and still slenderer abilities will
permit, in the compilation of a Dictionary of Provincial Worda.
But, though I have accomplished my task, I feel some diffi-
dence, and some misgivings es to its success with the public.
I fear the task is very inefficiently executed ; and even were it
a more correct performance, I am doubtful whether it is one
that is likely to emit the public taste. Many friends bave
langhed at the paine I have bestowed upon it, while one has
even told me that the only object to be obtained by it, was
that of teaching well-educated persons to speak patois. After
this, T was almost tempted to abandon the work in despair,
and I verily believe I should have done so, had it not been
for the following observation which 1 met with in the Quar-
terly Review for Febrnary, 1836, No. 110, on the subject of
‘Provincial Words, viz:—*1f he (Mr. Blevenson,®) and his
fellow-labourers will collect all the words which deserve a
place in an archaic and provincial glossary, accompanied with
data for ascertaining their meaning, they will be entitled to
the thanks of the public, whether their etymologies are right
or wrong.”

Encouraged by these and other observations, 1 persevered,
and now I humbly present the fruits of my labour to the judg-
ment of a geratinizing, but just public.

* Ope of the conduciors of the publication of a Glossary of Archaic and
Provincial Words, by (Le late Rev. Jonatkan Bovcher,
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To a great desl of eriginality T do not lay claim, mine has
been perhaps rather more the task of a compiler than of an
author. I have collected upwards of nine thowsand words ;
some of these [ have borrowed from former collectors, some
bave been supplied by the kindness of friends in different
counties, and others have been picked op by myself. Not to
claim more merit than 1 ooght, to myself, 1 shall proceed at
once to acknowledge the debt I owe to the different authors
from whom I have borrowed.

The oldest work, 1 believe, on Provineialisms, is coe by
Ray, in 1674, entitled, * A Collection of English Words not
generally used.” His work I have not seen, but he is often
referred to by eome of those from whom I have quoted. The
oldest work which I have met with, is Tim Bobbin'a View of
the Lancashire Dialect, printed at Manchester, in 1775. He
gives some good examples of the dialect by the introduction
of some entertaining dialogues ; but the vocabulary is not
quite so clear and explicit as one conld wish.

In 1790, Dr. Pryce, of Redruth, Comwall, published a
work on the Cornish Language : this book 1 have not been
able to obtain, and, therafore, should not have mentioned it
here ; bat for the purpose of showing that by the ohservations
I bave seen on i, in the Encyelopedia Londinensis, he con-
firms the opinion, which I bave given in my introdoction, as to
the Cornish being a relic of the ancient British language.

Grose's Provincial Dictionary was published in 1790, and
to him I am greatly indebted, as every collector must be. His
is a general collection, not confined to one particular county
or district, but ranging over the whele kingdom. He bas got
togetler a nemerous vocabulary, but has not entered much
into the Etymology of words.

The Craven dialect, by a netive of Craven, was published
in 1824, and is a valuable work, containing many words and
entering largely into their etymons. Craven is that part of
Yorkshire in the Western Riding, which adjoins to Lanca-
shire, and sbounding in wild and extensive fells and moore,
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the inbabitants have retained their ancient dialect in more
purity than in more populous districts, though the anthor
regrete that commerce ig making gremu inroads even on the
seclagion of Craven, )

Observations on some of the dlalecls of the west of
England, particularly Somergetshire, by James Jennings,
Honorary Secretary of the Metropolitan Litersry Institation,
London, were published in 1825. This is a useful little book
and I have made use of it.

The vocabulary of East Anglin, (that is of the counties of
Norfolk and Suffolk) by the late Rev. Robert Forby, Rector
of Fincham, Norfolk, was published by his friends after his
decease in the year 1830, and is by far the most valuable
work I have met with. 1tis only to beregretted it did not extend
beyond the two counties slready mentioned. The anthor
goes more fully into an explanation of the words, and more
minntely into their origin than any I have been fortnnate
enocugh to meet with,

Specimens of the Yorkshire Dialect is a very small book
publighed at Enaresborough in 1833,

Having spoken of the doubts I entertain ag to the reception
thia little work may meet with from the publie, the question
may very fairly and very naturally be asked, * Why then do
I persevere in printing it? My answer is this, that es eduea-
tion is now become so general among all classes of the people,
Provincial Words, in another generation or two, will cease in
a great measure to be used, when antiquaries may feel the
same delight in poring over these remains of a by-gone age,
as Cuvier did in putting together the bones of the antediluvian
animals which he discovered, or a8 modern geologists do in
attempting to prove that the earth, instead of beingsome six
thousand years old, has existed 48 many millions.

With these remarks I lsunch my bark into the sea of
public opinion.






INTRODUCTION,

In & country, which, like Great Britain, has been conguered
and held by Foreigners of several diffecent nations, it must follow, as
amatter of eourse, that a great variety of Iialecta will be found
to prevail in different parts of the kingdom. It ia vot my inten-
tion to enter into & very critical history of the subject, as I am
not equal to such a task, nor do I deem it mbsclotely necessary.
The Languages, evideat remains of which are still found = Great
Britain, are, the Ancient British, the Roman, the Danigh, the
Saxon, and the Norman.

When the Romans established themselves in England, such of
the Ancient Britous as preferred rude liberty to polished slavery
fled from the conquerors into the fasinesses of Cornwall and
‘Wales ; consequently it is iu Lhose places that we must look for
the remains of the British Language; in short the Welch is the
Aacient British, and the Cornish is strongly tinetured with the
British, though probably it is not spoken in the same purity
there as in Wales. We find many British words interspersed
throngh diffarent counties in England, particularly in the names of
places; as Pen, for instance, “ a head.” Penhuret end Penshurst,
are from Pen, Brit, and Hurst, Sax, 2 wood—a place st the head
of a wood. Censter, Brit. a city or fortified place; ns Chester,
the city or camp; Chichester—Cinsa, a King of the South Sax-
ons, and Ceaster, Brit,—the city of Cissa, by whom it was founded ;
and so with many others.
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The Romans kept possession of the country abont 500 years ;
but as they beld it rather as a congquered provinee—that is by
meana of various fortified places, and not by an amalgamation of
the two races—their language was never very widely diffused.

In the Walch langusge there seem to be several traces of the
Roman, as mey be seen in the following words, viz :—

Window Fleuenir, W. Fenestrs, Lat.
Bridge, Pont, W, Poes, Lat.

And, Ae, W Ac; Lat.

Was, Fu, W. Fuil, Lat.

Angel, Angal, W, Angulus, Tat. ;s
His, Ei, W. In, ea, id. Bi, Dat. Lat.
Gald, Awr, W. Aprum, Lat.

Io Cornwall we find Tamuls, hespa; Tumulus, Lat.
MNumer, 3. Nomber. Nomeroos, Lai, Narf.

Bever,s. A lupch. Bevera. S
LATIN ETYMONS, NORTH.

North. Bngliah, Lat.

Ak, s A cheat. Area,

Arran, s A spider. Aranes.

7o Colloque, . ».  To Converse Collogaor,

Doubler, & A large plate, Dnplaris.

Huspert, r. A rough fellow. Asper,

Ts Oumar, v, a. To shadow, Umbrs,

Ramile, 2. Twigs, Remus, Ramuolus.

Broop; s A post. Sicpa,

BAST AUMSEX AND KENT.

Ripe, 5. A bank. Ripa.
Aqua-Beb, Aniciele. Aqgue, and Bob, an ear-ring.
To Coddle, voa.  To parbail. Cortulo,
Gol, 5. An uoder drain, Graltar,
Hames, & Part of a cart-horse’s harness, Hama.
Mall, 2. A two-handed hammer. Malious.
Pell: #. A wmull pool. Palus,
To Pose, 0. a. To set & person down in a0 ergument. Positos.
Bally, & A willow. Balix.
Tolt. s. A pwee of ground on which & messuage has stood. Toltam.

The words of Danish origin are not very oomerons, but szch
a8 do exist, are, as might be ressonably sxpected, fornd in the
Enstern and Northern parts of the kingdom, those cousties bav-
ing been more contignous to that part of the continent, whence the



