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PREFACE.

I making o fow prefilorial remgacks T destre to say
{hint this little worl, now presented to the public, iz & book
of fravels written by o woman, amd the jowmnmeyings have
been performed by o woman alome, Mother Partington
sl zome of the CGrandys may be led o exelsim, Y Dew
toll i - feerfil] 1o behold ' and * what Is this workd & com-
ing tew " Y who isthere Jett to take care of the chibdrent
ete.  One wonld think i high thoe for people to loy aside
such ridiculoue prejudices, but they never witl; the maes
of monkind are tinctured with local superstitions fhut
coulid pot survive ong moment with o single ray of réasen
brought to bear upon them; still these superstitions are
cherished as a species of Deify, to be invoked wheno its
subjects are in danger of fancled contamination, In mak.
ing & business for myself, I have traveled eight months of
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the year for the [est 6ix years. I have in the laat two years
disposed of seven thousand copics of my first work, which
ia also a book of travels, entitled ¥ Little Shoeaves,” T will
gay that I find the majority of my couptrymen gencrous,
brave, tolerant and gallant — Gl biess them! —willing
that one woman at least shall not be pushed into matrl-
mony simply for the sake of sn existence. It is strange
what queer furms the superstitions of different races will
assume, and they all have them, from the lowest grades of
gavaee Ll wp to the highest civilization, and they Lave all
a remarkable funily rescmblanee.  Perhaps it is becanse
it s impossible for any people to Lecome civilized woa
man. Absurd, ubjust and cruel asall prejadices are apt
tor B, anmil all leveled at the head of defenseloss womnn, a8
if' shie were the only live encmy with which the race had
w contend.  As nosample of the inconstancy of some pre
judices against sex, wo find the foreign woman coming
from nll directions beyond the sea, with oo other protec.
ton than her own strong arm, and it Is well with her if
she engage in service, or anything considered legitimate
for woman, Duot lot an intelligent American woman
andertule to compete with man by transsciting busineas
upon an egual fooling, stopping al the same Lotels, and
paying the same price for living, and there will be persons
found who have their doubts about encouraging o cotrse
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vo eccentric. Verily, the world iz made up of strange
inconsisteneies, and T supposs that T am one of them. T
wonld therefore like a word in justies to myself, and alao
to my sex. Wheo T am aceused, tried and eoovicted of
takimr advanlame of the Infinoitle: of 2ome poor unsus
pecting lietel proprietor, or misleading his innocent male
guest; of the misdemeanor of steallog eakes of soap, or
ol mppropristing towels or balf candles, then there will be
tHme, and not 11l then, tn conaiyn and condemn myself]
with all others of wy wicked sex, (o cternal locallon whers
they can bisve a chance to do nothing but serub out their
Tow lived destinics upon the woashboard and Dack door
glope: where they may be vigilantly walched and properly
haunted] during the remainder of their viclous lives.

I will say in conclusion that in all my looely wander
ings I have found hemnoe and sympathetic hearts every-
where, and have endeavored to cavry ong along with pee,
Oune's principles are cternal; they con be left behind ns no
more Ling can the color of oo oyes or complexioos, nnd
while I am soliciting fur my new book, ¥ OvER THE Pre-
rLE Hruie" I am also soliciting a broader tolermion for
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