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THIS Pamphlet waa designed solely to meet the iuguiry which
has several times been made to me—* Have you any printed paper "
It is o mere introduction, to be followed up by other personal efforts.
I have given my address, in the hope that gentlemen whe take an
interest in our views may avail themselves of it, and place themselves
in communication with me, W. T,
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1. In November of last year I was deputed by a
numerous body of the British and Christian classes of
Calcutta and of the Lower Provinces of Bengal to proceed
to England for the purposes described in the following
summary :—

To secure 3 Parliamentary opposition to the amalgzmation
of the Supreme and SBuddur Courts in the manner proposed by
the Law Commissioners in England ;

To preserss with an unimpaired jurisdiction the Supreme
Court s & Court of English Law, and ‘with a distinet and
separste existence, a8 it has boen for the last eighty years and
upwards; which is necessary for the security of the British
and Christian inhabitants, and the commerse and various enter-
prizes in which they nre concerned.

T'o presevos trial by jury of Christian inhabitants for the
British and Christian inhabitants, and to preserve their exemption
from the Crimical jorisdiction of the Mofussil Courts, as ut
present, in cases involving the graver punishments, until those
Courts have qualified judges;
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Withowt prejudice, however, to uny plans of reform for
bringing the Criminal jurisdiction of the Bupreme Court nearer
the homes of the Mofussil peopls ;

To promots the eatablishment of English Law ss sdministered
in the Bupreme Court as the fax loei of India, for s}l classes of
persons and all kinds of interests not governed by a special law,
like the Hindu and Mahomodan Law; and

To promots the prayers and declared principles of the
petitions sent home from Calentta during the last and imme-
distely preceding Seesions,

2. In pursuance of my mission, I have obtained inter-
views with the Right Honourable the President of the Board
of Control,* and with other gentlemen in offiee and out of
office, including some members of both Houses of Par-
liament; and I now proceed to give an sbridged and
summary statement of the considerations which I have
had the honour of urging upon those who have given me
an audience. Intending this paper for a mere general
circulation, however, I have added notes for the use of
those whom I have not had the honour of seeing, and who
may desire explanations,

3. My constituents are, the merchants,} traders,{

* I was acoredited to the President by the Chairmen of a Com-

mittee ; and it was enjoined upon me fiest to submit our views to that
right honourable gentleman,

t The last quarterly Beport of the Committes of the Bengal Cham-
ber of Commerce contains the following allusion to my delegation :—

“In Beplember last your Committea had the pleasure of giving their cordisl
so-aperation 1o the Indigo Planter’' Amoeintion, in furthering the means of deputing
Mr. Theohald to Eogland, to opposs the Intanded amalgamation of the Bupreme
and Boddnr Conrta of Law in this ecuntry, aod to sapport the prayer of the petition
mPu:immtmnmﬂﬁMnb}wﬁmmﬂlmbwﬂmmbwm
“‘j’ltﬂ!ﬂ“ "

1 Beprasented by the * Calenita Trades” Association.”
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landed proprietors,* and indigo planterst of the British
and Christian classes] of Calcutta and of the Lower
Provinces of Bengal.§ As DBritish subjects, and as

* Labd tenures of every variety ate now beld by British people, both
imdividually and in companies, Their property of this kind is estimated
st upwards of four millions sterling. There are several proprietors in
Bengal with 10,000 aeres (20,000 bigahs) under cultivation. Indigo
eultivation is earried on to s considerable extent by what is called home
eultivation, or by the planter on his own or hired lands. In that case
be hires the labour and furnishes ploughs, &o., like a farmer in England.
The other mede of obtaining the plant is by making advances to the
ryot, who gives an engsgement to cultivate certain agreed lands,
The chiel source of dispute between indigo planters and ryots is the
refusal of the ryot to cultivate socording to his agreement. The ryot,
however, in refosing, often mots under the instigation of his zemindar,
who, by thus bringing the planter inte dificulties, suceeeds in inducing
him to take a lesse of & portion of the remindary lands, for which he
gets & high premium.

1 This class includes many proprietors; but, besides these, there is a
numergus body of managers and assistants, To the latter, who are all
resident in the countiy, the continued protestion of the Bupreme
Court, and the reform of the East India Company's Courts, are objects
of the first importance. .

1 By the term British, 1 refer to Europeans; but the term * Christian”™
includes alse the mixed class sometimes ealled * half-castes,” more
properly “ East Indians." In policy the British and Christian people
ought, T venture to think, to be regurded as one, and the same laws
ought to be applied to them. By the double impoliey of separating
these classes, and under-estimatiog the numbers and importance of the
Europeans, the residents of pure Britigh blood bave been stated in an
official return at 300 peraons. They wnat greatly exceed that number
in Lower Bengal,

§ Theso provinoes are peographically aalarge as France; they contain
a population estimated at 35,000,000, and are under o separate govern-
ment. India comprises thres other distinet governments—oamely, of
the morth-west provinces of Bengal, Bombay, and Madras, The
Punjab and Pegu have also separate governments; but the subordina-
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Chirlstians, my constituents hope to meel ‘with a liberal
eonsideration, and as cepitalists and agents of capitalists,
engaged in every variety of enterprise suitable to the
conntry, they only ask for a just estimate of their im-
portance, On that point we have high testimony. Amongst
the earliest witnesses may be mentioned one of the best
Governors - General of India, Lord William Bentinck,
and, amongst the most recent, Mr. Welby Jhckson,* an

tion in which they ere placed o the government of India is different.
1t has been urged sgainst me, that T am come only on behalf of Lower
Bengal. I reply, the commissioners have themselves proposed their
scheme sepurately for Lower Bengal, It js true they propose similar
messures for the rest of India, but I eaonot see how Chat affects the dis-
oussion. If discussion or opposition from Lower Bengal, or Upper
Bengal, or Bombay, &a., is to be precluded on such & ground, then, by
legislating wno dctw for the whole of Indin et once, the government may
preciude all discussion. ;

* In 1853 Mr. Welby Jackeon, at that time a Judge of the Suddur
Court, made an official tour of iuspection in Lower Bengal. In his
- official report, after desoribing the zemindars ss having “ lost all motive

to exertion as well as inclination,” he asks, “ How, then, has the cultiva-
tion been improved and extended }”— It has been improved and ex-
tended,” he says, “by the underienants, the putneedars, farmers, who,
mostly with borrowed capital, have carried the cultivation of indigo,
silk, sugar, and other salesble produstions to an extent which they
never reached at any anterior period : the example has been set, and the
way opened, by the indigo planters, mostly Englishmen, who by their
energy and assiduity, by foreing their way through difficolties and
oppasition, have formed themselves into a class of great wealth and
influence. Necessarily eoming into direot collision with the comparatively
inert zemindars, and in many instances owating and supplanting them
in their remindarces—and even whera this has not taken place, render-
ing themselves formidable rivals—it s singular enongh that men with-
out enpital, strangers, aliena both in race and habits, should thus have
besn able by their indomitable energy and perseverance to compete
sucoessfully with a weslthy class of men created and established by the
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eminent civilian, now retired. In our disparagement it
has been urged that our numbers are small. We are, it is
said, only three hundred persons. Whatever the present
number may be, it was cerlainly smaller under Lord Wil-
liam Bentinck's administration; but, in the smallness of the °
number, that great statesman saw a reason only for giving
better protection to the class; and a moment's reflection
will show that this numerical standard is fallacious. Three

state itself, and firmly rooted in the eountry, with all the support that
wealth, influence, and the favour of their own countrymen and of the
state could give them; the example of the planters has been followed
by the more enterprising among the natives; and it is to these men of
enterprise, who have commenced, and will continue, the move forwards,
that the oountry is indebted for improvement ; and it it in to them, the
men of enterprise and aotion, that the siate must look for further pro-
gress in the same direction” Mr. Welby Jackson also recognises the
political value of this.class. *It appears to me,” ho says, @ that the
efficiency of the police might be greatly increased, if the energy and
shrewdness of the Eurcpean planters resident in many districts were
called into play to support it; . . . these men had a greater interest
in the welfare and general tranquillity of the country than any other
class, , . . . Jtis true they sre sometimes vather difficult to ruls
and manage: this is usually the case with men of energy and deter
minstion ; but thoss very gualitien are what we require in the police ;
in fact they are indispensable. T know that in Zillahs, where the
magistrate has the tact and good sense to manage such men, they have
even mow rendered good service to the police; [ think the police
authority might with very great advantage be vested in some of the
planters, Iam far from saying they ace all fitted, . . This could
not be said of any class of men; ecertainly oot of the Civil Bervice.
+ .+ . But by & careful selection of mer, not only able but willing to
give assistance, I believe that our police would be greatly strengthened,
I would mot confer judicinl powers on them . . . but with the
police powers of & Deputy Magisirute they would be able to act with
great force towards putting down daceity.” . . (Towr of Inspaction,
p. 37.)



