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ADVERTISEMENT.

——

Ix faming, under the name of the © INTERXATIONaL Libhany of
SCIENCE ARD FREETHOUGHT,” & seriea of hooka of which the
present volume is the third, the FrirrHoossr PusLssma
Comrany desires to place st the pervics of English Freethought
the weapone wislded agsinet soparstition in foreign countries as
well as those forged in England itaclf. The writings of foreign
scientimta are not as well known in Hpgland ss thele merit
deserves: there sre some valmable text-books—such aa those of
Gegenbaor and of Thomd—which have their piace on the book-
shelf of the etudent; but the aim of the FREETHOUGHT PuBLisHiyg
Coupany 15 to lggue such works as will rearh the peoeral resder,
83 well aa the scientific student, and render Bichner, Hiiekel
and others as well-known to the English public as are Hoxley
and Darwin. (German sciencs is one of the gloriey of the woeld ;
it is time that it should lend in England thai same aid to Free-
thomght which in (Formany has wade evary edocated man a
Freethinker. France will comtribnge to this new library some of
thi works of her leading scoptica; and Ttaly, also, has Furnished
help to Freethonght whish will oot be forgotten, English and
American works will oot be excluded, and it is hoped $hat a real
service will be done to progreas by thus populsrising in ome
country the knowledge gained in maoy lands by the emrnest
senrchers after Gruth,

Vol L—+Mmm m Axmvars” By Professor Lubwie Blouxen
Tranalated by Aranz Braaxr., Price s,
» IL—"Tur Stepexr's Dagwin.” By Epwarp B, AvermNa,
D}Be., xto.  Price Ga.
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ESTH the God, pone down in his gloty, like a star
sunk beneath tha horizon but still shedding a few
faint rays on the world, threw a halo round the brow
of Jesus the Prophet. In the dull glow of that twAlight,
in the melgneholy but charming hour when everyihing
seemad wrapped in vagus, ethereal tints, Jesus appeared
to Stranss and Renan such as he had shown himself to
hie first disciples, the Master par cocellence, 8 man truly
divine. ' Then ecame the night; and az darkness de-
scendad on those flickering Gospe] beginreings there’
remained nought to be deseried through the obscurity
of dubionus history, bat, dimly-leoming, the portentous
oniline of the gibbet and its vielim.

In the present work Jesus malkes his appearance,
perhaps for tha first time, as & gufferer from a grave
malady, the course of which we have attempted to
irace. ;
The nervous, or cerabral disorder, at first congestive’
and then inflammatery, under which he labored, was
not only deep-seated and dangerons—it was incurable.
Among us at the present time that affection may be
seen daily making kings, milllonaires, popes, prophets,
saints, and even divinities of poor fellows whose heads
have lost their balanee ; it has produeed more than one
Messiah,

If we be right in the interpretation of data which



L] L]
viii PREFACE.

has been followed in the ﬂtu&y of morbid psychology
wherewith the work opens, Jesus, ut fhe time of his
death, was in a somewhat advanced stage of this dis-
order. He was, to all appearance, cut off opportunely ;
the gibbet saved him from actual madness.

The diagnosis which we have ventured to draw is
bazed on three sets of factz which are attested by the
most ancient and trestworthy of the witnesses of his
CATERT.,

1. Religions excitement, then general in Palestine,
drove Jesus to the wilderness, where he lived some
time the life of a recluse, ay those who considered
themsalves to have the prophetic mission often did.
Carried away with the ides that he wazs divinely in-
gpired to proclaim the coming of the Messlah, he lefi
his own people and his native place, and, attended by
a following of flshermen and others of the same claass, -
wont about among the towns and villages of Galilee
announeing the speedy approach of the Kingdom of
Heaven.

2, After having proclaimed the coming of the Mes-
siah, like other contemnporary Jewish prophets, Jesns
gradually came to lnok npou himsell as the Messiah,
the Christ. He allowed himself to be called the Son
of David, the Son of God, and had among his followers
ong, if not more, of those fanatical Sieari, so graphically
deacribed by Josephus, who were walting for the
deliveranee of Isruel from the yoke of Rome. Pro-
gressive obliteration of the cobsciousness.of his per-
sonal identity marks the interval befween the somewhat
vague revelation which he mado to his diseiples at the
foot of Mount Hermon and the day when, before
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Caizphas and before Pilate, he openly declared that he
was the Messfah, and by that foken the EKing of the
Jews.

3. The cursing of the fig-tree whereon there were
no figs, becanse “the time of figs was not yet," the
violent conduet towards the dealers and shangers at
the Temple, were manifestly foolish acts. Jesns had
come to believe that evervthing was permitted him,
that all things belonged to him, that nothing was too
hard for him to do. For & long time he had given
evident pigne of perversion of the natural affections, espe-
cially with respeet to his mother and breibren. To the
fits of anger against the priesta and roligions ministers of
his nation, to the ambitions exiravagance of his words
and acts, to the wild dream of his Messianic grandenr,
there rapidly supervened a chamicteristic depreszion of
the mental faenlties and strength, s giving way of the
intellectual and musgular powers,

Each of thosze pericds in the caresr of Jesns corre-
eponded to a certain pathological etate of hiz nervous
sysfem.

By reacting on the heart, the religions excitemont he
labored gnder and the attendant fonctional exacerba-
tions had the lmmediate effect of aceslerating the
circulation, undaly dilating the blood-vessals, and pro-
ducing cerebral songestion.

Chronic congestion of the bralu, subjectively con-
siderad, i3 always attended in the initial stage with
great increase of the moral conscionsness, extraordinary
.activity of the imagination, often leading to hallucina-
tions, and later on with abaurdly exaggerated, frequently
delirious ideas of power and greatness. That stage is
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also usnally characterised by irritability and fits of
passion.

Objectively considered what is oheervable iz hyper-
trophy of the ecelloles and nerve-tubes, excessive
cerebral plethora and vascularity doe to the grest effiux
of blood and superabnndant nafrition of the ence-
phalon. Inflammation of the meningeal covering, and of
the brain itself, is, sooner or later, a further resnlt of
the chronie congestion. The vessels, turgid and loaded
with blood, permit the trsnsuodstion of the blood
globules ; the cireulation becomes impeded, then
arrested, with the resuolt of depriving the cortical cere-
bral snbstance of arterial blood, which is ita life; the
hizstological elements undergo alterntion, degenerate,
become softened, and as the disorganissilon proceeds
are finally reduced to inert datritus, .

The brain may remain mpable more or lesz well of
performing its funetions when deprived to a large
extent of its necessary food, but not eo when the cere-
bral gellules ave disorganized. Dementia consegnently
is the natural sequel of the congestive stage. To the
destruction of the cortieal snbetance supervenes partial
or total loss of conscionsness, sccording to the extent of
the legicn. Such portions of the encephalon as continos
capable of performing any doty being in a state of
hypersmia, there is often delirinm more or less intense
up to the last.

The proceas of the disorder is irregular ; remissions
occur during which the ressonlng faculiics seem to be
recovered. Buot whether the duration extend only to
a few months or to several years, the incressing weak-
nesz of the patient, the Intellectual and muscular decay,



