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Mozt of the [acts enntaine:d in this diacowree have heen gatherad hy per-
mimal anquiry. 1L is wod inprobable theee woay e o trilling ipdscurney in
some pf The dates, though Tean hawdly think after all that has hesn done
Lu et Lo the Lralt, there will he fusod many very importast errors on this
ayhiect.  Tob as the memorisa of men are not alwaya tu he depended wpon,
ity be vruper to shserve, 1 bave endesvored wo state che troth, and bes
lieve T have taken proper pains éo ragertain it With these ubservations,
b ouw eomuit e diseourse o wmy beloved peaple, for whose entertainment
it wa= at fisst weitten, wich my best wishes fur their tewperal and spirit-
ual wellare. THE AUTHOR.



DISCOURSE.
S

2 KINGS XX, 20,

A¥D TAR TRAT 0F THE ACT3 OF IELERTAH, AND ATT HIS MIGHT, aND
HoW OFE MADE A POOL, AND 4 CONDUTT, AND DROCGHT WATHER THTO
THE {TIT, ARE TILEY FOT WERITTEN [N TER Bk OF THRE CHREONIULES
OF THR RING2 OF JUDAL ¥

Tum eomntenanes afforded o thig aead sy otler pas-
sages of soripture, tn ihe habit of recoeding wlhat inen da,
and the tmprovements they make in the viriows hosiness
of life, will be my snpporvt in calling yowr attention this
day to some ol the events connceted with the history of
thiz town.

It iz well known Lo you, that lwo handred years Lave
now rolled away, sinee the st sebllement was made in
Plymouth by n company of men, whose objoct, ns ox-
pressed by thomacives, was “to walk in sl the ways of
God made known or to e made known to them, aceord-
ing to their best endeavours”” ‘Fhis prepaved the way
for others to cowe ; and o the year 16285, the propriclors
of that section of this counlry, whicli eanslitoles the great-
cr part of this commonwealtl, sent over Meo Endicotie
with abomt o hundred planters, who arevived at the o
uow called Salem. the Gch of September the same vear,
and Taid the foundation of that town,  The nexté summer,
this new Colony received an aceession of above three
hundred planters more, and with them, two cninent di-
vines, Mr. Francis Higginson and Sammuel Skelton,  Eoon



alter their arrival, that is, on the Gtle of Augast, the per-
sis proposing fo noite inoehureea relution, gave their
[uﬂllji,' asse it tooa contfession of  farth. anil then ﬁ'l]’l‘.'llllti}'
convenmndod wich (il wol eaeh oilior, to walk in the oe-
dinees of  Clwigt, Messrs, Digeivson and Skelton
were then seb apaut ag mindsters of said choreh, the forwer
as teeher, the lalter as postor, al wlhich solemnity the
chonrel at Plymonth assisted by their delegate. This was
the fivet elurelt fully organizel o New England @ that
at Plyvinoncin the anly ose of an eaclier date, bad not a
recnlar pstor G alter this, O the sl of July, 1656,
Governor Winthrop, Licutenant Governor Trhadley, Mr.
Jolinson aml M Wilsow, cuteral futo a formal and solemn
coveraint of faith wwl praetive, aecording to the gospel and
Lol 1l fowndation of the (st eluzeh in Chacdestown,
where on the 27th of Anoust Toliewisg, Me, Wilson was
orliubued pastor, which was the liesl ocdivation o this
state, I Muveh, Disd Fobn Wintheop, son of Chie gov-
ernor, witle twelve men began o plantation st what is now
called Ipawicly, the next vear o charel wis formed, and o
Aprile the people hetee withont a minister, the governor
walleed there om fool from DBestan, spont the sabbath and
cxcretsed himself by woy ol Prophesying, that is in public
teaching wul exlowtation,  Ta 1634, Nathaniel Ward, from
Engloul, Beeasme theivminizter, und on e 200k of Felb-
roary, W, Mrey Nathaniel Thgrers wos sellled 1o the same
place ns calleazioe with M Novbon, win suceseded M,
Ward, norl i was this Inst elvenmstance which led to the
sebtlesent of Rowler, of whickh this town Tormerly consti-
tuted a part: for when Mro Ezekicd Rovers, with abougs
sixty tdustreiogs tamilics came from Vorkshive, in England,
to this country, he was intloeneed in his choiee of a place
i@ etr and enjoving the

af sertlewent, by o desive of L
compinny of Nathunicl Rooers, wha we have mentioned
as settlel i pswich, M. Bogers areiveld in this coun-
try in the fall of 16280 He called the plice of his settie-
mend Howley, aleer the ploce wherg he Lad  lormerly
served i the gospel of Christ. As muny of your ances-




-
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tors sal under his ministry, you will foul 4 special fnterest
in him when vou attewd boonsloet acconnt of Lis life.  Tle
was i oman of considerable note, as 38 evident from Lis
preaching the election cermon o TEEL Ty ahone four
vears after bis areival,  He was abindant o bis Talaurs,
and for several of the first venrs of Lis minlsdey eigoyed
mueh peace and eomfort wilh his people, sew the work of
God flonrish and grow woong then,  Bul alter Lhe setile-
ment of a colleacue, which happencd about ten or twelve
years after his aevival inthis counlee, wnd which seemed 1o
be necessary Trom the mmerons cudds e had fo aitenl o,
there arose Jealansies andd comteutions amens his penple,
which rendered the vemainder of hi= fife nnaappy. e
expecienced also dowestic affliction, e twn wives, all
leis ehibdven, and Ld s Lowse aud niest of Lis papers
burned o the nicht [ollowiog bis thind wanlage, This

tnst eirenmistines renders our ldorielion concerning the
carly history of this town less pecfeel than i would other-
wise have been. He loso also the vee of Lis 13eht aem by
a fall from his horse. aml was obliged. late 110 life. ta leam
to write with his left hawl.  Bur he eseme through Uhe
grave of God, Lo hayve hean gepernily paciend ad sy linis-
sive under these wanifold teibedations, aud to adost wht
I suppose was Iis own expression oo the subfeet, *to have
believed and expected alter having ouule the soyace of this
Iife over o tronbiled sea, e should vench the bavenof ever-
Iasting resr.  His list sickness was of o Bngering nadore,
which ke bove with shristion patience. avil dicd Tauuny
ZA MR, wnd T He Teft Los property, whicl wos consil-
erable, o the town of Bowley, B G seppoet of the eos-
pele His will, which [ lave seen, s =610 in conl preeser-
valion*

Miny of the duhabibants who enome with Me Booies,
were weavers ;o soon alter their arvival S this connory
they set up o follae midl, ewployved theie ebildven o spio-

* A part of this propeety, in eonsaguenes of che oovnsnol bavine com-
plicd with a coudivion eonteimel in bl Will, Dias dalles oo Marvned College,
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nive eotton, and were the firtst who manviactured cloth in
Novth Amerten.

Just at wlae thoe thiz part of the town was settled T
have ot been able to aseeriain, It was not however long
alter the tivse seitlewent in Rowley, and as it appears by
some of the younger [amilies who came to that place.
The fivst Looese boite in the tosn, was on the north of the
romed lewding o Haverhall, and about 40 rods above Mr,
Francis Kimhalls where the ectlar may vet be seen. 1t
was owned by a Alee Jaclson, whose eliristian name was
probuily Williww.

The fivst weeling for town affairs on record, was held
the 2ith of Febenary, 1065, The name then given fo
this town was Mecchwnel, It was afrevwards called Row-
lew Vithige, Ao meeting heild dJawaey T, 1672, the vote
pargaed toeesdl the Lown Beadloed, aml e town was incoer-
porated bv this voune 0 16750 DBub though as we have
sail the fivst mecting on record was in 1668, 16 dees nob
appent that this was, by ooy weans, thoe fest tiwme the peo-
ple on this viver, met by themselves o town affaivs, for at
that thne they had a meseehe honese ereered and also a
parsmre. Manv eirewnstances rewder i probable tha
almost from the frse settlewment, thomah eonneeted  with
Bowler, awil aoting with thom in mawy eomman concerns,
yor living at sueloa diztunee, thes helil town meetings,
awong themselves, chose theiv own etficers, sl managed
all those eoncerns which disd ot fnterfers with the -
tegest of ihe ether settlement b bowa, aecording Lo their
own dizaetdon. Awnd amonge the cirennstances  which
verbers this apinion plansible, s that Bradivel awd Box-
ford, thongh making but ope dewn with Rowlev, were
uot within the st patent graoted to Me. Rosers, but
woere the nexy vewr granced 1o b sl te 3 Jolin PLil-
lEl-_-'.. ar the VEEY LS 'I'elll:tl_-..»i*_t_nfl Afr, ]:Illl_‘:'x'l':j..

Bradford is abong 8 miles long and 3 wide, and contains
bt LU weres, and TUS0 dohabituls.

The sl s wencrally wool aod sufliciently various for
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the enlitvation of most produclions common to ihis lati-
tude.  The town is bounded on one shle iz whaole Teagsth
by the Merrimack, a most beautiful viver, wioae waters
afford consulerable quondilies of salinon, shad, boss, sbinr-
geon, alewives and o variely of olher fish,  And i the
gpring there is o vast nowber of seines anpleved in taking
these inhabitants of the flood.  The salwon canghi Lere
are esteened the best of any tuken in the waiers of 1he
northern states, and often Tecch from 75 to T oents o
pourd in the market at Boston. The quantity of fsh s at
prosent mneh lese than formerive To an adwirer of the
works and ways of God, hardly any thing can le more in-
tevesting than what s ealled the run of eelz 1o this dver
This generally takes place belween the two vun of shal,
They go up the viver the beriuning of Moy, inog sibband
or stream of alwnt a ool wile npon the average, and Wirae
~or four inelies in deptle el every year in the same course.
They are from two to six tnehes i Jength, wove with con-
siderable velocity, and continne o pass along without
interruption for abwont foor davs; alwosl wn inconecivable
vumber must pass durtng WUes ey cliey aee Trom the sale
waler, but how Tae (hey go up or what Leeowes of e
I have not vet lenaned.

And now when upou the subject of the river, 1 think
it proper to observe, that thongh i varicus wuys this
town in common with others npon its hrinks, devive sreat
advantazes from this velle stream, L is obwvicns to any
person whio will take the trouble Lo rellect npon the sob-
jeet, that these advantages ave mich less tlan ther wigl,
indecd oughl to Lo, T will meotion among other fhines,
that while there 15 not pealably o wmore eonventent plioe
in the connty of Tesex for the bouber fende, nor o where,
Trom local eivenmstanees enterprise and indusbey i that
bustness, wonld with more cerlainty e coowned witle sne-
cess than s allorded npon its banks To this parish @ vet it
is o fuet, that for the want of suel wn cstabidishien, the
people, ever in this tows, o say nothing of Buxlond,



