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| £e] Preface.

Little would it benefit us if we knew of the existence of suf-
light only from reading about it in books, and were incapable to
see the light and to enjoy the rays of the sun. What would it
serve us if we theoretically knew all about the constitution of the
terrestrial sun if we were encompassed by darkness? What
good would it do to us to be informed about all the gualities of
the divine powers of God, if we could recognize nothing divine
within our own selves.

No man can show to another the light if the latter is incapable
to see it himself; but the light is everywhere ; there is nothing
to hinder a person to see it, except hiz love for the darkness,
His love for the illusions of his terrestrial phase of existence
causes him to regard these illusions as real, and to relegate the
Real to the realm of fancy and dreams. Nevertheless, that
which seems now the true light to him will be as darkness when
his consciousness awakens to the perception of the light of the
spirit.

As light is incomprehensible except by its contrast to dark-
ness, I have not ondy selected some of the best portions of the
writings of the ancient hcrmetic philosophers and medieeval
# Rosicrucians " ; but I have also taken the trouble to collect a
few facts from the great storchouse of human follies to be found
in the foole" paradise of the vizionary and dreamer; but for
those who earnestly wish to enter the path and to follow the
Light, 1 have added some of the most precious gems, taken from
the books of the sages ; whose meaning will be incomprehensible
to the would-be wize ; while those who are unsophisticated will
find thercin a great deal of wisdom.

THE AUTHOR.
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INTRODUCTION.

Is the popular books of to-day, dealing with the origin of
teligion, we find it stated that they originated from fear. Tt is
deseribed how our ancestors, while in a savage state, and being
unacquainted with the revelations made by moedern science, zaw
the lighning flash, and heard the noizse of thunder and watched
other natural phepomena, whose onigin they could not explain, and
how they came to the logical conclusion that such thihgs must
be produced by somc cxtra cosmic supernatural and intellectual
power, which might some day take a notion to destroy their
possessions ; and which must, therefore, be flattered and pro-
pitiated so that it might be kept in a good humour.

Such a scientific explanation of the origin of religion and the
belief in God may satisfy the specilating brain of the rationalise
and thinker, who, living entirely in the moonshine of his own
imagination has no perception for the light of that knowledge
which belongs to the spirit of man ; bat such a theory will not
satisfy the heart in which there is still a spark of the divine life,
and which, therefore, feels the presence of an universal and higher
power that is not a product of nature, but superior to her. A religion
having such a merely logical origin would be truly the religion of



