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PRETFACE,

1 Ay s0 much indebted to the resenrches of
others for the caontents of this little Manual,
that T scarcely know where to begin my ac-
knowledgments., 3y especial thanks are duc
to Sir W. AMur, for the valuable azid of his
worls '—coufessedly the best on the subject,—
which I have taken as my guide in these pages,
~ale’s translation 15 uzed in the quetations from
the Koran, and from his * Proliminary  Dis-
course' and * Notes™ T howve frecely quoted. |
have also found valuahle aid in the writings of
s TPrecman (e Saracens), Fovster (Geapraplhy
of Arabiz), Kasimirski (Koraw), {lrving (Life
of Alakemer), Monier Williams (fwedian 11 is-
domy, Lane (Modern Eppptians, &), Burton
(Bl Mecea and B Medinele), Kennedy, the Rey,
1. (Christiauity and the Relicions of Tudia),
Hughes, the Rev. T, . {(Noler on Muhamma-
danism), Lamartine, Prideaux, Decutsch, Bos-
worth Smith, Gibkon, and others who have
written on the subject.

¢ Lile of Mabomet,” 4 vols. gley London,
L2
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FREFACE,

[ have thought best to retain the spelling
" Mahomet,” " Koran” © Caliph," “Wahabee,"
&c., as being naturalized in cur language, and as
likely to hold their place till some uniform
system of transliteration is generally adopted.!

With regard to the contents of thiz ook, 1
am not consciows {hal any important matter
connected with Islum, or regarding its founder,
has Leen omitted. In treating of the leading
features of the Mahometan system § have sought
to state facts and results, rather than to attribute
motives ; and, whilst compromising nothing eof
the truth, have cndecavoured to avoid every-
thing which wauld appear like partisunship or
prejudice.

Sincerely trusting that I may not, in any
patticular, have neglected the golden rule of
Christian  Charity in speaking of “the great
anlagonistic Creed,” and fully conscious of the
imperfections of my worl, whose aim is to be
a popular exposition of the subject, I now
submit it to the indulrent criticism of the
reader.

J. W, H. &

CLIETON, §&8 Sudy, 1856,

T We meet with ¢ Mohammad," ¥ Mohammed," ** Mobam-
mad ™5 Quran, Corzn, Abcorn, Cokooran, &e,  The verse-

¥

mimbers are those of Hesiniski.



TABLE OF CONTENTS,

CHAP, FPAGE
L—Crogzaray, Eariy FlisTory, awvn I'corLisc

II.—Awcicst Rolletons OBSEREVANCES OF THE
ARARE, AND ANCESTzY OF MadoMET ... 29
LIL—TiaTit oF MAIICMET, ANT: LIFE TO 318 F'ORTIETH
YEAR=[AT) 670 610. ] ccei e 45
IV, —MATIOMIT'S LLGATION, AKD THE FIRST I0STA-

ELISHMENT OF lapdd. —[A T Gio-617.] ... {0
V.—Farly Teaciine ar Mecca (L N

VI.—LasT YFare or Manower a7 Mycoa--TA T,
0y e el RN N L CRG  C E PR R 123
VIL—Tug LATEST 'I'TACIING AT MIccA ... ... 133

VIEL.—MAHOMETs CAREER AT MEDINA—[ATD, a2

IX, —Manower’s TeacHING AT MEDINA oo 0 I8

e DB L s v i i L T LA 1§ Db 140 S o e SR i)
KL-LEBFREAD OF TELADL arieeisiivivens oo srmiibiuasid aavess. RO

b 4] I B G 1 L | e R S AP S W P - -






ISLAM AND ITS FOUNDER.

CHAFTER L.

GEQGRAPHY, LEAELY HTSTORY, AWD PEOPLING OF
AKARLA,

¢ | prERET-UL-Aras,” or the Chersonese of Arabia,
¥ the name given by uts inbabitants to the great
peninsula which, Lordered Ly the Red Sea, the
Indian Ocean, the Persian Gulf, and the deseris
which extend to the Euphrates, stretches, in round
numbers, from the 1zlh Lo the 341tk degree of north
Iatitude. Itz lempth, from the Mediterrancan 1o the
Straits of Bab-el-Mandeh, is about 1,400 miles, its
breadth across the neck of the penmsula t5 oo miles,
whilat its coast-line on the Indian Ocean approacihes
1,200 miles.  * Althoush Arabia is not greatly inferior
in extent to India, it docs not possess a single
navigable mver.”! TFew of its streamms reach the
ocean.  Most of them exist only when swelled by the
periodic rains, and, as a rule, lose themselves n the
sandy plains.  Arabia forms o part of that barren and
nearly rainless region, of which the Sabara, i Adrica,
and Lhe deserts of Shamo, 11 Thibed, form the eastern

b ALoir, 1. exdvl.



