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PREFACE

Tae following pages make no pretensions to
be an exhaustive treatment of the subject on the
title-page. They are rather a anmmary of funda-
mental truths on Church organization, drawn
directly from the Word of God. The aim of the
author in them has been to reach exegeticelly the
Biblical idea of Church unity, which anderlies all
Church organization, and must be understood be-
fore o fair and succeesful effort can be made to
deal with the problem of incorporafive union
now engaging the attention of Christendom.

The time has come when all our Church prin-
ciples muat be drawn afresh from the * faith once
delivered to the saints.” And the present attempt
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will be more than repaid, if abler men be led
thereby into a field of doctrine as yet almost un-
touched,

One great question of the times still remaining
among others is, What are the principles that
should regulate the construction of Church creeds
for Church teachers ?—in other words, How should
congregations be clagsified while their teachers’
creeds are in process of formation? This ques-
tion needs a Hercules equal to the task. The
sathor, in the present instance, has chosen an
easier field, and tried to break ground at a pre-
liminary point.

ApzrooTH, Gth April 1871




CONTENTS.

FPARTL
Ao,
I.—NoMERCLATTRR, .

TL—Tee OnevEs: oF THE IwvismLE CRUROE—
WHAT IT I8, . s o

II.—Tex Ovewzes oF THE Inviemmis CHURE OF
Eanrn— How MAWIFESTED,

IV.—Toe Oxeszss or TER INvEDee CBURON OX
Eapm—Waar Mainka DIETINGUIEE TT8
PROPER MaNIFRsTATION, - " "

PART IL
L—Tme Oxeness oF Tae VEnLe CHETRCHE,

I1.—THR ONENEss oF THR VIEIELE CavecHE—How
MANIFEITED, ; . =
IL—TrE Vimie (ocrca—Irs Mangs o One.

APPERDIE, . ¥ . .

Filc

13

47

63

T1

a4

104

119






PART L

BHECT, L—NOMENCLATORE.

HE Church here is not the High Church nor
the Low Church, We may not be hampered

with the partial dogmas of either of these, Itisnot
the “Establishment™ in Scotland or “the Church”
in England We may not possess it by law or
authority. We go further back, nearer to the
gources of the great Nile of Christendom, and
endeavour to sges the Catholic Church of Christ
and His apostles established by commeand of God
in the world. We omit that part of it which
passes into heaven time after time, That is
above, we are beneath, and are interested now in
the unity of the Chureh below. An illustration
will help us to understand the general notion of
it that is found in Beripture. Picture to your-
selves-a company of pilgrims starting to some
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