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CHAPTER 1.
INSUFFICIENCY OF REMEDIES CURRENTLY ADVOCATED.

In tracing to its source the canse of increazing poverty
amid advaneing wealth, we have discoverad the remedy;
but before passing to that bvanch of our gubject it will
be well to review the tendenciez or vemedies which are
currently relied on or advocated.  The rewedy to which
our conclusions point is at onee radical and simple—so
radical that, on the one side, it will not be fairly consid-
ered so long as any faith remains in the efficacy of less
calatio medsures; so simple that, on the other zide, itz
real efficney and comprehengiveness are likely to Le over-
looked, until the effect of more claborate measures is
estimuted,

The tendenciez and measures which current literatore
and dizcossiong show to be more or less relied vn or ad-
voeated as calenlated to relicve poverty and distress
pmong the masses may be divided inlo six clazses. [ do
not mean that there are so wany distinet parties or
schools of thonght, but merely that, for the purpose of
our inguiry, prevailing opiniong and propozed measures
muy be so grouped for review. Hemedies which for the
sake of greater convenience and clearness we shall con-
gider separately are often combined in thought.

There are many persons who still retain a comfortahle
belief that material progress will ultimately extirpate
poverty, and there are mauny who look to prudential re-
straint upen the increasse of population az the most
e¢llicacions means, but the fallacy of these views has al-
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ready been sofficiently shown,  Let ug now consider what
iy be hoped for:

I Trow grestor cconamy in government.,

L. Prow the betber edoeation of the working classes
and improved habita of industry and chrift,

ML From combinations of workmen for the advance
of wazes,

IV. From the co-oporation of luhor and eapital.

V.  From governmenfl direction and interfercuce.

VI Frow o mors gencreal dissribntion of L,

Unider cheze 2ix heads L think we may in eseential form
raview all hopes and proposiiions Lor the reliel of sociul
distress share of the simple but lur-veaching measurs
which T shiall proposc.

o—Frune (frealer Eeontuty i Goverioment.

Tutil o very fow yoears ngo it was an arlicle ol Taith
with Americans—i bellel sharel by Turopean iberals—
that the poverty of the dows-trodiden masses of the Old
Waorld was due to aristocratic sind monarchical insbitn-
tions, This belief haa ropidly passed away with the ap-
pearanee in the Uniled Stated, wnder repoblican institu-
tiong, of social distress ol the sawe Eind, if not of the
gate intensity, u that prevailing in Kurope.  Bnot social
disbress iz atill lovgely attribneed fo the immense bordens
which existing governimenis impose—ihe preat debts,
the military amd naval estublislinents, the extravaganee
which is charicteristie as well of republican as of mo-
uarebical rolers, amid especially eharaeleristic of ihe ad-
ministration of greab eiliea,  To these mose be added, in
the United States, the robbery invelved in the protective
tariff, which for every tweunty-live conds 16 puls in the
tremsury talos o doflor aod 6 may be fonr or five ont of
the pocket of the congnner. Now, there seems to be an
evident  connection between the immense sums thus
taken from the people and the privations of the lower
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clazzes, and it is upon a superficial view natursl to eup-
pose that a reduetion in the enormous burdens thus
uselessly imposed would make it easier for tho poorest to
get a living. But a consideration of the matter in the
light of the economic principles heretofore traced out
will show that thiz would not be the effect. A roduction
in the amonnt taken from the aggregate produce of a
community by taxation wonld be simply equivalent to
an inerease in thoe pewer of net prodoetion. It would in
cffect add to the productive power of labor jnst as do the
inerensing density of population and improvemont in the
arts.  And as the advantage in the one ecase goes, and
must go, to the owners of land, in increased rent, so
would the advantage in the other.

From the prodoce of the labor and eapital of England
are now supported the burden of an immense debt, an
Established Chureh, an expensive royal family, a large
vumber of sinecurists, o great army amd great vavy.
Suppoge the debi repudiated, the Chorel disestablished,
the royal family sot adrift to make a living for (hom-
selves, the sineeuriets eut off, tho army disbanded, the
officers and men of the navy discharged and the ships
gold. An enormons reduction in taxation wonld thus
beeame possiblo.  Thers would be a great addition to
the net produce which remains to be distributed among
the partios to production.  But it would be only snch an
addition as improvement in the arts has bheen for a long
time conztantly making, and not 2o great an addition as
steam and machinery have made within the last twenty
or thirty years,  Aund as these additions have not allevi-
abed panperism, but have only inereased rent, so wounld
this. English laund owners wonld reap the whole ben-
efit. I will not dispute that if all these things could be
done suddenly, and withont the destroction anid expense
involved in a revolution, there might be a temporary im-
provement in the condition of the lowest class; but such



