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INTRODUCTION.

——

Tue propagation of plants 1s & most useful and inter-
esting art; ond although in most cascs it certainly
requires care, patience, and perseverance, yet there is
a pleasure ¢onnected therewith that is quite original in
its nature, and those who are masters of the art of
propagation are as far in advance of the ordinary course
of gardening ns an inventor of o piceo of machinery
is before the man who merely makes the machine
according to a given plan.

The practical theory for the propagation of plants
it scattered over the whole of the literature of garden-
ing ; so that if you want to find how to multiply a cortain
plant you may possess, probably you may ]?a.w to buy
or borrow some book, to eome at, possessing tho
required information, before you dare venture to cut
your plant for propagation, lest you should lese both
the cuttings and tho original, which is frequently the
case. This has at times cost the loss of a man’s pro-
fessional reputation, and frequently his place too. It
is true some books profess to embody the art of propa-

ion of most ts, the information in which ma

sufficient in detail for the experienced professional,
while conveying mere hints not sufficiently definite for
the novice. Ilere, then, I find good und for the
present attempt to produce a book which in itself shall
meet the demand without further reference, trouble, or
axpense,

well remember when I firet took s Gvehy ioteresk
in the art of propagation, sa 1 was Jckermined ‘o
AR



Ti IXTRODUCTION,

be a plant propagator and plant grower, what anxiety,
research, expense, and loss of time I enmuntered to
find how to proeced with some particular class of glzmt
1 had in hand. In the present pages 1 hope I have
obviated the neeessity for all this troubls, and T trust
that under each heoad cnough is detailed for all classecs
of plants and all classes of lﬁam t growers.

think I may assert for a truth, that to become a
proficient tree and plant propagator is impossible within
a very short space of time without cons ting works of
referenco, hemuau it frequently happens that the pro-

%::.T some kinds may not prmhm]ly come
un the nbmrmtmn of o person onee in his life.
Yet by reading an article, and by working in the
abstraet on the subject, a young man may become
more than kalf acquainted with the method of the

ropagation of the tree or plant. To be a successful
orest-free ter, & man really know the true
physical and fonctionary powora of the plant, and this
can scarcely be pracilcla;!}llr known unless a man is a
F gator : for instanee, no onc will grow Uok timber
unless he vmderstands the nature of its physical
Purwam and is aware of its construction, and
g0 on with other trees and shrubs, Those who propagate
themn are well aware of the formation of the roots,
and how the plants rm their funections below the
surface, which, no doubt, is knowledge most vital for
BUOCERS,

The reader will observe that I have placed the most
common classes of trees first. I have done so because
they are of more real importance to man in general
than the more ornamental classes; and again, these are
ﬁmmﬂ:,r over by most writers. bhave placed

e Ok first, ag this grand forest tree should be culti-
vated to & much greaier extent than it is. There are
localities which will not grow the Oak well, and there
are others which will not grow the Elm ; and if a man
plants these indiscriminately, without making the neces-
sary observations beforehand, the probable result will

be timber at some future time not worth much. 1 ones
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knew a timber merchant who purchased an entire estato
of Oak timber, consisting of a little less than 20,000
trees of a good mize, clean, and to all appearance of
firat-class qua]ityl'];;nbut it was found to be otherwise, I
was informed, w the timber was cut down. Many
of the trees wore worthless for shipbuilding in the
centres, the hearts being partinlly decnyed. This waos
on account of the locality not suiting the Oak., So it is
with reference to other kinds of trees—as, for instanee,
the Apple, which will luxuriate in some places, and in
othera will remain almost stationary and not pget much
larger; it will neither grow nor die.
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