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INTRODUCTION

OSAMUND MARRIOTT WATSON passed
from this carthly life on the Twenty-ninth of
December, 1911, She had prepared, for issue

in the spring of this year, a volume of new poems,
which was alrcady in the publisher’s hands. Bur that
mortal change 1o her life seemed to demand and urge
a larger, a completer appeal on behalf of her genius.,
It became desirable to put on record determinately,
perhaps defimtively, the full body of her poetical work,
Thiz volume, then, comprises all in that kind which
she would deem worthy of preservation, And yet 1
am not sure that this is exactly true; for the first
section of this book consists of the contents of a very
early volume, ** Tares,” published anonymously when
the writer was only a girl; and T do not think that
she herselt set a high value on this. 1 have, how-
ever, included it here, partly becawse it seems lit
to inaugurate the corpus of her poetical work with
these juvenilia, and partly also out of respect for the
judgment of many literary friends who have esteemed
these poems so greatly as to wish them retained in
the collected edition.
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viii Introduction

The arrangement of the book is chronological ; that
is to say, the different sections are printed here in
sequence, as they appeared in the original volumes,
and under their several titles. In all they cover a
period of nearly thirty years. Outside the anonymons
volume the first work emerged to the public under
the auspices of Mr. Andrew Lang, at * The Sign of
the Ship,” in Lougman's Magazine, 'This was her
earliest welcome, at least in this country. Dut very
soon the knowledge and appreciation of her work
extended, and she was an honoured guest in many
magazines and journals, both here and in America,
principally the Nationa! Observer, under Mr. W. E,
Henley'seditorship, Maciillar's, Harper's, Scribner’s, and
The Atheneum. ‘The frst-fruirs in book-form of this
paetic work was “ A Bird-Uride,” published in 184,
There followed # A Summer Night” (18g1), “ Ves-
pertiliz” (1895), and * After Sunset” (1904)
¢ Marpessa™ has never before been reprinted from the
pages of the magazine in which it appeared in 188g.

The last section, * The Lamp and the Lute,” is that
which was to have been published separately this
spring, and appears as arranged by the author, She
had prefixed to this the dedication which I have
transferred to the front of the collected poems, know-
ing that this would be, and indeed is, her desire.

Some poems in this part were included in *“The
Heart of a Garden” (1g9o6), and are here reprinted



Tniraduction ix

by the kind permission of Messrs. Alexander Moring,
Ltd.

It is not for me to proffer here my opinion of my
wife's poems, if only for the reason that I should be
considered to approach the witness-box with pre-
possessions. My faith io their beaury and their
immortal quality is ardent. And having said so much
I stand aside, content to leave them to the judgment
of her contemporarics, and, 25 I hope and surely
believe, to the appreciation of posterity.

H, B, MarriorT Warsox,

SuerE, May g8, 1912,



