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PREFACE.

e T——

Tue following outline of French literature is based on
leatures piven in the Johns Hopking University, and has
therefore certain definite needs of insteuetion in mind.
The original notes have however been worked over, en-
larged, and separated into paragraphs — oot always hap-
pily —and e¢an, by omission or expansion, be made to
serve 83 a statement of facts for any period desired.

Certain defects of excention are evident. The attempt
to modernize all names and titles previous to the six-
teenth century has sometimes failed through habit or
inadvertenee. The substitution of the Enplish definite
article for the French has led to many absurdities, and
seems now to have been unowise. In the first chapters,
intended for specialista or for extended commentaries by
instruetors, the necessary conciseness has at times led
to obseurity for beginners. The least satisfactory period
18 that of the Eighteenth Century, both in division and
matter, A serious omission is the dramatic work of
Lovis-BgpasTien Mercier (1740-1514).

The most available reference book for Medimval Lit-
erature is: La litkdrature frangaise aw moyen dge, Gaston
Pariz, Paris, 1888. 16mo. This manuval has served to
revise the whole period. Its Bibliography is an impor-
tant feature.



vi PREFACE.

For Pre-Renaissance Literature review articles and
leotures at the Collége de Franee by Gaston Paris on the
poetry of the fifteenth century have furnished the larger
part of the material. The history of the stage previous
to the Renaissance is fully treated in the Histoire du
thédtre, L. Petit de Julleville, Paris, 1880-1886. & vols.
8vo and 16mo.

On Renaissance Literature the standard authority is:
Le Seizitme Sidcle en France, A. Darmesteter and A.
Hatzfeld. Paris, 3d ed, 18387. 16mo. The first volume
of the Geschichte der franzbeischen Litteratur seit Anfang
des X VI Jahrhunderts, A, Birch-Hirschfeld, Stuttgart,
1889, &vo, furnishes many additional facts om the first
part of the century, A more general treatise, which has
bean of much use in the remaining centuries alao, ia the
Legoms de Httérulure francaise, L. Petit de Julleville
Paris, 1884. 18mo.

The best work on the Beventeenth Century ia the
Geachichte der franzbsischen Litteratur im X VII Juahy-
hundert, F. Lotheissen. Wien, 1877-1884. 4 vols. 8vo.
For the novels of the century consult the Geschickie des
Sranzbsischen Romans im X VIL Jahrhundert, H, Koert-
ing. Leipeig, 1885-1887. 2 vols. Bvo.

The Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries are exten-
sively treated in the Geschichie der franzbsischen Litle-
rafur, . Bornhak. Berlin, 1886, 8&vo.

The Index, mainly of proper names and anonymous
works, is designed to supplement the chapter headings,

F. M. WARREN.
Barrmwore, Nov. 1, 1880,
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUOTION.

1. Bace; Language — The territory of the French
language has varied but little sinee its formation. Tha
Celts inhabiting Gaul were completely Romanized. But
slight traces of their tongue are to be found in the Latin
of the eountry when the barbarie invasions took place.
The Gallo Bomans assimilated then their Teutonic con-
querors more or less completely, according to the number
of settlers. "Their territory was pushed back from the
Rhine to its present limits by the end of the fifth
century. In the interior of the country there soom
appeared a general lingmistic difference which separated
the Romance-speaking region into two nearly equal parts,
on a ling running from the Atlanfie, just north of Bor-
deaux, east almost to Lyons, then bending to the south-
eaat and reaching the Alps, affer passing near Grenohls.
To the south of this line Germanic influence scarcely
penetrated.  An independent language and literaturs,
the Provengal, developed freely. — Omn the contrary, the
region north of this boundary was strongly penstrated
by the foreign manners and tongue. Tha vocabulary



