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FOREWORD

Dhuring the first administration of
President MeKinley, in 1899, troubles
arose over the govermment of the Sa-
moan Islands in the Sonthern Pacific,
The Berlin Treaty of 1889, entered into
by the English, German, and Awmerican
ecovernments, nnder which officers had
been named and a government sought to
be established, had proven unsatisfac-
tory to all parties, and an insurrection
arose, Hon, Bartleft Tripp, of Yank-
ton, South Dakota, who had been Min-
ister to Austria under President Cleve-
land, headed a commission of represen-
tatives of the three govermnents named
through whose afforts peace on the is-
lands was established and a permanent
government given to them. Mr, Tripp
here gives the first full and comprehen-
sive account of the entire situation, and
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it is felt the publication of the same, in
this form, will be found pleasing to the
many who have an interest in a region
made famous by Robert Lounis Steven-
S0,
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N the 10th of April, 1899, T re-
O ceived a telegram from Wash-

ington inguiring, “Will you go
as Commissioner to Samoa?”’ Being
free from engagements and not knowing
what was expeceted or required of “'a
Commissgioner to Samoa,’’ but influenced
by a spirit of adventure inspirved by the
brief telegram of inquiry, I promptly
answered “‘Yes,” and commenced in-
mediate investigation as to where Samoa
was and what oceasioned the appoint-
ment of a Commissioner thereto, T did
not care to have it known that I was
utterly ignorant as to the geographieal
pogition of these islands or the history
of events which had so suddenly eulmin-
ated in an international High Joint
Commission to restore peace and estab-
lish a provisional government thereon.
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1 was enabled to plead confession and
avoldance when I found upon eonsulting
my geography that these islands were
known when I was a student and until
a eomparatively recent , date as the
“Navigators Islands,” and I was still
more encowraged when upon apparently
cagual mentionl of the troubles in the
Samoan Islands T found that others
with whom 1 conversed were as ignorant
as mysclf of their loeation and of the
trouble existing there. I commenced a
careful seareh of the enrrent events pub-
lished in the periodieals and magazines
ot the day, but before I had fairly in-
formed myself of the extraordinary
events which had led to the appointment
of such a eommission, and relving upon
the usual time of at least a month in
which to prepare myself with geogra-
phical and historieal information as
well ag to place my business matters in
shape for an indefinite absenee, T was
startled by a telegram from the Scere-



