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PREFACE.

Ix arranging the lessons in a first reading-book, the
usnal plan iz to introduce one or more new sounds
into eaeh pew lesson, This plan has the advantage
of being systemiatic. Wea have not, however, except
in convenient cases, fullowed it in Lhis book. Suchis
not the manner in which children become familiay
with spoken languags, and it is therefore not the
method by whick they should learn to read the
written language. Our chief objeet has beem to
provide for our young readers as much practice as
possible in reading short easy words arranged in
familiar sentences.

o order, however, that the children may have all
the assistance to be obtained from a systematic study
of the sounds of our language, we recommend the
teacher to exercisa them [n finding out and naming
words of the same vowel or consopantal eound.
Thus, in Lesson IX, he may take the ghort @ sound
and elicit from the children the words cat and mat,
which oecour in the lessom, and others, such az bat
and ant, which do not oceur in it. He may then
print—and afterwards write—these words on the
blackboard, and, if it be thought necessary, he may
cange the children to copy them on their slates and
write them for & home lzsson,
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( Suggested ovder for teaching.)
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I GO. WE GO.
. I AM. HE IS,
@ v ox. co UP.
DO 80. I DO.
IS IT SO.
80 IT IS.

IAMIN. SO I AM.
HE IS IN. SO HE IS.
WE GO UP. GO BY ME.
HE IS UP. SO WE GO.
WE DO IT. SO DO WE.
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THE ALPHABET.

b.
(Suggesied order for teacking.)
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I go up.
go do I

so do we.

it is he. so it is.
he is up. so he is.
go by me. we go up.
I am in. so I am.



