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PREIIAQE.

1. 8 Navr Yamn,
Boamos, Sepd 224, 1860,

Ix his prefaes to “Squadron Taetics under
Steam," published early in 1884, the author re-
marked : *The "Naval Warfare' of Sir Howsd
Douglas, and the *Tactique Navale’ of the
French, are, al present, the only works on sfean
tactics deserving consideration.” To these must
now be added, “XNouvellea Bnges de Tactigue
Nuvale,” by Rear-Admiral Grédgoire Bontakow,
of the Russiun Navy, a hook of far greater
seientifie merit than anything that Las preceded
it. DBelieving, however, that a plain, practical
viork on this subject & atill needed, the anthor
has been encouraged to publish this volame,
which is simply an adaptofion of military to
naval tactics, as put fo the practical fest during



4 PREVACE.

the two years that he commarded the Potomae
flotilla.

“The factician,” eayve Hamatunelle, "is one
who is gifted with quickness of apprehension
and clearness of thought, and such correct-
neps of judgment og ghall enable him to make
choice of the movements best suited to the lime
and situation.” In other words, gred command-
ers, by sea as well as on land, are “born, not
made ;" yet an excellent “recipe for a good
admiral” is that given by Rear-Admiral Charles
Fling, “in the person who combines theory with
practice, is blessed with & clear head, and hos
Feia heart wn the vight place’”



vIn eppe glgnale sannot be sean or clearly anderstood,
no captain can do very wreng if he places his ghip slong-
gide hab of an enomy.—Kunsox,






FLEET TACTICS UNDER STEAM.

Ax agsembly of twelve or more vessels takes the
name of fleet, and s separated into three divi-
gions, of one, two, or threa squadrons each; each
squadron comprising not less than fomr vessels.
Thus, a fleet of twelve vessels would be composed
of three divisions of one squadron ench, and the
commanding officers of aquadrons would also ba
the ecommanding officers of divisions ; snd so with
a fleet of any number of vessels np to twenty-four.
In o fleet of this or larger size, the divisions
would congist of two or more squadrons each,
with the eommands thus distribnied.
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